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By Greg Breining
	 Some of the best bass fishing you can 
find, you’ll find in Minnesota. Yes, in  
Minnesota, the walleye state. Yes, in  
Minnesota, where nary a bass fisherman 
speaks with a southern twang.
	 Granted, walleyes may be the state 
fish. And Minnesota doesn’t cough up 
10-pounders in the bass department. (The 
state record largemouth bass, caught in 
2005, weighed 8 pounds, 15 ounces). 
But, for numbers of bass, and amount 
and variety of fishing waters, Minnesota 
is hard to beat.
	 “It’s really amazing,” says Steve 
Quinn, an editor of In-Fisherman mag-
azine. “Often we’ll have visits from 
lure-company representatives and they 
are literally blown away by the action. 
How many you can catch in a day is far 
greater than in some of the states that are 
known for bass fishing.”
	 “Quality and quantity,” says National 
Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame angler 
Al Lindner. “I’ve fished all over the 
country. There’s no comparison to the 
overall average bass fishing - our lakes 
are loaded with them, all sizes.”
	 Largemouth bass occupy the shallow 
lakes of southern Minnesota’s farm coun-
try. Big bass swim Minneapolis lakes 
within sight of downtown skyscrapers. 
The state record was caught on the fring-

es of the Twin Cities metropolitan area. 
Largemouth also live in almost every 
large lake in central and northern Min-
nesota’s resort areas, such as Brainerd, 
Park Rapids, and Grand Rapids. For that 
reason, it’s easy to combine bass fishing 
with a family vacation of golf, sightsee-
ing and other recreation.
	 Overlooked in the Land of 10,000 
Lakes are 69,000 miles of natural 
streams. Many of these waterways harbor 
hard-fighting smallmouth bass - and 
some big ones at that.
	 “We have huge smallies swimming in 
some of the most scenic settings imagin-
able,” says author and fishing guide Tim 
Holschlag. Many of Holschlag’s repeat 
clients travel from other states to spend 
a day or two casting flies to smallmouth 
bass on a wild Minnesota river or the 
wilderness lakes of the Boundary Waters 
Canoe Area. “So many big fish in such 
uncrowded, beautiful settings,” says 
Holschlag, “does it get any better?”
	 Going bass fishing in Minnesota isn’t 
hard. Any resort can put you in touch 
with an experienced fishing guide. If 
you’d prefer to go out on your own, you 
won’t have trouble, either. Minnesota 
has pursued an aggressive program to 
provide public access to state lakes and 
streams, so nearly all good fishing water 
is easy to reach. Many lakes have fishing 

docks for shore-bound anglers. Many 
of Minnesota’s state parks provide good 
bass fishing close to campgrounds and 
activity areas such as hiking and biking 
trails, so nonanglers can have fun too.
	 Best time of year? Fishing is often hot 
when the season opens in May through  
early June. (Season dates vary across 
the state, so check regulations on DNR 
website.) Good fishing usually lasts well 
into fall.
	 Given the wide variety of bass waters 
in the state, tackle and tactics vary. In the 
fertile waters of southern Minnesota, 
where weed growth is heavy, opt for 
buzzbaits, spinnerbaits and worm rigs 
with heavy line and stiff rods. But in the 
clear water of many northern lakes, light 
lines and more subtle presentations often 
work better.
	 For smallmouth on the state’s streams, 
light baitcasting or spinning tackle with 
small plugs and jigs work well. Medium-
weight fly tackle with popping bugs and 
streamers is also effective.
	 If anything, it’s becoming easier to 
catch big smallmouth in Minnesota. 
Why? As anglers realize Minnesota’s 
smallmouth are an angling treasure, 
catch-and-release has caught on and is 
showing results. “It amazes me how good 
our fishing continues to be,” says Lind-
ner. “The other day I caught four.”
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The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by Joyce
Reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of
respective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of
the NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and
submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box
294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534). 

From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

We will be holding elections at the next meeting.  We are asking that everyone attend
this meeting to make your vote count.  The term is up for 1 Board Member.  If you would
like to run for this position please bring it up at the meeting, or call me at 507-381-2041 or
email at jr@newulmtel.net 

Todd and Karen from the Dixon Lake Resort are very excited to have our club back at
their resort this year.  They have also donated a four person fishing trip as one of our
prizes for the fishing contest we will have in February.  The date for the trip is February
16th. I need to have conformation and your $50.00 down payment to them after the
December’s meeting.  If you are interested in going along on this trip please contact me at
507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel,net. The total for the trip is $130.00 per person
for three nights, or $185.00 per person food included. Todd and Karen also said there
would be no charge for the angling and spearing houses this year. They have room for 24
people in their angling houses and about 25 spearing houses available. This is first come
first serve, so if you need an ice house let me know. If you are unable to attend the meet-
ing and need to pay your$50.00 down payment send it to Jason Kuester 56554-446th
Street New Ulm, Mn 56073.

It is time to start thinking of the Ice Fishing Contest. The date for the contest is going
to be February 12th 2016.   We are asking that each member please try to sell at least one
book of tickets. You will find one book of tickets in this months newsletter. If you are
unable to sell your tickets please send them back, bring them to a meeting, or drop them
off at the Ice Fishing Contest. This event is our largest fund raiser for the club. Additional
tickets are always available at each meeting or by contacting Ross Nelson at 507-766-
0765, Ken Sutherland 507-276-1534 or myself at 507-381-2041.  

Fall is here (maybe winter) and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the
New Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club.  We are always looking for new members to join.
If you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our
club.  As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your
choice!  

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!
Muskie Fishing Abounds continued from page one
and many anglers find success by trolling in open water. In this scenario, muskies are chas-
ing schools of high-fat fish such as tullibees, so they may be 40 feet down over 60 feet of
water, for example. Anglers can encounter these fish by tying on minnow-imitating baits
and trolling across the lake.

Learn more about Minnesota's fish at:  http://www.exploreminnesota.com/travel-
ideas/meet-minnesota-fish/index.aspx and connect with outfitters and guides at:
http://www.exploreminnesota.com/things-to-do/fishing-hunting/index.aspx to plan your
fishing trip.
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
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Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
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free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.
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www.dixonlakeresort.com
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or just give us a call
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Just 5 miles from LakeWinnibigigosh’s Third River access.Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabinswith A/C and cable TV.Dixon Lake and Winnie have greatfishing: crappies, sunnies, walleye,large mouth bass & northern.Bar and Restaurant.Great family resort.
Open year around. ATV trail.

Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.

Ice fishing and spearing.
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Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street • Mankato, MN 56002 • Div. TTF Industries 
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RV
Montevideo, MN
320-269-5428
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The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows 

“45 years in the business of
music entertainment” 

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging 
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years. 
Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080           e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com

NUASF Monthly Meeting October 27th, 2016 Members Present: 30
Minutes prepared by Tony Miller
I. Secretary Report
Motion - accept as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by: Ken Kohn Passed unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
Accounts Balance:  
Allocations: 
Treasury Balance:  Motion - accepted as read.  Made by: Jim Leibl Seconded by:  Orv Rannow

Passed unanimously.
III. Old Business
A. Membership update
1. Members = 154                  Members Due = 19
B. Area Lakes an Rivers Report
1. Devils Lake - Hilly and Jim very Leibl did well
2. Ball Club Lake - Crappies were great, about 9 1/2”
3. Northern Minnesota has been really hot
4. Lake Hanska, Northerns are picking up
5. North Fork Crow River, Walleye are hot 
C. Clubhouse and Grounds Update
1. Thanks to crew for fixing up the fish houses. Great job!
2. Could use a new hood for grill - Ken Kohn volunteered
3. Furnace had a wren caught in the fan!
4. Thanks to Orv Rannow and Orv Johnson for building the deck.  Great job!
5. Discussion on purchase of new grill for deck.
IV. Old Business
A. None
V. New Business
A. Ice Fishing Contest
1. IFC ticket sales - 4 wheeler and fish house tickets are available.  Sell, Sell, Sell!
2. Event tickets will have 30 year anniversary information on them
3. Looking for help to sell tickets 
a) Hanksa Lake Assn annual meeting Nov. 15th. Sell tickets
b) Parade of lights Nov. 25th.  Sell tickets
4. Working on several sponsors for event
5. Outdoor News to do an article on IFC
6. Need help for posters/tickets Date
7. Prize Collection - Pat Roiger in charge (need help)
a)Don’t repeat donation requests to sponsors!  Make sure you check with Pat for businesses that
were solicited.
8. Tom Simonson applied for food permit.  Need volunteers for food sales.
B. Hanksa Lake Association annual meeting Nov. 15th
1. Need club card from HLA to NUASF as a member.
2. Discussion on $250 donation to HLA.
VI. Other New Business
A. Minnesota River CongressNov. 17th.  Kato Ballroom in Mankato.  See Scott Sparlin for
information.
B. Winter Fishing Trip to Dixon Lake
1. Feb 16th - 19th
2. $50 to Jason for deposit, FIRST COME FIRST SERVED
3. Total cost for trip = $185 
4. IF YOU WANT A SPEAR HOUSE, NOTIFIY JASON KUESTER ASAP
5. Band will be available for us for entertainment
C. Food for next meeting: Pat Roiger and John Hunstad
D. NOTICE!  Due to Thanksgiving Holiday, next mtg - Nov meeting Nov 17th
E. Corey Ganser (Dave Mecklenberg’s son-in-law) provided a matching donation with     Apple   
Corp. to EE Mecklenberg Scholarship Fund and to club funds.

1. Discussion on disbursement of funds.  Tabled until funds are received.
F.  Ron Bolduan hospitalized Oct 20th for back surgery, transferred to Oak Hills Oct. 28th for  

rehab.  Flowers from club sent to Oak Hills  
G. Trailer for sale for bids, see Ken Kohn.  (8’ x 16’) good for fish house.
VII. Adjourn 8:30pm
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	 I hope everyone had a great Fishing Opener!!!! I’m sure there will be a 
few stories at the next meeting about the big one that got away.  So bring 
your stories along with your hot fishing spots and share them with your 
friends at the next meeting!!  Your secret hot spots are safe with us!!!  If 
you find yourself without a boat this summer the club has two that are 
available for our members, remember it is first come first serve.  

I have great news!   
	 We will be selling 900 Ice Castle tickets at $20.00 per ticket in  
books of 10. Prizes are as follows, 1st Place-Ice Castle, 2nd-
Place-$1,000.00, 3rd Place-$500.00, 4th Place-$250.00 5th 
Place-$100.00.  
	 Tickets will be here by the June meeting. If you are unable to attend 
the meeting and would like some tickets, please contact Ross Nelson 
507-766-0765, rnnuw@newulmtel.net or Ken Sutherland 507-276-1534 
ken.sutherland@ci.new-ulm.mn.us or myself at 507-381-2041 
jr@newulmtel.net  
	 Note: If you take the tickets you will be responsible for selling them 
or turning them back in at or before the Ice Fishing Contest in February. 

	 It’s defiantly summer like weather again and that means the grounds 
at the club will need to be mowed and trimmed.  We are going to have 
a sign up sheet for mowing, please help us by signing up. Thanks in 
advance for your help! 

	 Summer is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family 
to the New Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club.  We are always looking 
for new members to join.  If you know of someone bring them along 
and show them how much fun we have at our club.  As always, bring a 
friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your choice!  

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

From the President.....
By Jason Kuester

NUASF Monthly Meeting  March 30, 2017  Members Present: 45+

I. Secretary Report
A. Motion made by Jim Liebl and seconded by Jim Hulke to except report as read. Passed 
	 unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
A. Balance $ Motion made by Scott Sparlin and seconded by Jim Liebl to except report as read.
	 Passed unanimously. 
III. Old Business
A. Membership update 
	 1. 161 Members w/ 33 Due
B. Area Lakes and Rivers Report.
	 1. Washington – Lots of people fishing.
C. Club House and Grounds Update.
	 1. Floor needs to be cleaned. Orv Rannow will take care of it.
	 2. Orv R. said he will build a shed to cover the wood pile so it will stay dry.
	 3. Jim Hulke said he will purchase our old generator. Motion was made by Glen Rasmussen and
	 	 seconded by Scott Sparlin to sell the generator to Jim. Pass Unanimously.
IV. Other Old Business
A. Scott Sparlin -
	 1.	Fishing 1, 2, 3 – It is all set with the city. Already have 30 people signed up will except
	 	 another 10 people. Will also have an outing at Studtmann Pond. Wrote out a grant to POGGS
	 	 Foundation to cover fishing licenses for parents in hardship cases.
	 2. Water Action Day at the capital. We made an impact. Motion was made by Orv R and
	 	 seconded by Jim Hulke to cover the cost.
	 3. MN River Congress Day will be held May 18th in Redwood Falls.
	 4. New member signup sheets are being redone by Master Graphics.
V. New Business
A. Stone Award plaque will be presented next month to Wyman Forbrook. Wasn’t ready.
B. Boy Scout director Mark Bullen gave a presentation. 
C. Tom Miller talked to the club about the reasons he resigned. 
D. Kids Fishing Contest – Date set for Aug 16th. Jim Hulke will take care of the permits, food, ect.
E. Jason Kuester Update.
	 1. Lost Dog & Fox Park cleanup was taken care of my Ron Ludewig. 
	 2. Ice Castle Fish House – We will redo same as last year.
	 3. River Canoe access – Should we move forward or not. Motion was made by Jim Liebl and
	 	 seconded by Dave Mecklenberg to move forward. Pass unanimously.
	 4. Winter access on Clear Lake – Kim Olson will speak with the Berg’s. Motion was made by
	 	 Kim Olson and seconded by Scott Sparlin to explore all options.
VI. Other New Business 
A. Scholarship Fund will be awarded this year.
B. Food for next meeting will be provided by Jason Kuester.
C. Nothing is happening with our club house land purchase.
D. Jason K suggested we switch to Midwest Bank. Motion was made by Jim Liebl and seconded by
	 Scott Sparlin to Switch to Midwest Bank. Passed U
VII. Adjourn @ 9:00 PM
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