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Like many anglers, I learned how to live bait
rig for walleyes with the bail open and my trigger
finger on the line.  At the first indication of a bite,
the though process was to let line peel off the
spool giving fish line so that they could swallow
the bait.  Anglers insisted that the less a walleye
feels your presence, the better.

There are situations where giving to the fish
whether it be by feeding line or pointing the rod
tip back when either running live bait rigs or spin-
ner rigs can be the ticket.  Especially earlier in the
season, the drill often seems to be creeping the rig
along and feeding the fish momentarily before the
hook set.

One adjustment to make however that can be
difficult for some anglers is dragging the fish ver-
sus feeding the fish.  Around the 4th of July on
many bodies of water year in and year out, the
water temperature continues to climb and the
metabolism of the fish climbs.  There comes a
point where you catch so many more fish by
dragging the fish along versus feeding the fish. 
Dragging the fish is just that.  No finger on the
line with the bail open, no worry about the fish
“feeling” the angler and no pointing the rod tip
back towards the fish.  When you get a bite, you
simply let the rod load up and drag the fish along

until you start to get a few head shakes.  Ever
had one of those days where the rod holder out
fished you… when you were trying hard to catch 

a fish with the rod you were holding?  I know I

have.  
I think what happens as fish get aggressive is

that they simply grab onto the bait and just don’t
want to give it up if it seems to be getting away.
When you drag the fish with steady and constant
pressure, the fish just seem to keep choking up
on the bait or harness until they hook them-
selves.  This adjustment or change in attitude
happens every summer.  

Earlier in the season, rigging with live bait can
often be considered a finesse tactic.  As the sum-
mer progresses, I often find that I catch more fish
with a more aggressive mindset concerning live
bait rigs… power rigging.  I often use a heavier
walking sinker or bottom bouncer that keeps the
presentation close to the transducer of the sonar.  

I like heavier snells, sometimes as heavy as
twenty pound monofilament so that I can move
really fast without the snell twisting up.  I often
move as fast as a mile and a half an hour but then
drop my speed as I mark fish on the electronics.
Once fish are deeper than fifteen feet, I feel that I
will mark most fish that are below me.  The name
of the game is to scoot along fast until you come
across another pod of fish.  Once you find or
mark some fish with your electronics, you can
slow down and fish at speeds that might range
between half a mile an hour to a mile and a half
an hour for rigs and up to two miles per hour for
spinner rigs.

One of the hottest rigging trends the past few
seasons have been half crawler rigs that utilize a
bent hook that causes the half crawler to rotate or
cork screw through the water.  Most of the half
crawler rigs on the market today use a much
heavier hook and use two bends on the shaft of
the hook which is quite different from the original
half crawler rigs we made ourselves from the
standard gold Aberdeen hook.  I still think the
original designs are much better because the hook
is lighter and only incorporates one bend so the
action on the night crawler is tighter and more of
a shimmy at a much slower speed. 

Recently I designed a half crawler rig for
Northland Tackle called the Crawler Hauler that
also has a barb on the hook to keep the night
crawler pinned in the right position.   
I have a video explaining how to use this hook
design to catch a lot of walleyes,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zV6Qcryfik8
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Club Calendar

Loading Up Walleyes

July 30th ..................................................NUASF Club Meeting
Aug 15th ............................NUASF Social Night at Club House
Aug 14th ................ Kids Fishing Contest at Riverside Park 4-8
Aug 28th ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,NUASF Club Meeting
Sep 1st .......................................Labor day (Give Boat Away)
Sep 11th .............................NUASF Social Night at Club House
Sep 13th ...................................Peterman’s Fall Fishing Contest
Sep 25th ..................................................NUASF Club Meeting



Dont’s Doors 
Don Thompson

507-217-1798
dont@newulmtel.net

Specializing in installation and service
of all residential and light commercial

overhead doors and openers.

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.
Chuck and Lynda

Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428 

Licensed, bonded and insured.  MPCA LIC. #2535

FARM & FLEET 
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
2107 North Garden, New Ulm      359-2988

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation – 

Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444
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The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of
respective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of
the NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and
submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box
294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534). 

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4164

From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

The next BIG club event is The kids fishing contest at Riverside Park. Mark your calendar for August
13th.  This event takes a lot of volunteers and we would appreciate as much help as possible. Most of
the prizes for this event are picked up.  I would like to thank all of our volunteers for their hard work
putting this event together. Our main goal is to make this a fun event for the kids.  At the next meeting,
there will be a sign up sheet to help organize what needs to be done on the day of the event.  This will
help everyone plan for the event Thanks in advance for helping with this great event.

We need everyone to do their part and sell raffle tickets for the boat!!! (We only have 1 month left!!) It
is a new 2014 Alumacraft  MV1648 NCS, it has a solid floor, bow storage, Evinrude 25 Etec w/ tilt,
electric start, Shorelander trailer, fish finder, and 2 life jackets.  We bought the boat from Retzlaff’s
Marine in New Ulm. If you get a chance, stop in and Thank John for helping us out with this great
boat.  We will be selling 1000 tickets at $20.00 per ticket in books of 5. Prizes are as follows, 1st
Place-Boat, 2nd Place-$1,000.00, 3rd Place-$500.00, 4th-10th place will be $250.00 each.  You can
pick up your tickets the next meeting.   If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like some
tickets, please contact Ross Nelson 507-766-0765 rnnuw@newulmtel.net or Ken Sutherland 507-276-
1534 ken.sutherland@ci.new-ulm.mn.us or myself at 507-381-2041 jr@newulmtel.net
Note: The tickets come in books of 5 and are $20.00 each.  If you take the tickets you will be responsi-
ble for selling them or turning them back in at or before Riverblast in September.

Summer is screaming by, take time to enjoy it!  Something as simple as fishing with family and friends
can build a lifetime of great memories. If you would like to use a club boat they are located by Ron L
shed behind New Ulm Glass.  Your club keys will unlock the locks. If you have any questions give me
a call at 507-381-2041.

Summer is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the New Ulm Area
Sport Fisherman Club.  We are always looking for new members to join.  If you know of someone
bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our club.  As always, bring a friend and
each of you will receive a free refreshment of your choice! 

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen Monthly Meeting
June 27th , 2014 Members Present: 40

I. Secretary Report
A) Motion made by Jim Liebl and seconded by Jim Hulke to except report as read. Passed 
unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
A) Balance $ 
1) Motion made by Jim Liebl and seconded by Orin Schultz to except report as read. Passed
unanimously.
2) Tony Miller talked about how we must watch our spending. 
3) Please help selling boat raffle tickets at Auto Fest, Fair, Bavarian Blast.

Continued on page 3 

FLOOR CARE 
SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN • Phone 507-3545402

Neal Haaland
Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

51A Broadway N Fl 1
Fargo, ND 58102

neal_haaland@ml.com
Tel. 701.241.1253

866.241.0885
Fax 701.205.4274

Merrill Lynch 
Wealth Management

KRAL’SAPPLIANCE
REPAIR

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral                             Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson               Fax 507-354-7544
New Ulm, MN                        Res. 507-354-7864

Imperial
Porta-Palace

Merril Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated

Bank of America Corporation



Booking 406-395-4515                                                               Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)                        Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D
Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

Gary Sprenger
Construction

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street

Offer good once a month on the date of the
NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.

Monthly  Meeting continued from page 2
III. Old Business
A) Membership update.
1) Membership stands at 183 – 29 Due. Membership drive: Ron Schnobrich 2 new members
B) Area Lakes and Rivers Report.
1) Clear Lake – Partial kill still plenty of fish. 
C) Club House and Grounds Update.
1) Very good clean up.
2) Major damage on the parking lot and driveway from all the rain. Club house had water in 3⁄4 of 
The house. Jason Kuester fixed the damage hauled in 37 loads of rock.
Barry Zimmerman should come and take a look at the furnace. 
3) Lawn mowers are fixed.
4) Next Social night (7/10) we need to work on problems created by the flood 
5) Second social night will be held July 17th

IV) Other Old Business 
A) None
V) New Business
A) Thanks to Elmer Epke for the pork chop feed.
B) A book was barrowed by someone from the CCMR . It was from Joe Fellegy and belonged to 
Joyce Reese , please return.
C) Mechlenburg Scholarship awards will be in the July newsletter.
D) Two thank you letters were received from the children we donated trips down the MN River
Thru the Wild River Fund
E) Thank you received from ProKinship for Kids for our donation
Dave Mechlenburg will be receiving his first SS Check.

F) Kids Fishing Contest Update.
1) Held Aug 13th
2) There may need to be some cleanup done at Riverside Park before the contest.
3) Permits all lined up.
4) Prize collection going well

F) River Conference Report
1) There was a great turnout. 
2) We were being talked about for our Wild River Trip donation.

G) Food for next meeting. No one volunteered. 
VI) Other New Business
A) Bring the boat to Maday Motors/Auto Fest. Need to sell Tickets, Jim Liebl said he would help.
B) Money was raised from the pork chop feed donations. Motion Kim Olsen and seconded by 
Jim L. to give a portion to Elmer to cover his expenses.
C) Auto Fest would like to use our popcorn machine. OK was given
D) Nilson family may be looking to sell our club house site and asked if we would be willing to 
purchase. We will have to speak to them about our options
E) Newsletter ads need to be cleaned up in the newsletter and on the web site. 
VII) Adjourn @ 9:00
fliers to be handed out

MM & B
PROP SHOP

MANKATO
507. 546. 3377

NEW ULM
507. 276 . 6091

218 NORTH PAYNE               NEW ULM  MN 56073

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail

or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Just 5 miles from LakeWinnibigigosh’s Third River access.Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabinswith A/C and cable TV.Dixon Lake and Winnie have greatfishing: crappies, sunies, walleye,large mouth bass & northern.Bar and Restaurant.Great family resort.
Open year around. ATV trail.

Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.

Ice fishing and spearing.

MANKATO TENT & AWNING
www.mankatotent.com

Cell: 507-317-7379                        Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com      Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street • Mankato, MN 56002 • Div. TTF Industries 

NEW ULM
DECORATING
18248 225th Street
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-359-2850
Kim Olson

The Bockfest Boys
Entertainment Shows 

“43 years in the business of
music entertainment” 

An Upper Midwwest original Hotdish of music with crowd engaging 
originals, ethnic music and popular music from the last 60 years. 
Scott Sparlin, agent. P.O. Box 488, New Ulm, MN 56073

507-276-2080           e-mail sesparlin@gmail.com
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Matt Sparlin Photography
”A Lifetouch Photographer”

www.facebook.com/matt.sparlinphotography
1-605-323-5700

• • • • •Matt Sparlin
Experienced Owner/Photographer

mattsparlinphotography@gmail.com
New Ulm, MN 56073 based
Home phone 507-354-1336

This space
is available

for your
advertising message

This space
is available

for your
advertising message

PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE 

FULLY INSURED
Lot Sweeping • Lot Striping

Snow Plowing • Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings • Skid Load Work

Traction Control • Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021

Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Retzlaff’s 
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards

Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers

Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm

507-354-8851

Electricity is Our Business
“Our Only Business”

• Solar PV Systems - Design Build Experts
• Complete Electrical Service - New & Repair
• Underground Trenching & Aerial Work

800-817-7930
SPRINGFIELD • SLEEPY EYE • MORGAN

Farm•Commercial•Residential•Industrial

•EMBROIDERY • AD SPECIALTIES
• SCREEN PRINTING • SIGNS
507-354-6009     800-584-9457

1602 S. BROADWAY         NEW ULM, MN 56073

Audio Village
BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE’

•Custom Home Systems • Antenna Systems
• Surround Sound  • Wiring and Hookings

Glen Rasmussen
Office 354-5961 • Home 354-8745

Gabrielle Menne       gmenne@pontoon.com
Marketing Manager                Direct 507.233.8095

www.palmbeachpontoons.com www.weeres.com

2137 North Broadway
New Ulm MN 56073

800.737.3415• tel: 507•233•8020
fax: 507•233•8029


