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Drifting For Walleyes

by fishing guide Jeff (Cubby) Skelly

The edge of a specific structure is a
great place to start looking for spring
Walleyes. These edges form breaks which
almost act like barriers to hold fish a little
longer to feed before they move on.
These are physical boundaries between
shallow food producing areas of the lake.
Here schools of active Walleyes meet
concentrations of baitfish and often this is
a prime fishing area.

By fishing the edges of weeds, drop-
offs and other structures, you will
increase your chances of finding a funnel
or pinch point where fish concentrate.
Fish will hold on these spots depending
on such factors as water temperature,
baitfish and light level. Your success will
then depend on proper presentation.

Once you have located the edge and a
few fish, the next step is to entice them
into biting. Your presentation will depend
on the specific edge you have selected. If
the Walleyes are directly below the boat

and concentrated on a physical edge you

can backtroll a Roach Rig, Fireball Jig or

even a bottom bouncer, keeping the bait
among the fish you can see on your
depthfinder. If you find the fish strung
out along the edge, keep moving and
they will bite. If they are clumped up in
one spot, hover over them and vertically
jig them.

Keep trying to determine where the
fish are holding. Keep asking yourself
the question, what is their pattern?
Drifting is a great way to catch a trophy
because even the craftiest Walleye can-
not hear you coming.

Drifting the breakline on a windy day
is truly a great way to produce some
very nice strings of Walleyes. The tackle
is simple and the methods are easy to
learn and my number one go to method
is of course the jig and minnow. The size
of the jig should be just enough to occa-
sionally tick the bottom. It is so very
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important to match your live bait delivery
system to the environment that you are
fishing.

Boat control is always critical, espe-
cially when trying to keep lite jigs on the
bottom in heavy wind. One way that I
approach solid boat control is with a sea
anchor. By tying an anchor to the bow
and backtrolling along a contour depth I
know I can swim a 1/16th oz. Fireball Jig
at the proper depth and to keep my boat
pointed in the direction I want to go,
rather then the way the wind wants to
push me.

Spring is finally here and if you use
these techniques, not only will you see
more success this spring, but also the fish
won’t hear you coming. Try some subtle
approaches in your drifting patterns and
enjoy more Walleye action. Have fun and
as always be safe.

http://mnfishingpros.com



Ryrrrrings
FARM & FLEET
FARM - HARDWARE - AUTO - TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN - PAINT - CLOTHING
2107 North Garden, New Ulm 359-2988

Merrill Lynch
Wealth Management
Bank of America Corporation
51A Broadway N FI 1
Fargo, ND 58102
neal_haaland@ml.com
Tel. 701.241.1253
866.241.0885
Fax 701.205.4274
Merril Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated

Neal Haaland
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

Hoffman Construction
Gravel — Excavation —
Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway * New Ulm

507-359-4444

Dont’s Doors

Don Thompson
507-271-1798

dont@newulmtel.net
Specializing in installation and service
of all residential and light commercial
overhead doors and openers.

RV RANNQW

FLOOR CARE

SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN + Phone 507-3545402

KRAL’S
APPLIANCE
~ REPAIR

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax 507-354-7544
New Ulm, MN Res. 507-354-7864
Imperial

Porta-Palace

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Chuck and Lynda
Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428

Licensed, bonded and insured. MPCA LIC. #2535

From the President .....
By Jason Kuester

I hope everyone had a great Fishing Opener!!!! I'm sure there will be a few
stories at the next meeting about the big one that got away. So bring your stories
along with your hot fishng spots and share them with your friends at the next
meeting!! Your secret hot spots are safe with us!!! If you find youself without a
boat this summer the club has two that are available for our members, remember
it is first come, first serve.

I have great news! The club will be selling tickets for the new 2014 Alumacraft
MV 1648 NCS. It has a solid floor, bow storage, Evinrude 25 ETC w/ tilt, electric
start, Shorelander trailer, fish finder, and 2 life jackets. We bought the boat from
Retzlaff’s Marine in New Ulm. If you get a chance, stop in and thank John and
Mark for helping us out with this great boat. We will be selling 1000 tickets at
$20.00 per ticket in books of 5. Prizes are as follows: 1st Place - Boat, 2nd Place
- $1000.00, 3rd Place $500.00 and 4th through 10th Places $250.00 each. Tickets
will hopefully be here by the next meeting. If you are unable to attend the meet-
ing and wuld like some tickets, pleaase contact Ross Nelson at 507-766-0765,
rnnuw @newulmtel .net; Ken Sutherland at 507-276-1534,
ken.sutherland @ct.new-ulm.mn.us or myself at 507-381-2041, jr@newulmtel.net.

Note: The tickets come in books of 5 and are $20.00 each. If you take the tick-
ets you will be responsible for selling them or turning them back in at or before
Riverblast in August.

See you at the next meeting!

Meeting Notes continued from page 3

H.Other New Business
Speaker — Jim Bruss Lake Hanska Area Lake Association talked about Lake Hanska.
Approx. 70 members
*Dead fish have not been found yet *Sleepy Eye Sportsmen Club donated solar light at
Gieger
LandingAeration system maintained at Godahl Landing eLots of camerons on the lake
I. Friends of High Island update
* Thanks for support from NUASF for Ice Fishing Contest
* Month of February oxygen reading below 1, lake open to promiscuous fishing.
* Discussion of fishing on High Island Lake
* Motion by Jim Liebl, 2nd by Dave Mecklenberg to donate to Friends of High Island.
Passed unanimously.
J. Spontaneous discussion on wetland mitigation and storm water cleanup.

Adjourn

Page 2
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The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of
respective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of
the NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and
submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box
294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

Value

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534).

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-4164




Monthly Meeting April 24th, 2014 Members present: 25+ Notes by Tony Miller

I. Secretary Report o )
Motion: Orin S, 2nd by Jim Liebl to accept report as read. Passed unanimously
II. Treasury Report
1) Balance
2) Motion: Gary Sprenger, 2nd by Orin Schultz to accept report as read.
Passed unanimously.
II1. Old Business
A. Membership update
1) MembersEip stands at 183 with 31 due
2) Membership drive 77777
B. Area Lakes and Rivers Report
1) Clear Lake — landing is in great shape! Lots of dead fish
2) Lake Hanksa — dead bullheads
3) Lake Crystal — more dead fish (walleye, northern, carp)
4) High Island — 10 1b carp found dead
5) Waltermap — dead carp (big ones), no dead bullheads
C. Club House News
1) Need a cleanup — Jason Kuester suggests May 15th (Social Night)
3) Need wood for fire pit
4) Signup sheet will be out for mowing — please sign up!
5) Jim Leibl will make new tumber for tickets
6) Barry Zimmerman will service the air conditioner
T)Jason Kuester (Ground Zero) will work on driveway
IV. New Business
A. Stoney award will be presented to Ross Nelson at May meeting
B. Tony Miller talked about Spirit Lake Iowa trip
1) 11 club members, Mike Hasse, Tom Richter, Mel Meschke, Mike Faerber
3) Toured Heron Lake common carp barrier (Windom)
4) Toured Spirit Lake DNR hatchery
5) Toured Iowa Great Lakes barrier
6) Visited Fishermens Factory Outlet store
7) Everyone had a great time and learned a lot!
8) Vote on added cost for Lake Crystal Coaches. Motion made by Russ Radenbaugh, sec-
onded by Jim
Liebl to approve additional cost. Passed unanimously.
C. Speaker Joe Fellegy
1) Joe will feature NUASF Youth Fishing Contest in Outdoor News
2) Talked about numerous subjects. Always a pleasure! Thanks for a great time Joe!
D. Speaker Rob Swanson talked about past donation to Boy Scouts
) Discussion followed about request proposals submitted for 2014.
2) Suggestion made to choose another camp (other than Cuyuna) for new donation.
3) Motion by Jim Liebl, second by Orin Schulz to approve proposal #2 : replace Fishing
Equipment for
Council Camps. Passed Unanimously
E. Youth Fishing Contest — August 13th
1) Fishermens Factory Outlet donation plus 25% discount
2) Discussion about funding from club for contest costs. Overwhelming support to continue
club sponsorship and support for this event.
3) Permits approved and park is ready for use
4) Suggestion for club members to patronize sponsors of all events and thank them for their
support.
5) DiSlZJIl)lSSiOIl on “lifetime” licenses as prizes. Seems to be too expensive.
F. Club News
1) Club Grounds Cleanup — May 13th , 5pm, Happy Joes pizza after cleanup
2) Boat raffle — Still working on details and updating paperwork. Should be here by
May meeting
3) Gift certificate has been delivered to Berg family for use of landing at Ice Fishing Contest
G. Food for next meeting — pot luck
Continued on page 2

The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows

ﬁ “43 years in the business of

g music entertainment”

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years.

Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073
507-276-2080 e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com

NEW ULM

DECORATING &7
ez o

507-359-2850
Kim Olson

Gary Sprenger
Construction
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Light Carpentry ¢ Drywall Taping & Texturing
Specializing in Drywall Repair
Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 ¢ Phone 507-359-9358

www.mankatotent.com
Cell: 507-317-7379 Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com  Fax: 507-625-5111
Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street « Mankato, MN 56002 « Div. TTF Industries

M& B
RROP SHOP

- MANKATO
= 507.546. 3377
: ‘!\ NEW ULM
. 507.276 . 6091
218 NORTH PAYNE NEW ULM MN 56073
\ ust 5 miles from Lake
M % Winnibigigosh’s Third River access.
Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabins

. Wit and cable TV.
Dixon Lake and Winnie have great
fishing: cra[t)gles, sunies, walleye,
large mouth bass & northern.
Bar and Restaurant.

Great family resort.

Open year around. ATV trail.
Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.
Ice fishing and spearing.

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail
or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
Mr. O

Mr. K Mr. D
Eric Olson
Lake Diefenbaker
Saskatchewan, Canada
Booking 406-395-4515 Eric Olson

Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July) Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light
B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street
Offer good once a month on the date of the

NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.
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Building Materials - ldea Showroom

Lumber « Hardware - Doors « Windows
Carpet & Flooring * Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Professional Installation + Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings « Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West 233'8440 New Ulm

Gabrielle Menne

¢ gmenne@pontoon.com
Marketing Manager

Direct 507.233.8095

T T

www.palmbeachpontoons.com www.weeres.com

2137 North Broadway
New Ulm MN 56073
800.737.3415- tel: 507-233+8020
fax: 507-233-8029

2) g Zinmer

Electricity is Our Business
“Our Only Business”

+ Solar PV Systems - Design Build Experts
+ Complete Electrical Service - New & Repair
+ Underground Trenching & Aerial Work

800-817-7930
SPRINGFIELD - SLEEPY EYE - MORGAN
Farm+Commercial-ResidentialIndustrial

Audio Village

BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE’

*Custom Home Systems * Antenna Systems
e Surround Sound * Wiring and Hookings

Glen Rasmussen
Office 354-5961 « Home 354-8745

Matt Sparlin Photography

”A Lifetouch Photographer’
www.facebook.com/matt.sparlinphotography
1-605-323-5700
Matt Sparlin
Experienced Owner/Photographer
mattsparlinphotography @gmail.com
New Ulm, MN 56073 based

Retzlaff’s
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards
Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers
Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm

/S E RV ICES

PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping - Lot Striping
Snow Plowing « Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings - Skid Load Work
Traction Control - Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021
Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Family Owned Since 1926
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NEW ULM, MN 1602'S. BROADWAY  NEW ULM, MN 56073
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