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Club Calendar
January 12th  ...................NUASF Social Night at Club House
January 26th.....................NUASF Club Meeing
February 9th  ............NUASF Social Night & Prize Meeting 

at Club House (5:00 Pm)

February 12th ………NUASF ICE Fishing Contest
February 16th ………NUASF Trip to DIXON LAKE
February 23rd.............NUASF Club eetingv

courtesy of: http://www.iceshanty.com/ (A
great website for stories about ice fishing)

For the avid angler, ice fishing is a way to
extend our favorite sport beyond the summer
months. Minnesota lakes are frozen over, on
average, 10 months out of the year, and if it
weren't for ice fishing we'd have to go a
long time without fishing. It's bad enough
we have to go that long without golfing.
Ice fishing in Minnesota is a sub-culture
and there is a strong camaraderie among
the anglers.

Ice fishing was completely unheard of
in Minnesota until the late 1800s. In 1888,
Sven Stevenson built a cabin on a hill
overlooking Lake Minnewaska. It was a
very wet fall and the hill had suffered a
few mud slides. The details are sketchy,
but it appears after a heavy January snow-
fall, Sven's outhouse and a sizable chunk
of frozen dirt slid down the hill and out onto
Lake Minnewaska - all while Sven was inside
doing his business. The friction from all that
frozen dirt sliding across the ice created
enough heat to open up a small hole in the ice.
Amazingly, the outhouse ended up right over
the top of it. Sven, of course, wasn't sure what
was going on but when things settled down, he
stood up, looked through the hole and saw fish
swimming below the outhouse. Being a fanatic
angler, Sven ran to the cabin, grabbed his fish-
ing pole, ran back to the outhouse and lowered
some bait into the hole. It wasn't long before a
crowd gathered to see what Sven was up to.

A few days later, other area residents
pushed outhouses onto the lake and a small
community was born. In the 1800s, most
anglers were men. The men found that they
enjoyed being "out on the ice away from our
nagging wives" as one man wrote in his jour-

nal.
In fact, many ice fishing pioneers built

additions onto their outhouses and even put in
wood stoves and a week's worth of food so
they could enjoy extended periods away from
home. This tradition is still practiced today.

Finally spring arrived and the community
of outhouses was pulled away by horses
(equipped with special ice-gripping horse
shoes). Sven's outhouse was not removed in
time and plunged through the thinning ice on
April 12, 1889. The Minnesota Historical
Society attempted to recover the structure in
1975 but, despite weeks of searching with a

one-man submarine, failed.
Ice fishing is different than regular open-

water fishing in several ways. The equipment
used is probably the largest difference. Ice
fishing poles are short so that an angler can (a)
get his line through a small hole in the ice, (b)

fight a fish and look down the hole simulta-
neously, (c) fit within the confined spaces of
the ice fishing house or shelter.

The use of an ice fishing house or shelter
is optional. Many anglers simply make a
hole in the ice and sit on an overturned pick-
le bucket. I've tried this, but with the typical
Minnesota wind it gets cold in a hurry.
Incidentally, used five-gallon pickle buckets
go for about $5 in Minnesota, the highest
price in the nation. Most people notice that
every restaurant in Minnesota uses a pickle
to garnish your meal - sometimes two pick-
les. That makes sense since the restaurants

derive a huge source of tax-free income selling
the empty pickle buckets.

Ice fishing tournaments, and there are a lot
of them, do not allow the use of ice fishing
houses. The demand for pickle buckets in the
towns that host those contests is so huge, local
stores actually stock them. These are luxury
pickle buckets though, with a cushioned seat 

Never operate a heater that generates dan-
gerous fumes inside of a fishing house. Always
have adequate ventilation. Keep a fire extin-
guisher handy. 
Things have come a long way since Sven's    

Cntinued on page 2
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Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.
Chuck and Lynda

Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428 

Licensed, bonded and insured.  MPCA LIC. #2535

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation – 

Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444

Page 2

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by Joyce
Reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of
respective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of
the NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and
submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box
294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534). 

From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

As most of you all know Eric Olson will be visiting us at our next meeting. Eric is a wonderful
asset to our club and we would like to THANK him for his support. Eric donates trips for our
Fishing Contest, membership drive, and also provides us with a great STEAK meal at our January
meeting. To help with this great meal we are asking everyone to please bring a dish to pass. Eric
will also be bringing extra hamburger along to the next meeting if you are interested in purchasing
some from him.

P.S. Eric will be serving the meal before the meeting! Gate will be open at 5:30 PM
As everyone knows our Clubs Ice Fishing Contest is February 12th. We should have the prizes col-
lected, and posters in place within the next couple weeks. Ticket sales can continue up to the day of
the contest. Once again this is our clubs biggest money maker, and we will need many volunteers
for this event. Tickets and posters are available at the next meeting or by contacting Ross Nelson
507-766-0765 or myself at 507-381- 2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel.net and we will get you as
many as you would like.

All prizes must be turned into the club on or before Thursday February 9th. We will be having a
special meeting on the 11th at 5:00 pm to organize all of the prizes for the contest.
There are 28 people signed up for the Dixon Lake resort trip! We still have room for 10 more.....I
need to have everyone’s down payment by the next meeting. Due to the great turnout there will be a
signup sheet for meals, and spear houses at the next meeting. If you are unable to attend the next
meeting contact me at 507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel,net.

Winter is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the New Ulm Area Sport
Fisherman Club. We are always looking for new members to join. If you know of someone bring
them along and show them how much fun we have at our club. As always, bring a friend and each
of you will receive a free refreshment of your choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!

FLOOR CARE 
SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN • Phone 507-354-5402

Cell Phone 507-276-2001

Neal Haaland
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

51A Broadway N Fl 1
Fargo, ND 58102

neal_haaland@ml.com
Tel. 701.241.1253

866.241.0885
Fax 701.205.4274

Merrill Lynch 
Wealth Management

Imperial
Porta-Palace

Merril Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated

Bank of America Corporation

Place
your ad

Here

FARM & FLEET 
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
2107 North Garden, New Ulm      359-2988

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4164

Place
your ad

Here

The History of Ice Fishing  in Minnesota continued from page 1
first Minnesota ice fishing house. Today, most have a heat source, television,
satellite dish, reclining chairs, bunk beds, rustic dining table and chairs, carpet, pan-
eling, and in a few rare cases, mortgage. The ice house must have the owner's name
and phone number clearly displayed on the outside. There may be some other laws
regarding ice houses and anglers should check out the latest regulations. I do know
that it is illegal to burn down an ice house just to avoid having to get it off the ice in
the spring.

It's not too tough to find where the fish are. There are parts of a lake where fish
tend to congregate and their human pursuers will congregate directly above them.
You can see these little villages out on the ice as you drive past most Minnesota
lakes. My advice is to look for these little villages and then go ahead and squeeze
into their territory. You may get beer cans thrown at you, but Minnesotans are pretty
forgiving over time - especially if you buy them more beer.



Booking 406-395-4515                                                               Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)                        Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D
Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

Gary Sprenger
Construction

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street

Offer good once a month on the date of the
NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.

MM & B
PROP SHOP

MANKATO
507. 546. 3377

NEW ULM
507. 276 . 6091

218 NORTH PAYNE               NEW ULM  MN 56073

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail

or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Just 5 miles from LakeWinnibigigosh’s Third River access.Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabinswith A/C and cable TV.Dixon Lake and Winnie have greatfishing: crappies, sunnies, walleye,large mouth bass & northern.Bar and Restaurant.Great family resort.
Open year around. ATV trail.

Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.

Ice fishing and spearing.

MANKATO TENT & AWNING
www.mankatotent.com

Cell: 507-317-7379                        Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com      Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street • Mankato, MN 56002 • Div. TTF Industries 

American Surplus
& Manufacturing
Home of the Original
Ice Castle Fish House   
RV
Montevideo, MN
320-269-5428

You can camp in a Fish House,

The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows 

“45 years in the business of
music entertainment” 

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging 
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years. 
Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080           e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com

NUASF Monthly Meeting Dec 22, 2016 Members Present: 40+
I. Secretary Report
A) Motion made by Jim Liebl and seconded by Mike Deinken to except report as read.
Passed unanimously.                   
II. Treasury Report
A) Balance $ Motion made by Orv Rannow and seconded by Ken Kohn to except
report as read. Passed unanimously 
III. Old Business
A)Membership update 
1) 156 Members w/ 29 Due
B) Area Lakes and Rivers Report.
1) Clear Lake – DNR did a netting (Crappies 5 1/2”-7 1/2” & 9 1/2”-11 ½”, Walleye
7”-8 ½” & 18”-19”, Perch are coming back strong) Not safe be going on the ice yet.  
2) High Island – 36 5”-7” Walleye on the south shore.
3) Lake of the Woods – Poor luck 9” ice.
4) Red Lake – ½ ton truck fell in.
5) Lake Hanska – 3-10” Perch.
C) Club House and Grounds Update.
1) 3 missing electric roaster pans, does anyone have them?  
2) Tony Miller has some rebates from Menards if anyone is getting something for the
club.
IV) Other Old Business
A) None
V) New Business
A) Membership drive winner is Jason Kuester with 3 new member.
1) Jason is going to donate the trip back to the club. Anyone interested should make a
bid and all proceeds will go back to the club and be used for kids prizes.
B) Web site update. 
1) All newsletters we have are up to date on our site. If you have old newsletters that
are not on the site see Tony Miller.
C) Scott Sparlin
1) Article our club had in the Outdoor News he will get framed. Also made copies that
we can hand out at our events.
2) New DNR Reginal Fisheries head, Scott Mackeucken, will be available for our
January meeting.
3) He will be going to the DNR Round table. Asked if we could cover his mileage and
room again this year to represent the club. Motion made by Jim Hulke and seconded
by Orv R. to cover his expenses. Pass U
D) Ice Fishing Contest Update
1) Price collection update from Pat Roiger. Check the collection board before going to
the accounts.
2) Food License is being worked on. See Tom Simonson if you can help at the food
tent.
3) Orv R. will be building a wall to go around the food tent to help keep the wind out.
4) Ticket sales are down. 
E) Winter Fish Trip to Dixon
1) Feb 16-19 – We are ¾ full. $50 deposit to Jason K., Total cost $185
F) Food for next meeting – Eric Olson steak night. Bring a dish to pass. 
VI) Other New Business
A ) Club purchase a new generator from Dranttel. Will sell old generator, give a bid at
the next meeting.
B ) Mecklenburg Scholarship Fund received a donation thru Dave Mecklenburg son-
in-law Corey totaling 
C – Received a donation from the Wayne Forbrook Family of $300 to be use to kids
prizes at the contest.
D) Still have some fishing supplies from the Retzlaff estate. See Jim Hulke.
VII) Adjourn @ 8:22
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Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Retzlaff’s 
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards

Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers

Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm

507-354-8851

•EMBROIDERY • AD SPECIALTIES
• SCREEN PRINTING • SIGNS
507-354-6009     800-584-9457

1602 S. BROADWAY         NEW ULM, MN 56073
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· Gravel Hauling

· Site Work

· Sewer and Water Services

· Skid Loader Work

· Basement and Footings

· Landscaping/Black Dirt

�"����
· Crack Repair

· Asphalt Seal Coating

· Parking Lot Striping

· Blacktop Patching

· New Parking Lot Construction

· Parking Lot/Street Sweeping
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We have two gravel pits in the Courtland area.

Excavating
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Jeff Amundson
Financial Associate
108 So. Minnesota
New Ulm, MN 56073

Phone 507-354-4413 . Fax 507-354-3284
“Connecting faith & finances for good”

THRIVENT
FINANCIAL

Zinniel
Electric

• Residential •  Farm/Ag • Commercial
• Industrial • Solar PV

Sleepy Eye and Morgan locations
Serving all of Southern MN 
Call Toll-Free 1-800-817-7930
www.zinnielelectric.com


