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then inspected the big sucker he had dangling from
his line.     

"What ya got there?" he asked, making an
expert and smooth cast out into the lake. 

"Golden Shiners," I told him. I had never seen
shiners before and I don't think he ever had either.
People here usually used suckers or fatheads.

He kept glancing at me out of the corner of his
eye while he was fishing, and to tell you the truth,
he made me a little nervous. He was much older
than I and was obviously much more experienced.

He looked up at the line of the telephone pole
that had all the tackle tangled to it and said "Boy,
the water sure musta been high that day," and gave
a little chuckle. It must have been a local joke but
it actually made me feel a bit more comfortable
with him. At least there was no critisim of my abil-
ity involved. I believe it was his way of trying to
start a conversation.

I finished baiting up and threw a cast with line
and bobber out into the lake. No sooner had the
bobber hit the water, then it disappeared under-
neath. I thought, oh boy, I am not very good at
this. I had obviously rigged my setup all wrong or
maybe the shiner had pulled the bobber under. It
was a pretty big minnow after all. So I started to
reel in to see what the problem was.

"Whatchya got goin' there?", the old guy asked.
I was getting ready for him to make some smart
remark and tell me I was doing it all wrong.

"I don't know." I replied.
As I was reeling in, there was no drag whatso-

ever that I could feel. No bottom. No nothing. But
where the line disappeared into the water, a large
wave was coming in towards us at the shore. I
thought this rather odd since there was no wind
and the water was like glass.

I kept reeling in and the wave kept getting clos-
er with still no feeling the bottom. When the wave
got about twenty feet from shore, all heck broke

By WebDude
In my early 20's, I lived in Duluth and had a

job that required I work a split shift. I would go
to work at 7 am and work 'til 11 am, then my
second shift would start at 6 pm. That was a
seven hour break every day. Since I was single
at the time, I thought what better way to spend
this long lunch break than to go fishing!
Especially Minnesota Fishing!Oh I had fished
with friends and such as most young kids do, but
I rarely caught anything worth mentioning. This
new job with the wierd hours made fishing more
often a possibility, and the more I went to Hag
Creek, the more I started to enjoy the sport.

Along the dirt road was a telephone pole that
had wire strung about thirty to forty feet above
the ground. Kind of funny because there were
hundreds of lures, sinkers, hooks, and line that
were caught up in the wire. Must have been
pretty bad casters in the neighborhood, 

I thought, and me not being much better.
got there around noon one day, and the only

other person fishing besides me, was an old
farmer that I had seen there before. On the way,
I had picked up some new fangled live bait
called "Golden Shiners" and I was going to see
if they would work on the mid-day Northerns
that usually swam around shore and through the
current of a bridge that happened across the
road. They were expensive, but what the heck.

I got my stuff out of my truck and grabbed
the minnow bucket and walked to the edge of
the water. I reached in and pulled out a shiner
about seven inches long and started to bait my
hook.

The old guy, who was about twenty feet
down the shoreline, picked up his rod from the
"y" stick he had driven into the ground and start-
ed to reel in. He looked at the new bait I had and

loose. The wave stopped and suddenly the drag of
my reel started to scream. I grabbed my drag set-
ting and tightened it, but I couldn't get the line to
stop spooling out. 

By the time it took to try to tighten the drag
again, it was all over. The line had spooled to the
end which had been tied to the reel. The rod was
snapped in half with two broke eylets off the tip.
And my reel? Well, I swear, the reel was smok-
ing! That wave must of been some huge fish
pushing the water around.

The old guy next to me started laughing, slap-
ping his knee. "that musta been Bertha," he said. I
was embarrassed and I was sure the guy was
laughing at me. Probably the way I was rigged or
something.

"Bertha?" I asked, pretty much flustered and
eying my busted rod.

"Yeah," he said, "we've been tryin' to catch
her for the last couple years. She's a bigin."

"But I had twelve pound test on here," I said
holding up my rod and smoldering reel, "How big
is that fish?" Maybe the rigging was okay after
all, at least I hoped.

"Well," he said, spitting some tobacco into the
lake, "I've seen ducks disappear off the surface.
Somethin' just draggin' 'em down. I never got a
good look at her, but we've been out here tryin'
for a long time now to catch her."

I reflected on what he said, then looked at my
rod and started getting bummed out because my
fishing was over for the day. The old farmer
looked at me and grinned, turned and headed for
his truck.

"Don't worry," he said. "I got a rod and some
line in the truck you can use." 

I realized at that point that he wasn't laughing
at me at all. It wasn't my inexperience or clumsi-
ness he found humorous. It was just the situation.
It was the fact that Bertha had screwed up another
fisherman and got away. Something, I had found
out later, that had happened to quite a few locals
from the area.

In fact, it appeared this was the beginning of a
friendship. Maybe it was because we had shared a
unique experience together. Maybe it was because
it might have happened to him before. Maybe it
was because he knew I was rather green. Maybe
it was just the fact that we both liked fishing. It
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Dont’s Doors 
Don Thompson

507-271-1798
dont@newulmtel.net

Specializing in installation and service
of all residential and light commercial

overhead doors and openers.

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.
Chuck and Lynda

Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428 

Licensed, bonded and insured.  MPCA LIC. #2535

FARM & FLEET 
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm      359-2988

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation – 

Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax  507-354-7544

New Ulm, MN 56073           Res. 507-354-7864

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of
respective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of
the NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and
submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box
294, New Ulm, MN 56073.
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President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534). 

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4164
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From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

First I would like to Thank everyone that showed up at Peterman’s Fall
Fishing Contest.  It was on the Minnesota River just off of the bottom road by Hwy 4.
Everyone had a great time fishing and grilling down by the Minnesota River. All pro-
ceeds from the event go to the EE Mecklenburg Scholarship.  Thanks for the good time
Pete!!!

I would like to thank everyone for doing such a great job selling Ice Castle Fish
House tickets at our local events.  If you are interested and want more tickets contact
Ken Sutherland at 507-276-1534, Ross Nelson at 507-766-0765 or myself at 507-381-
2041. Please turn in any unused tickets and or money at the January meeting. Thanks for
all your hard work!!!

Todd and Karen from the Dixon Lake Resort are very excited to have our club
back at their resort this year.  They have also donated a four person fishing trip as one of
our prizes for the fishing contest we will have in February.  The date for the trip is
February 13th. I need to have conformation and your $50.00 down payment to them after
the December’s meeting.  If you are interested in going along on this trip please contact
me at 507-381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel,net. The total for the trip is $120.00 per
person for three nights, or $170.00 per person food included. Todd and Karen also said
there would be no charge for the angling and spearing houses this year. They have room
for 24 people in their angling houses and about 25 spearing houses available. This is first
come first serve, so if you need an ice house let me know. If you are unable to attend the
meeting and need to pay your$50.00 down payment send it to Jason Kuester 56554-
446th Street New Ulm, Mn 56073.

Fall is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the New
Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club.  We are always looking for new members and ideas.  If
you know someone that likes to fish or just wants to be a part of a great club, bring them
along to a meeting.  As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refresh-
ment of your choice!  

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!
WebDude from page one
didn't really matter anyway. I knew that this was the beginning of some great times on
Hag Creek and I would be spending a lot of time out here.      

I was grateful as he handed me his spare rod and spool of Stren. I sat down on the
edge of the lake and started to put my temporary rod and reel together. The old guy still
had a big grin on his face. He picked up his rod out of the "y" stick and wiggled it a little
bit and started to reel it in.

"By the way," he said, looking out over the water still kind of looking at me out of
the corner of his eye. "Yeah?" I replied, busily winding on new line.

"You wouldn't happen to mind if I borrowed one of them there shiners, would you?"

This story was taken from My Fishing Pals Website At:
http://myfishingpals.com/minnesota-fishing-stories.taf?_function=display&story=1
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SERVICES
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Global Wealth
Management
51A Broadway N Fl 1
PO Box 2445
Fargo, ND 58108-2445

701 241 1353
800 937 0614
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Booking 406-395-4515                                                               Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)                        Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D
Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

Gary Sprenger
Construction

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
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NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light 

B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street

Offer good once a month on the date of the
NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.

Monthly Meeting Aug 22, 2013 Members !Present: 35+

I. Secretary Report
A) Motion made by Tom Simonson and seconded Orin Schultz to accept report as    

read. Passed  unanimously.
II. Treasury Report

A) Balance 
B) Motion made by Scott Sparlin and seconded by Orin Schultz  to accept report as

read.  Passed  
unanimously. 

III. Old Business
A) Membership update.

1) Membership stands at  189 - 19 Due. Jason Kuester leads w/9
B) Area Lakes and Rivers Report.

1) Lake Hanska – Starting to bite
2) Minnesota River – Group was w/ Congressmen Waltz, caught some fish.
3) Green Lake – Everything biting.

C) Club House and Grounds Update.
1) Jason will be working on the driveway.
2) Mike Deinken did the lawn looks great.

IV) Other Old Business 
Board approved a motions made last month to donate money  to the Boy
Scouts. Money to be used to update life jackets.

V) New Business
A) Club selected Ice Castle fish house for our raffle.  Ron Ludwig will pick up
house so we  can show the unit at Riverblast. Tickets will ready. 

Natalie Warren w/ The Wild River Academy spoke about her and a friends
canoe trip from the MN River in St. Paul to Hudson Bay. Her connection will
The Wild River Academy promotes getting kids interested in river waters.

C) Riverblast setup will be Thurs 8/29th
D) Kids Fishing Contest Update.

1) Great event!  253 Kids registered and 150 fish
E) Food for next meeting – POT LUCK

VI) Other New Business
Club fishing contest at Dick Petermann’s  River Front estate will be held Sept
14th
Motion was made by Kim Olson and seconded by Jim Liebl to donate  to the
Wild River Academy. Passed unanimously.
We will work on the audio system
VII) Adjourn @ 9:05
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PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE 

FULLY INSURED
Lot Sweeping • Lot Striping

Snow Plowing • Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings • Skid Load Work

Traction Control • Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021

Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Retzlaff’s 
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards

Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers

Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm

507-354-8851

Electricity is Our Business
“Our Only Business”

• Solar PV Systems - Design Build Experts
• Complete Electrical Service - New & Repair
• Underground Trenching & Aerial Work

800-817-7930
SPRINGFIELD • SLEEPY EYE • MORGAN

Farm•Commercial•Residential•Industrial

•EMBROIDERY • AD SPECIALTIES
• SCREEN PRINTING • SIGNS

507-354-6009
800-584-9457

1602 S. BROADWAY         NEW ULM, MN 56073


