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Brad Dokken: Anglers Catching, Keeping Big Walleyes In Devils Lake Basin 
Sparks Annual Spring Debate

Courtesy of:  http://www.northlandoutdoors.com

	 I’ll never forget the first time I fished the Rainy River. The 
fishing was unlike anything I’d ever experienced. And while I’ve 
had the privilege of wetting a line in remote, far north waters of 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario, I’m not sure any of them 
surpassed the walleye action we encountered those two days in 
April 1987.
	 The fish were big, they bit readily and they were abundant. For 
a couple of guys in a 12-foot boat with a 4-horse Evinrude who 
had absolutely no idea how to fish the river, the action was noth-
ing short of amazing.
	 Even after 30 years, that trips remains the standard.
	 There was a dark side to those two days, though. Back then, 
anglers fishing the Rainy River could keep six walleyes, and there 
was no size limit. I’m not sure how many stringers of 5-plus-
pound walleyes we witnessed, but they were common.
	 That was legal at the time, but the ethics of keeping a big wall-
eye for the cleaning table any time of year — much less during 
spawning season — is questionable in my mind.
	 In the case of Rainy River, plenty of other people felt the same 
way. Lawmakers even closed the spring season on the river for a 
year in 1989 or 1990, but it was reopened after a compromise was 
reached limiting anglers to two walleyes, none longer than 19½ 
inches, through the close of the season April 14.
	 Anglers still had the opportunity to experience some pretty 
amazing fishing when conditions were right, while protecting 
spawning walleyes.
	 The springtime regulation on the Rainy has been in effect ever 
since.
	 The debate over keeping big walleyes has been brewing anew 
the past couple of weeks in the Devils Lake Basin, where anglers 
in places have been lined up elbow to elbow targeting fish attract-
ed by the abundance of spring runoff.
	 Walleyes and current are a perfect match, and fishing along 
the coulees that flow into Devils Lake can be spectacular during 
years such as this when runoff is high and flows are strong.
	 I haven’t made it up there myself, but I’ve seen plenty of pho-
tos that confirm the quality of fishing anglers have encountered, 
not only for walleyes, but for pike and even white bass.

	 Every year, it seems, sportsmen attending the North Dakota 
Game and Fish Department’s spring advisory board meetings 
bring up the idea of imposing a slot limit to protect larger fish or 
reducing the limit at a time when walleyes, and big walleyes in 
particular, are concentrated and especially vulnerable.
	 Every year, the department says there’s no biological reason to 
either close the season or implement a size limit.
	 They make a good case. The best spring fishing — much of it 
done from shore — lasts only a few weeks, and there’s no evi-
dence to indicate springtime walleye harvest has limited produc-
tion.
	 According to an article in the February 2017 issue of North Da-
kota Outdoors, a 2013 creel survey on Devils Lake showed only 
3 percent of the walleyes harvested that year were longer than 20 
inches.
	 The article also cited a May 2013 creel survey along the cou-
lees that flow into Lake Irvine and Lake Alice, which found 59 
percent of the walleyes harvested were 20 inches or longer.
	 A one-over-20-inch slot limit would have protected about half 
of those fish, the story said, a number that would have been in the 
hundreds and not the thousands.
	 “Most of these hundreds of fish would have returned to Lake 
Irvine or Lake Alice, where they would have found refuge due to 
difficult summer access on Lake Irvine and no summer fishing 
allowed on Lake Alice,” according to the article. “Considering 
the vast expanse of water in the upper Devils Lake basin, the only 
time many of the fish are vulnerable to anglers is for a short time 
in the spring.”
	 In other words, the perception is worse than the reality.
	 So, in the meantime, anglers who catch a big walleye in North 
Dakota will have to decide for themselves whether to keep that 
fish, regardless of the time of year.
	 It might be legal, but more and more, it’s becoming less social-
ly acceptable.
Count me in that camp.
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From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

We will be holding elections at the next meeting.  We are asking that everyone attend
this meeting to make your vote count.  The term is up for 1 Board Member.  If you would
like to run for this position please bring it up at the meeting, or call me at 507-381-2041 or
email at jr@newulmtel.net 

Todd and Karen from the Dixon Lake Resort are very excited to have our club back at
their resort this year.  They have also donated a four person fishing trip as one of our
prizes for the fishing contest we will have in February.  The date for the trip is February
16th. I need to have conformation and your $50.00 down payment to them after the
December’s meeting.  If you are interested in going along on this trip please contact me at
507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel,net. The total for the trip is $130.00 per person
for three nights, or $185.00 per person food included. Todd and Karen also said there
would be no charge for the angling and spearing houses this year. They have room for 24
people in their angling houses and about 25 spearing houses available. This is first come
first serve, so if you need an ice house let me know. If you are unable to attend the meet-
ing and need to pay your$50.00 down payment send it to Jason Kuester 56554-446th
Street New Ulm, Mn 56073.

It is time to start thinking of the Ice Fishing Contest. The date for the contest is going
to be February 12th 2016.   We are asking that each member please try to sell at least one
book of tickets. You will find one book of tickets in this months newsletter. If you are
unable to sell your tickets please send them back, bring them to a meeting, or drop them
off at the Ice Fishing Contest. This event is our largest fund raiser for the club. Additional
tickets are always available at each meeting or by contacting Ross Nelson at 507-766-
0765, Ken Sutherland 507-276-1534 or myself at 507-381-2041.  

Fall is here (maybe winter) and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the
New Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club.  We are always looking for new members to join.
If you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our
club.  As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your
choice!  

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!
Muskie Fishing Abounds continued from page one
and many anglers find success by trolling in open water. In this scenario, muskies are chas-
ing schools of high-fat fish such as tullibees, so they may be 40 feet down over 60 feet of
water, for example. Anglers can encounter these fish by tying on minnow-imitating baits
and trolling across the lake.

Learn more about Minnesota's fish at:  http://www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-
ideas/meet-minnesota-fish/index.aspx and connect with outfitters and guides at:
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/things-to-do/fishing-hunting/index.aspx to plan your
fishing trip.
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street

Offer good once a month on the date of the
NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.
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NEW ULM
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218 NORTH PAYNE               NEW ULM  MN 56073

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail
or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Just 5 miles from LakeWinnibigigosh’s Third River access.Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabinswith A/C and cable TV.Dixon Lake and Winnie have greatfishing: crappies, sunnies, walleye,large mouth bass & northern.Bar and Restaurant.Great family resort.
Open year around. ATV trail.

Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.

Ice fishing and spearing.

MANKATO TENT & AWNING
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Cell: 507-317-7379                        Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com      Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street • Mankato, MN 56002 • Div. TTF Industries 

American Surplus
& Manufacturing
Home of the Original
Ice Castle Fish House   
RV
Montevideo, MN
320-269-5428

You can camp in a Fish House,

The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows 

“45 years in the business of
music entertainment” 

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging 
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years. 
Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080           e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com

NUASF Monthly Meeting October 27th, 2016 Members Present: 30
Minutes prepared by Tony Miller
I. Secretary Report
Motion - accept as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by: Ken Kohn Passed unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
Accounts Balance:  
Allocations: 
Treasury Balance:  Motion - accepted as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by:  Orv Rannow

Passed unanimously.
III. Old Business
A. Membership update
1. Members = 154                  Members Due = 19
B. Area Lakes an Rivers Report
1. Devils Lake - Hilly and Jim very Leibl did well
2. Ball Club Lake - Crappies were great, about 9 1/2”
3. Northern Minnesota has been really hot
4. Lake Hanska, Northerns are picking up
5. North Fork Crow River, Walleye are hot 
C. Clubhouse and Grounds Update
1. Thanks to crew for fixing up the fish houses. Great job!
2. Could use a new hood for grill - Ken Kohn volunteered
3. Furnace had a wren caught in the fan!
4. Thanks to Orv Rannow and Orv Johnson for building the deck.  Great job!
5. Discussion on purchase of new grill for deck.
IV. Old Business
A. None
V. New Business
A. Ice Fishing Contest
1. IFC ticket sales - 4 wheeler and fish house tickets are available.  Sell, Sell, Sell!
2. Event tickets will have 30 year anniversary information on them
3. Looking for help to sell tickets 
a) Hanksa Lake Assn annual meeting Nov. 15th. Sell tickets
b) Parade of lights Nov. 25th.  Sell tickets
4. Working on several sponsors for event
5. Outdoor News to do an article on IFC
6. Need help for posters/tickets Date
7. Prize Collection - Pat Roiger in charge (need help)
a)Don’t repeat donation requests to sponsors!  Make sure you check with Pat for businesses that
were solicited.
8. Tom Simonson applied for food permit.  Need volunteers for food sales.
B. Hanksa Lake Association annual meeting Nov. 15th
1. Need club card from HLA to NUASF as a member.
2. Discussion on $250 donation to HLA.
VI. Other New Business
A. Minnesota River CongressNov. 17th.  Kato Ballroom in Mankato.  See Scott Sparlin for
information.
B. Winter Fishing Trip to Dixon Lake
1. Feb 16th - 19th
2. $50 to Jason for deposit, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
3. Total cost for trip = $185 
4. IF YOU WANT A SPEAR HOUSE, NOTIFIY JASON KUESTER ASAP
5. Band will be available for us for entertainment
C. Food for next meeting: Pat Roiger and John Hunstad
D. NOTICE!  Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, next mtg - Nov meeting Nov 17th
E. Corey Ganser (Dave Mecklenberg’s son-in-law) provided a matching donation with     Apple   
Corp. to EE Mecklenberg Scholarship Fund and to club funds.

1. Discussion on disbursement of funds.  Tabled until funds are received.
F.  Ron Bolduan hospitalized Oct 20th for back surgery, transferred to Oak Hills Oct. 28th for  

rehab.  Flowers from club sent to Oak Hills  
G. Trailer for sale for bids, see Ken Kohn.  (8’ x 16’) good for fish house.
VII. Adjourn 8:30pm

Booking 406-395-4515                                                               Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)                        Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D
Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

Gary Sprenger
Construction

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street

Offer good once a month on the date of the
NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.

MM & B
PROP SHOP

MANKATO
507. 546. 3377
NEW ULM

507. 276 . 6091
218 NORTH PAYNE               NEW ULM  MN 56073

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail
or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Just 5 miles from LakeWinnibigigosh’s Third River access.Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabinswith A/C and cable TV.Dixon Lake and Winnie have greatfishing: crappies, sunnies, walleye,large mouth bass & northern.Bar and Restaurant.Great family resort.
Open year around. ATV trail.

Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.

Ice fishing and spearing.

MANKATO TENT & AWNING
www.mankatotent.com

Cell: 507-317-7379                        Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com      Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street • Mankato, MN 56002 • Div. TTF Industries 

American Surplus
& Manufacturing
Home of the Original
Ice Castle Fish House   
RV
Montevideo, MN
320-269-5428

You can camp in a Fish House,

The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows 

“45 years in the business of
music entertainment” 

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging 
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years. 
Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080           e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com

NUASF Monthly Meeting October 27th, 2016 Members Present: 30
Minutes prepared by Tony Miller
I. Secretary Report
Motion - accept as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by: Ken Kohn Passed unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
Accounts Balance:  
Allocations: 
Treasury Balance:  Motion - accepted as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by:  Orv Rannow

Passed unanimously.
III. Old Business
A. Membership update
1. Members = 154                  Members Due = 19
B. Area Lakes an Rivers Report
1. Devils Lake - Hilly and Jim very Leibl did well
2. Ball Club Lake - Crappies were great, about 9 1/2”
3. Northern Minnesota has been really hot
4. Lake Hanska, Northerns are picking up
5. North Fork Crow River, Walleye are hot 
C. Clubhouse and Grounds Update
1. Thanks to crew for fixing up the fish houses. Great job!
2. Could use a new hood for grill - Ken Kohn volunteered
3. Furnace had a wren caught in the fan!
4. Thanks to Orv Rannow and Orv Johnson for building the deck.  Great job!
5. Discussion on purchase of new grill for deck.
IV. Old Business
A. None
V. New Business
A. Ice Fishing Contest
1. IFC ticket sales - 4 wheeler and fish house tickets are available.  Sell, Sell, Sell!
2. Event tickets will have 30 year anniversary information on them
3. Looking for help to sell tickets 
a) Hanksa Lake Assn annual meeting Nov. 15th. Sell tickets
b) Parade of lights Nov. 25th.  Sell tickets
4. Working on several sponsors for event
5. Outdoor News to do an article on IFC
6. Need help for posters/tickets Date
7. Prize Collection - Pat Roiger in charge (need help)
a)Don’t repeat donation requests to sponsors!  Make sure you check with Pat for businesses that
were solicited.
8. Tom Simonson applied for food permit.  Need volunteers for food sales.
B. Hanksa Lake Association annual meeting Nov. 15th
1. Need club card from HLA to NUASF as a member.
2. Discussion on $250 donation to HLA.
VI. Other New Business
A. Minnesota River CongressNov. 17th.  Kato Ballroom in Mankato.  See Scott Sparlin for
information.
B. Winter Fishing Trip to Dixon Lake
1. Feb 16th - 19th
2. $50 to Jason for deposit, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
3. Total cost for trip = $185 
4. IF YOU WANT A SPEAR HOUSE, NOTIFIY JASON KUESTER ASAP
5. Band will be available for us for entertainment
C. Food for next meeting: Pat Roiger and John Hunstad
D. NOTICE!  Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, next mtg - Nov meeting Nov 17th
E. Corey Ganser (Dave Mecklenberg’s son-in-law) provided a matching donation with     Apple   
Corp. to EE Mecklenberg Scholarship Fund and to club funds.

1. Discussion on disbursement of funds.  Tabled until funds are received.
F.  Ron Bolduan hospitalized Oct 20th for back surgery, transferred to Oak Hills Oct. 28th for  

rehab.  Flowers from club sent to Oak Hills  
G. Trailer for sale for bids, see Ken Kohn.  (8’ x 16’) good for fish house.
VII. Adjourn 8:30pm

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4164

	 The next BIG club event is The kids fishing contest at Riverside Park. 
Mark your calendar for August 15th. This event takes a lot of volunteers and we 
would appreciate as much help as possible. Most of the prizes for this event are 
picked up. I would like to thank all of our volunteers for their hard work putting 
this event together. Our main goal is to make this a fun event for the kids. At the 
next meeting, there will be a sign up sheet to help organize what needs to be done 
on the day of the event. This will help everyone plan for the event Thanks in ad-
vance for helping with this great event.

	 It is time to sell tickets… We need everyone to do their part and sell raffle 
tickets for the 2019 Ice Castle Ice House!!! You can pick up your tickets the next 
meeting. If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like some tickets, 
please contact Ross Nelson 507-766-7076 ross@groundzeromidwest.com or Ken 
Sutherland 507-276-1534 ken.sutherland@ci.new-ulm.mn.us or myself at 507-
381-2041 jr@newulmtel.net

	 Note: If you take the tickets you will be responsible for selling them or turn-
ing them back in at or before the Ice Fishing Contest on February 10, 2019.

	 Summer is screaming by, take time to enjoy it! Something as simple as fish-
ing with family and friends can build a lifetime of great memories. If you would 
like to use a club boat they are located at the club grounds. Your club keys will 
unlock the locks. If you have any questions give me a call at 507-381-2041.

	 Summer is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the 
New Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club. We are always looking for new members 
to join. If you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun 
we have at our club. As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free 
refreshment of your choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

From the President.....
By Jason Kuester

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by Master 
Graphics for New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen. The opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are solely those of respective 
writers and not to be construed as the opinion of the NUASF 
or its members. Send all correspondence and submissions to 
New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box 294, New Ulm, 
MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester 507-381-2041; Vice-President - 
Gary Sprenger 507-359-9358; Secretary - Mike Studtmann 
507-766-0765; Treasurer - Jen Kuester 507-766-0143; Board 
Members: Mike Buechner 507-354-2739, Wyman Forbrook 
507-420-5828, Wes Ludewig 507-276-6092.

The Official Publication of The New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen 
New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen • P.O. Box 294 • New Ulm, MN 56073       Web Site: newulmsportfish.org.

 

Club Calendar

NUASF Monthly Meeting June 28, 2018 Members Present: 29
I. 	 Secretary Report - Approved as read.
II. 	Treasury Report - Approved as read.
III. 	 Old Business
	 A. Membership Update: 150 Members, 24 Due, 2 new for total of 5.
	 B. Area Lakes and Rivers Report:
	 	 •	Water is high. No wake on most area lakes. 
	 	 •	 Anyone hear anything about Lake Hanska and the dam going out? Yes MR was down there
			   adding rip-rap to help save the dam.
	 	 •	 Ely – Wasn’t worth anything. 
	 C.	Club House & Grounds News:
	 	 •	 Mowing and Clean-up – Thanks to Tony and all that are doing the mowing and the cleanup.
	 	 	 Scott Osborne offered to mow a few times.
	 	 •	 Club Road Repairs – Holding off due to the rain. Pulled a tree out of culvert up top.
	 	 •	 Tree on Power Line – Wes and Jason came out and took care of it. 
	 	 •	 Electric Line Quote – Motion made by Mike D to approve an amount to proceed with new
			   line. 2nd Motion by John K. 
	 D.	Other Old Business:
IV. 	New Business
	 A.	Remember Elmer for the food
	 B.	 Fishing 1-2-3 Update (Mike S) – Good turnout for the class sessions. Due to weather had to
	 	 cancel the field trip to the pond on 6/21. Rescheduling for Thursday 8/2.
	 C.	Ice House Tickets (Next Meeting) 
	 	 •	Waiting to hear from state on raffles.  Should be mid to late July for the updates and then
	 	 	 print tickets after. Don’t want to proceed if things change.
	 	 •	 Ice House is done and will pick up in a couple weeks.  Tony offered for us to bring the house 	
	 	 	 to the Gemütlichkeit Event Sept 9, 12-4
	 D.	Kids Fishing Contest Update (Jim H.)
	 	 •	 Date: August 15th (3-7 for volunteers).
	 	 •	 Permits: Food? City Park? Prizes?
			   • Have plenty of rod and reels to use. 
			   • Women in Fishing donated a couple rod packages. 
	 	 	 • Permits are good, things arranged with City Park.
	 E.	 Other New Business:
	 	 •	 EE Mecklenburg Scholarship Financials
	 	 	 • David reviewed what’s been given thus far this year and also given to date.
		  •	 Facebook & Social Media 
	 	 	 • Mike S to set up by next meeting. 
		  •	 Auto Fest 
	 	 	 • Thanks to the club for the use of the popcorn machine, they donated half a box of popcorn. 
			      AF also donating canopy. 
	 	 •	 Few reels for sale.
V.	 Food for next meeting - Bring a dish to pass and bring something to grill.
VI.	Meeting Adjourn @ 8:16 PM


