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How to Choose the Best Among Portable Ice Fishing Shelters
By Jay Coburn @ myfishingpals.com

If you are a big fan of ice fishing and it's a
must do activity for you to do every winter,
a portable ice fishing shelter should be an
important part of your fishing gear. It helps
you keep warm and enjoy this great outdoor
activity without having to succumb to the
biting cold. There are several types of
portable shelters available in the market. We
will discuss about some of them here, so that
you can make an informed choice.

The different types of shelters available:

There are mainly four styles of portable
shelters that are popular among ice fishing
experts. The first and most basic are the
Windbreakers, the second are the easy to set
up collapsible shelters, third the extremely
popular flip over shelters and the fourth the
cabin or hut type shelters. The first of the lot
are the windbreakers that are lightweight and
thus very easy to carry around anywhere.
Windbreakers and collapsible shelters

Windbreakers are the most basic ice fish-
ing shelters available and they weigh no
more than 12-13 pounds. These are shelters
that are usually designed for a single person
and come with a seat and two or three walls
for your protection against the harsh winter
wind. They are also cheap and you are likely
to find one online for less than $ 150.

However, the downside with them is that
they do not provide protection overhead, so
if you are planning to go fishing in very cold
areas, this variety will not serve you that
well.

In that case you can consider the second
variety among portable ice fishing shelters
i.e the collapsible shelters. The design of
these shelters is like those of your camping
tents. But these collapsible shelters are tailor
made for the needs of the ice fishing enthu-
siast. There are external poles that serve as
the frame of the shelter. The floor is made
up of flexible fabric.

That makes them much more lightweight
compared to those with a hard plastic floor-
ing. The other advantage of having a light-
weight fabric as flooring is that it comes
with holes that are pre cut, so that your fish-
ing becomes easier and more enjoyable
experience. The only disadvantage that you
may face with these collapsible shelters is
when the weather is too windy. You may
find it a challenge to set up the poles in such
weather conditions.

Flip over and cabin type shelters

The third and extremely popular amongst
portable ice fishing shelters are the flip over
shelters. These are shelters that come in
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models that can seat from one to four peo-
ple. The flip over shelters are built over a
hard plastic sled base. This is the foundation
that not only holds the seats but also acts as
a foundation for the poles that can be adjust-
ed.

When you are ready to fish, all you have
to do is sit on the seat provided, extend out
the poles and simply flip them over, like you
would do in a convertible car. You can keep
the shelter completely open, open it up to
halfway or keep it closed fully according to
the weather conditions. If you buy a flip
over shelter with windows or any other ven-
tilation system, you can also use a heater
that runs on propane gas to keep yourself
warm inside the shelter. The only problem
with this type shelter is that the plastic sled
base makes it heavier and a tad bit difficult
to carry around.

The fourth option that you have are the
cabin style shelters. These are much like the
flip over shelters with the hard plastic sled
base and the adjustable poles. However they
usually take much longer to set up than the
flip over styles of tents because these are full
blown cabins or huts. These are usually the
largest models available and can seat any-
thing between 4-8 people easily.

They are usually folded into half to ease
transport. In order to set them up, you have
to first unfold the floor of the shelter and set
up the poles and then the roof. Once this is
up it will be shaped like a rectangle and will
be roomy like a full fledged hut. There is
also a lot of headspace in such models which
makes them extremely comfortable. Cabin
type shelters also come with heaters and
other gear that can make your ice fishing trip
really enjoyable. It's recommended for those
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FARM & FLEET

FARM - HARDWARE - AUTO - TOOLS
LAWN & GARDEN - PAINT - CLOTHING

2107 North Garden, New Ulm 359-2988
Neal Haaland Global Wealth

] ; Management
Vice President 51A Broadway N FI 1
Financial Advisor PO Box 2445

Fargo, ND 58108-2445
701 241 1353
800 937 0614

F 701 205 4276

Merrill Lynch

Hoffman Construction
Gravel — Excavation —
Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway * New Ulm

507-359-4444

Dont’s Doors

Don Thompson
507-271-1798

dont@newulmtel.net
Specializing in installation and service
of all residential and light commercial
overhead doors and openers.

RV RANNQW

FLOOR CARE

SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN + Phone 507-3545402

KRAL’S
APPLIANCE
~ REPAIR

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax 507-354-7544
New Ulm, MN Res. 507-354-7864
Imperial

Porta-Palace

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Chuck and Lynda
Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428

Licensed, bonded and insured. MPCA LIC. #2535

From the President .....
By Jason Kuester

As most of you all know Eric Olson will be visiting us at our next meeting.
Eric is a wonderful asset to our club and we would like to THANK him for his support.
Eric donates trips for our Fishing Contest, membership drive, and also provides us with
a great STEAK meal at our January meeting. To help with this great meal we are asking
everyone to please bring a dish to pass. Eric will also be bringing extra hamburger along
to the next meeting if you are interested in purchasing some from him.

P.S. Eric will be serving the meal before the meeting! Gate will be open at 5:30 p.m.

Thank You to everyone that helped put up the Thin Ice Signs on clear lake!

As everyone knows our Clubs Ice Fishing Contest is February 9th. We should
have the prizes collected, and posters in place within the next couple weeks. Ticket
sales can continue up to the day of the contest. Once again this is our clubs biggest
money maker, and we will need many volunteers for this event. Tickets and posters are
available at the next meeting or by contacting Ross Nelson 507-766-0765 or myself at
507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel.net and we will get you as many as you would
like.

All prizes must be turned into the club on or before Thursday February 6th.
We will be having a special meeting on the 6th at 6:00 pm to organize all of the prizes
for the contest.

There are 33 people signed up for the Dixon Lake resort trip! I need to have
everyone’s down payment by the next meeting. Due to the great turnout there will be a
signup sheet for meals, and spear houses at the next meeting. If you are unable to attend
the next meeting contact me at 507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel net.

Winter is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the New
Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club. We are always looking for new members to join. If
you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our
club. As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your
choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting! Have a great day!!

Fishing Shelters continued from page one

for those who are going fishing with family or a group of friends. It's easier to
put these up when you have help.

Pointers to keep in mind

Before you invest in a portable ice fishing shelter there are certain things you
must keep in mind. Firstly do not invest in one just for the heck of it. Ice fishing shelters
make sense for those who are interested in hard water angling as a sport and have some
prior experience in it. In case you go out ice fishing every season it makes sense for you
to invest in a good shelter. See to it that you invest in one that has good and comfortable
seats and a zipper door. Zipper doors not only give you an easy exit but also provide
you extra ventilation when you need it.

We also strongly recommend you to buy a shelter that comes with windows.
The light that comes into your tent through the window will be useful and help you keep
an eye on things outside. Last but not least, ensure that the portable shelter fits in prop-
erly inside your car. For truck owners and SUV owners this is not likely to pose a prob-
lem. But if you have a compact car, you need to check the dimensions of the shelter
before you invest in one.

Jay Coburn is an avid ice fisherman for over 30 years and occasional writer.
Find more information about portable ice fishing shelters here: northernicefishing.com
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The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534).

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-4164




New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen Monthly MeetingDec 19th , 2013Members Present: 55+
I. Secretary Report
A) Motion made by Jim Liebl and seconded by Jim Hulke to accept report as read. Passed
unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
A) Balance
1) Motion made by Scott Sparlin and seconded by Jim Liebl to accept report as read.
Passed unanimously.
III. Old Business
A) Membership update.
1) Membership stands at 185 —26 Due. Jason Kuester wins membership drive with 8
B) Area Lakes and Rivers Report.
1) Clear Lake — 14” ice, Ice House are out.
2) Lake Washington — Catching everything.
3) High Island — 300 house on the ice. Walleyes 157-16" also 1 — 24" 5#30z
4) Dixon Lake — 10” of ice with a lot of snow on top of the ice. Northern 20 caught over 36”
5) Scott Sparlin Lake Winnie story from years past. Temp (-56 below)
6) Lake Crystal — Catching a few walleye on Loon.
7) Everyone be careful ice conditions are not good.
C) Club House and Grounds Update.
1) Driveway cleared, clubhouse cleaned and Christmas tree put up by Jason K.
2) Jim Hulke put new tips on the clubhouse chairs.
3) Tony Miller will be having a family Christmas party at the clubhouse on Jan 4th

IV) Other Old Business
A) Please remember to send in the postcards for the Minnesota River Blueway designation.
V) New Business
A) Scott Sparlin Report
1) MN Bound and host Ron Schara were at High Island Lake — Show will air late March or early April.
2) Thanks to all that sent in Blueway postcard. Chances of the MN River getting designation are good.
B) High Island Lake Report
1) Ice Fishing contest will be held Jan 18th they can use help again this year, 5-6 people
2) Cash prizes for biggest fish, also a youth contest will be held.
3) $5.00 entry fee, contest times: 10-2, Registration starts at 9:00 AM
4) Possibly should consider raising food prices
C) Tony Miller — There are 4 ad spaces open in the club newsletter.
D) Fishing Contest Report
1) Prize collection sign up. Please give John Rolloff or Pat Roiger were you are going
2) Ticket sales need to improve.
3) Food license in the works. Signup sheet see Tom Simonson. Hy Vee is in to help with food costs.
4) DNR & County permits have been submitted.
5) Eric Olson bought back some hamb patties for the contest, are in Ken Sutherlands refrig.
6) Prize collection meeting Thursday before the contest. We should also have a meeting the
Social night before contest to access were we are at.
7) Club members must ask for fish house tickets we don’t send them out. If you take some and
Don’t return, you will be responsible for the cost.
8) Should do Hockey contest again.
9) Jason K has talked to KNUJ
E) Winter Trip Dixon Lake
1) Feb 13-16th - $50 deposit to Jason K
F) Food for next meeting — Eric Olson possibly may be coming
VI) Other New Business
A)Thanks to everyone that have help with fish house sales.

B) Jan/Feb board meeting financial report. We have to look at how we are spending our money.

Cut it very close this year.
C)We would like to do a trip to Iowa this May to see the carp control barriers. $10 deposit.
D)Aeration signs will be put out Sat 21st 9:00
E)See Jim Hulke — For Sale - Jiffy 3HP auger $265
VII) Adjourn @ 8:52
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NEW ULM
DECORATING

18248 225th Street
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-359-2850

Kim Olson

Gary Sprenger
Construction

Light Carpentry ¢ Drywall Taping & Texturing
Specializing in Drywall Repair
Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 ¢ Phone 507-359-9358

MANKATO TENT & AWNING

www.mankatotent.com
Cell: 507-317-7379 Work: 507-645-5115
E-mail: jesse@mankatotent.com  Fax: 507-625-5111
Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range Street « Mankato, MN 56002 « Div. TTF Industries

MANKATO
507. 546. 3377
NEW ULM
507. 276 . 6091

218 NORTH PAYNE NEW ULM MN 56073
\ ust 5 miles from Lake
W % Winnibigigosh’s Third River access.
Dixon Lake offers clean. cozy cabins
with A/C and cable

Dixon Lake and Winnie have great
fishlng cra[t) ies, sunles walleye,
arge ‘mouth bass & northern.
Bar and Restaurant.

Great family resort.

Open year around. ATV trail.
Hunting: bear, grouse,
ducks, geese & deer.
Ice fishing and spearing.

www.dixonlakeresort.com
dixonlakeresort@gmail
or just give us a call
1-218-659-1612

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
Mr. O

Mr. K Mr. D
Eric Olson
Lake Diefenbaker
Saskatchewan, Canada
Booking 406-395-4515 Eric Olson

Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July) Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light
B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street
Offer good once a month on the date of the

NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.
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Lumber « Hardware - Doors Wlndows

Carpet & Flooring * Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation + Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings « Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West 233'8440 New Ulm
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Electricity is Our Business
“Our Only Business”
+ Solar PV Systems - Design Build Experts

+ Complete Electrical Service - New & Repair
+ Underground Trenching & Aerial Work

800-817-7930
SPRINGFIELD - SLEEPY EYE - MORGAN
Farm+Commercial-ResidentialIndustrial

Audio Village

BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE’
*Custom Home Systems * Antenna Systems
e Surround Sound * Wiring and Hookings

Glen Rasmussen
Office 354-5961 « Home 354-8745
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Retzlaff’s
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards
Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers
Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm
A 2 507-354-8851

The helptul piace.
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PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping - Lot Striping
Snow Plowing « Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings - Skid Load Work
Traction Control - Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021
Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041
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Family Owned Since 1926

3 (507) 354-4914
H{ 301 18T S. ST

NEW ULM, MN

s %&Apmcg
*EMBROIDERY * AD SPECIALTIES
+ SCREEN PRINTING * SIGNS
507-354-6009  800-584-9457
1602 S. BROADWAY NEW ULM, MN 56073
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