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The ethics of fishing
By Gary Korsgaden   Courtesy of: PARK RAPIDS ENTERPRISE

https://www.parkrapidsenterprise.com/sports/outdoors

	 What impact does better fishing electronics have on the fish-
eries resource? How does fishing spots marked with GPS coor-
dinates, shared readily with others, affect game fish populations? 
Or the growing popularity of luxury home sleeper wheelhouses? 
What will the additional day and night fishing pressure do to the 
fishing and the resource?

	 These are questions often discussed in the boat, fish house, 
coffee shop and campfires around the state—questions that are 
now being discussed at citizen specie resource committee meet-
ings organized by the Minnesota DNR around the state.

	 There are no easy answers, that is for sure. Or do we do 
anything at all?  How do we get the message out about the im-
portance of ethical fishing practices and focus on how wrong it is 
taking more fish then legally allowed?

	 Ninety percent of fish harvested from a body of water can 
happen during the winter. The resources are accessible, and peo-
ple have more time for fishing during the winter compared to the 
summer.

	 With more anglers fishing longer hours on the ice, it is possi-
ble a spike in fish harvest is happening.

	 Are anglers getting the message of the importance of ethical 
harvest practices that fits best for the resource? For example, an 
angler relatively new to fishing recently shared his experience on 
a hot crappie bite with a friend of his. The lake had a five crappie 
limit. The crappie were found in 35 feet of water and very coop-
erative. Instead of keeping a limit of five fish apiece and stopping, 
they kept fishing, releasing the smaller ones, concentrating on 
keeping only the bigger fish. The pair admitted to releasing 80 

to 90 crappie in one evening, assuming that all the fish released 
survived, which is not always the case. Crappie caught in deeper 
water, then released, are at risk for delayed mortality.

	 At an area lake, several wheelhouses converged on a hot 
crappie spot. They were part of a larger statewide organization 
with over 15,000 members. On a lake of less than 500 acres, the 
group fished day and night. They wanted only the larger crappie. 
They tried to release the smaller ones. Realizing the fish that 
could not be released, they refused to keep the fish. They chose 
to bury them in the snow, with the carcass remains of crappie 
that were cleaned and taken home. They relied on fishing spots 
marked with GPS coordinates shared from another wheelhouse 
outing.

	 Another group converged on Lake of the Woods, camped on 
a walleye/sauger spot. During three days of fishing, they caught 
eight limits of walleye and sauger, all which were consumed 
while on the ice, then kept a limit for each angler to take home.

	 It is not the wheelhouse that causes concern. Instead it’s 
those inside, raising eyebrows.

	 In my opinion, we shouldn’t blame or limit wheelhouses with 
special restrictions. The popularity of ice fishing has increased 
with better equipment, and wheelhouses are part of the boom. 
Comfortable wheelhouses and warmer clothing enhances the 
appeal for more people to ice fish and stay out longer on the 
lakes. Placing more restrictions could curb fishing enjoyment and 
participation. Instead, let’s educate anglers as to why it is critical-
ly important to always practice ethical fishing for the long-term 
sustainability of the resource. Limits are set for a reason and it’s 
important to adhere to them.
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From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

We will be holding elections at the next meeting.  We are asking that everyone attend
this meeting to make your vote count.  The term is up for 1 Board Member.  If you would
like to run for this position please bring it up at the meeting, or call me at 507-381-2041 or
email at jr@newulmtel.net 

Todd and Karen from the Dixon Lake Resort are very excited to have our club back at
their resort this year.  They have also donated a four person fishing trip as one of our
prizes for the fishing contest we will have in February.  The date for the trip is February
16th. I need to have conformation and your $50.00 down payment to them after the
December’s meeting.  If you are interested in going along on this trip please contact me at
507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel,net. The total for the trip is $130.00 per person
for three nights, or $185.00 per person food included. Todd and Karen also said there
would be no charge for the angling and spearing houses this year. They have room for 24
people in their angling houses and about 25 spearing houses available. This is first come
first serve, so if you need an ice house let me know. If you are unable to attend the meet-
ing and need to pay your$50.00 down payment send it to Jason Kuester 56554-446th
Street New Ulm, Mn 56073.

It is time to start thinking of the Ice Fishing Contest. The date for the contest is going
to be February 12th 2016.   We are asking that each member please try to sell at least one
book of tickets. You will find one book of tickets in this months newsletter. If you are
unable to sell your tickets please send them back, bring them to a meeting, or drop them
off at the Ice Fishing Contest. This event is our largest fund raiser for the club. Additional
tickets are always available at each meeting or by contacting Ross Nelson at 507-766-
0765, Ken Sutherland 507-276-1534 or myself at 507-381-2041.  

Fall is here (maybe winter) and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the
New Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club.  We are always looking for new members to join.
If you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our
club.  As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your
choice!  

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!
Muskie Fishing Abounds continued from page one
and many anglers find success by trolling in open water. In this scenario, muskies are chas-
ing schools of high-fat fish such as tullibees, so they may be 40 feet down over 60 feet of
water, for example. Anglers can encounter these fish by tying on minnow-imitating baits
and trolling across the lake.

Learn more about Minnesota's fish at:  http://www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-
ideas/meet-minnesota-fish/index.aspx and connect with outfitters and guides at:
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/things-to-do/fishing-hunting/index.aspx to plan your
fishing trip.
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street

Offer good once a month on the date of the
NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.
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507. 546. 3377
NEW ULM

507. 276 . 6091
218 NORTH PAYNE               NEW ULM  MN 56073

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail
or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Just 5 miles from LakeWinnibigigosh’s Third River access.Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabinswith A/C and cable TV.Dixon Lake and Winnie have greatfishing: crappies, sunnies, walleye,large mouth bass & northern.Bar and Restaurant.Great family resort.
Open year around. ATV trail.

Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.

Ice fishing and spearing.

MANKATO TENT & AWNING
www.mankatotent.com

Cell: 507-317-7379                        Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com      Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street • Mankato, MN 56002 • Div. TTF Industries 

American Surplus
& Manufacturing
Home of the Original
Ice Castle Fish House   
RV
Montevideo, MN
320-269-5428

You can camp in a Fish House,

The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows 

“45 years in the business of
music entertainment” 

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging 
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years. 
Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080           e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com

NUASF Monthly Meeting October 27th, 2016 Members Present: 30
Minutes prepared by Tony Miller
I. Secretary Report
Motion - accept as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by: Ken Kohn Passed unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
Accounts Balance:  
Allocations: 
Treasury Balance:  Motion - accepted as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by:  Orv Rannow

Passed unanimously.
III. Old Business
A. Membership update
1. Members = 154                  Members Due = 19
B. Area Lakes an Rivers Report
1. Devils Lake - Hilly and Jim very Leibl did well
2. Ball Club Lake - Crappies were great, about 9 1/2”
3. Northern Minnesota has been really hot
4. Lake Hanska, Northerns are picking up
5. North Fork Crow River, Walleye are hot 
C. Clubhouse and Grounds Update
1. Thanks to crew for fixing up the fish houses. Great job!
2. Could use a new hood for grill - Ken Kohn volunteered
3. Furnace had a wren caught in the fan!
4. Thanks to Orv Rannow and Orv Johnson for building the deck.  Great job!
5. Discussion on purchase of new grill for deck.
IV. Old Business
A. None
V. New Business
A. Ice Fishing Contest
1. IFC ticket sales - 4 wheeler and fish house tickets are available.  Sell, Sell, Sell!
2. Event tickets will have 30 year anniversary information on them
3. Looking for help to sell tickets 
a) Hanksa Lake Assn annual meeting Nov. 15th. Sell tickets
b) Parade of lights Nov. 25th.  Sell tickets
4. Working on several sponsors for event
5. Outdoor News to do an article on IFC
6. Need help for posters/tickets Date
7. Prize Collection - Pat Roiger in charge (need help)
a)Don’t repeat donation requests to sponsors!  Make sure you check with Pat for businesses that
were solicited.
8. Tom Simonson applied for food permit.  Need volunteers for food sales.
B. Hanksa Lake Association annual meeting Nov. 15th
1. Need club card from HLA to NUASF as a member.
2. Discussion on $250 donation to HLA.
VI. Other New Business
A. Minnesota River CongressNov. 17th.  Kato Ballroom in Mankato.  See Scott Sparlin for
information.
B. Winter Fishing Trip to Dixon Lake
1. Feb 16th - 19th
2. $50 to Jason for deposit, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
3. Total cost for trip = $185 
4. IF YOU WANT A SPEAR HOUSE, NOTIFIY JASON KUESTER ASAP
5. Band will be available for us for entertainment
C. Food for next meeting: Pat Roiger and John Hunstad
D. NOTICE!  Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, next mtg - Nov meeting Nov 17th
E. Corey Ganser (Dave Mecklenberg’s son-in-law) provided a matching donation with     Apple   
Corp. to EE Mecklenberg Scholarship Fund and to club funds.

1. Discussion on disbursement of funds.  Tabled until funds are received.
F.  Ron Bolduan hospitalized Oct 20th for back surgery, transferred to Oak Hills Oct. 28th for  

rehab.  Flowers from club sent to Oak Hills  
G. Trailer for sale for bids, see Ken Kohn.  (8’ x 16’) good for fish house.
VII. Adjourn 8:30pm

Booking 406-395-4515                                                               Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)                        Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D
Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

Gary Sprenger
Construction

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street

Offer good once a month on the date of the
NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.

MM & B
PROP SHOP

MANKATO
507. 546. 3377
NEW ULM

507. 276 . 6091
218 NORTH PAYNE               NEW ULM  MN 56073

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail
or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Just 5 miles from LakeWinnibigigosh’s Third River access.Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabinswith A/C and cable TV.Dixon Lake and Winnie have greatfishing: crappies, sunnies, walleye,large mouth bass & northern.Bar and Restaurant.Great family resort.
Open year around. ATV trail.

Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.

Ice fishing and spearing.

MANKATO TENT & AWNING
www.mankatotent.com

Cell: 507-317-7379                        Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com      Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street • Mankato, MN 56002 • Div. TTF Industries 

American Surplus
& Manufacturing
Home of the Original
Ice Castle Fish House   
RV
Montevideo, MN
320-269-5428

You can camp in a Fish House,

The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows 

“45 years in the business of
music entertainment” 

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging 
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years. 
Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080           e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com

NUASF Monthly Meeting October 27th, 2016 Members Present: 30
Minutes prepared by Tony Miller
I. Secretary Report
Motion - accept as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by: Ken Kohn Passed unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
Accounts Balance:  
Allocations: 
Treasury Balance:  Motion - accepted as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by:  Orv Rannow

Passed unanimously.
III. Old Business
A. Membership update
1. Members = 154                  Members Due = 19
B. Area Lakes an Rivers Report
1. Devils Lake - Hilly and Jim very Leibl did well
2. Ball Club Lake - Crappies were great, about 9 1/2”
3. Northern Minnesota has been really hot
4. Lake Hanska, Northerns are picking up
5. North Fork Crow River, Walleye are hot 
C. Clubhouse and Grounds Update
1. Thanks to crew for fixing up the fish houses. Great job!
2. Could use a new hood for grill - Ken Kohn volunteered
3. Furnace had a wren caught in the fan!
4. Thanks to Orv Rannow and Orv Johnson for building the deck.  Great job!
5. Discussion on purchase of new grill for deck.
IV. Old Business
A. None
V. New Business
A. Ice Fishing Contest
1. IFC ticket sales - 4 wheeler and fish house tickets are available.  Sell, Sell, Sell!
2. Event tickets will have 30 year anniversary information on them
3. Looking for help to sell tickets 
a) Hanksa Lake Assn annual meeting Nov. 15th. Sell tickets
b) Parade of lights Nov. 25th.  Sell tickets
4. Working on several sponsors for event
5. Outdoor News to do an article on IFC
6. Need help for posters/tickets Date
7. Prize Collection - Pat Roiger in charge (need help)
a)Don’t repeat donation requests to sponsors!  Make sure you check with Pat for businesses that
were solicited.
8. Tom Simonson applied for food permit.  Need volunteers for food sales.
B. Hanksa Lake Association annual meeting Nov. 15th
1. Need club card from HLA to NUASF as a member.
2. Discussion on $250 donation to HLA.
VI. Other New Business
A. Minnesota River CongressNov. 17th.  Kato Ballroom in Mankato.  See Scott Sparlin for
information.
B. Winter Fishing Trip to Dixon Lake
1. Feb 16th - 19th
2. $50 to Jason for deposit, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
3. Total cost for trip = $185 
4. IF YOU WANT A SPEAR HOUSE, NOTIFIY JASON KUESTER ASAP
5. Band will be available for us for entertainment
C. Food for next meeting: Pat Roiger and John Hunstad
D. NOTICE!  Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, next mtg - Nov meeting Nov 17th
E. Corey Ganser (Dave Mecklenberg’s son-in-law) provided a matching donation with     Apple   
Corp. to EE Mecklenberg Scholarship Fund and to club funds.

1. Discussion on disbursement of funds.  Tabled until funds are received.
F.  Ron Bolduan hospitalized Oct 20th for back surgery, transferred to Oak Hills Oct. 28th for  

rehab.  Flowers from club sent to Oak Hills  
G. Trailer for sale for bids, see Ken Kohn.  (8’ x 16’) good for fish house.
VII. Adjourn 8:30pm

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4164

	 First things first, at the last meeting we elected our winner for the Stoney Award. The 
Stoney Award goes out to the member who gives time and time again. We all know there 
are many members that do this and I would like to thank all of our members for making 
this such a great organization. At the next meeting we will be presenting Pat Roiger with 
this great award. Thanks Pat for all your hard work and dedication to our club.
	 We are always looking for new ideas. Feel free to bring them to the next meeting. 
We will be discussing dates for upcoming events during the year. We will also talk about 
fundraising ideas for 2018. As everyone knows the club wants to remain very active in the 
community. If you can’t make the next meeting please email or call me with your ideas…. 
Note: Ice house tickets will be available in July
	 I would also like to recognize the Studtmann family for putting together the 9th 
annual Willmar Studtmann Memorial Ice Fishing contest at Studtmann Pond. We had great 
weather and ice on the pond everyone had a great time!! It was a great way to spend an 
afternoon with friends and family. We had around 20 members at the pond. Thank you to 
all who attended!!
	 Spring is in the air and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the New 
Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club. We are always looking for new members to join. If you 
know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our club. As 
always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!

From the President.....
By Jason Kuester

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by Master 
Graphics for New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen. The opinions 
expressed in this newsletter are solely those of respective 
writers and not to be construed as the opinion of the NUASF 
or its members. Send all correspondence and submissions to 
New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box 294, New Ulm, 
MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester 507-381-2041; Vice-President 
- Gary Sprenger 507-359-9358; Secretary - Ross Nelson 
507-766-0765; Treasurer - Jen Kuester 507-766-0143; Board 
Members: Mike Buechner 507-354-2739, Wyman Forbrook 
507-420-5828, Mike Studtmann 507-995-3074.

The Official Publication of The New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen 
New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen • P.O. Box 294 • New Ulm, MN 56073       Web Site: newulmsportfish.org.

 

Club Calendar

	 C.	Boy Scouts (Grant Diedrich)
	 	 •	 Grant gave an overview of the program. 
	 	 •	 Provided a plaque to the club as an appreciation of thanks for the help the club gives.
	 D.	History Learning Center (Ron Bouldan) 
	 	 •	 Overview of the program’s year.
	 	 •	 Now have heated during the winter to allow year round access. Adding handicapped accessible bathroom
	 	 •	 Was on Pioneer Public Television program.  Google the info to watch.
	 E.	Scott Sparlin
		  •	 Fishing 1,2,3
	 	 	 a)	 Dates set, same format.  2nd Tues in June, 3rd Tues, and 3rd Thurs in June (3pm-5pm).  Looking for
	 	 	 	 help with food. Have some volunteers but looking for more.  
		  •	 High School Fishing Classes
			   a)	 Originally scheduled for next thurs/ friday, but delayed due to pond conditions.  Schedule to come out. 
	 	 •	 MN River Congress
	 	 	 a)	 May 17th @ Kato Ballroom.  Getting a notification sent out for dates, brand new website has been
				    created. 
		  •	 Water Action Day at the Capital
	 	 	 a)	 May 2nd. Last year 8 attended, anyone want to go this year with Scott, let him know. 
	 F.	MN DNR Fisheries (Scott Mackenthun)
	 	 •	 Talked about shallow lakes management.  Clear Lake 12/22/17 stocked pike.  15 perch per net at last
	 	 	 study and at good levels.
	 	 •	 Ortonville station has prespawn yellow perch for Clear Lake at Gibbon.
	 	 •	 Talked about oxygen level management and Clear Lake levels.
	 	 •	 New Pike regulations, get out and get fishing licenses. 
		  •	 Questions: 
	 	 	 a)	 Will the Pike knock down the crappie population?
	 	 	 	 (1)	 Shouldn’t as they’ll get after the bullheads and yellow perch.
	 	 	 b)	 Is it possible for perch to get stocked in Clear Lake.
	 	 	 	 (1)	 Would like to watch the levels as there are already a sufficient amount. 
			   c)	 Are the Northerns you put in, how much and what size
	 	 	 	 (1)	 166 fish
	 	 	 	 (2)	 Size is from 15”- upper 20’s”
	 	 	 d)	 Lake Hanska
				    (1)	 Channel Cats high
	 	 	 e)	 Does High Island need signatures to get the drawn down approved. 
	 	 	 	 (1)	 Yes they will, Scott walked through the process.
	 	 	 f)	 Discuss commercial netting getting on top of rough fish?
	 	 	 g)	 Any research on electrofishing for commercial netting?
	 	 	 h)	 More stocking of Northerns for Clear Lake?
	 	 	 	 (1)	 Yes would like to continue to put them in and continue to watch gill net tests
			   i)	 What are we doing with Asian Carp now?
	 G.	Club Projects (Jason K)
	 	 •	 Ice House
	 	 	 a)	 Another from Ice Castle.  Looking to get plaque from Vetter Stone to give as well as to our other
				    sponsors. 
	 	 •	 Hank Meyer’s Brown Co/ NUASF MN River Canoe Access
	 	 	 a)	 Getting signs and such made up. 
	 H.	Willmar Studtmann Memorial Ice Fishing Contest (Mike Studtmann)
	 	 •	 Mike gave recap of the contest and presented David Mecklenberg with a check for the donation to the
	 	 	 E.E. Mecklenberg Scholarship Fund.
	 I.	 High Island Lake Assn
	 	 •	 Banquet is nextr Saturday. Tickets $12.50. Raffle tickets available. 
	 	 •	 Have a hard time keeping a watershed coordinator.
	 J.	Stoney Award
	 	 •	 Chad Wills and Pat Roiger nominated
	 	 	 a)	 Pat Roiger won
	 K.	Other New Business:
	 	 •	 Orv Rannow - Need to do something with the road? Need to put something down?
		  •	 Contest tonight - hat and sweatshirt
V.	 V.	Food for next meeting - Grill out and bring sides.
V.	 Meeting Adjourn @ 9:16 PM

J 

NUASF Monthly Meeting March 29, 2018 Members Present: 46
I. Secretary Report - Report excepted as read.
II. Treasury Report - Report excepted as read.
III. Old Business
	 A. Membership update 154 Members w/ 30 Due (17 this month)
	 B. Area Lakes and Rivers Report:
	 	 •	 Madison Lake - Crappies
	 	 •	 Devils Lake - Tough fish but ate good and brought fish home
	 	 •	 Eel Pout - A Lot of fish caught.  #229 lbs of fish caught with Jason’s group.
	 C.	Club House & Grounds News:
	 	 •	 Didn’t plow snow. 
	 	 •	 Thanks to those that cleaned up after the contest.
	 	 •	 Need to keep an eye on the garbages
	 D.	Other Old Business:
	 	 •	 Gibbon sports club (Brian)
IV. New Business
	 A.	Board Meeting info
	 	 •	 Jen’s Financial Report - Report accepted as read
	 	 	 Approval passed unanimously by the members present.
	 	 •	 2018 Board Approvals - Report accepted as read
	 	 	 Approval passed unanimously by the members present.
	 	 •	 Land Purchase Account - Report accepted as read
	 B.	Pro Kinship for Kids (Kari Beran)
	 	 •	 Kari gave an overview of last year’s activities.
	 	 •	 How many kids? - In New Um there are 61 enrolled. 


