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The Spring Bull Bluegill Formula

by Matt Johnson
As anglers we find ourselves looking
for a reason behind the decisions we
make. We want to justify that the
decisions we make will have a posi-
tive outcome on our day of fishing.
Let’s face it; we don’t want to make
decisions that result in a poor day of
fishing. So we analyze the situation
and make the best decision based on
the given conditions. We start to
build a pattern and then execute that
pattern. Right or wrong, we tell our-
selves—through our gut instincts —
that these specific moves will help us
catch more spring bull bluegill.
Sometimes we turn towards our net-
work of fishing buddies to help guide
us, other times we just wing-it and
hope for the best, but regardless of
path we still try to use our best judg-
ment to gain the desired outcome.
With spring bull bluegill, we often
over-analyze the situation and make
the decisions tougher than they need
to be. With panfish there are simple
formulas for success, especially dur-
ing the spring. Let temperature be
your guide. If I had to pick one sea-
son where temperature plays the most
crucial role then it would be spring.
Fish are coming off the coldest water
temps of the year and they are des-
perate to find the warmest water pos-
sible. Even small variations in water
temperature can make huge changes

in spring bull bluegill and their loca-
tion. Trying to find the warmest water
possible can be one of the easiest steps
to spring-time success. Look for areas
that receive the most impact from the
sun—namely the north and northwest
portions of the body of water you’re
fishing. These areas receive the most
sunlight and will typically warm up the
fastest. Channels, creek arms, back
bays, these are just a few of the areas

to target. Pay attention to your elec-
tronics and see if there is an increase in
temperature as you move into these
areas. Spring bull bluegill will look for
these spots to seek comfort in the
slightly warmer water.

Don’t put away the ice fishing tackle.
I’m sure you think I’'m crazy with that
statement, but I'm actually directing
that towards the presentations you use
for ice fishing. Early spring panfish are
still trying to build-up their stomachs
and their mindset is still on smaller
morsels of food. They are used to feed-
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ing on insects, plankton and other tiny
offerings from the long winter
months. A big mistake I see many
early spring bull bluegill anglers make
is to throw something too large at the
fish. Keep your small ice jigs and ice
plastics handy and give those a shot,
even the largest panfish in the lake
will still take a pass at the ice jigs
once the lakes open up. If you need to,
fish them under a float, especially up
against the warm banks and back
channels. It’s not always good to be
fast. This is in reference to the speed
of your presentation. Much-like ice
fishing, there are times where we need
to finesse spring-time panfish. Early
spring is not always the best time to
burn a small spinnerbait or snap a
twister tail; instead you want to glide
an enticing plastic in front of the fish’s
face, offering them an easy meal.
Make it easy on those spring bull
bluegill and focus more on presenting
the bait in the strike zone rather than
fan-casting an area at high-velocity. If
using a float system, let the presenta-
tion sit for a second or two in between
movements, or slowly retrieve the bait
under a float. Think of it as force-
feeding the fish, make it easy on them.
Be willing to adapt. As we know,
weather during the spring season can
be a lot of fun. One day it’s sunny and
calm, the next day it’s rainy and
windy. We can’t control the weather,
so be willing to adapt and adjust to the
weather conditions. Have a drift-sock
with you in your boat or even an
anchor. Spring-time panfish typically
won’t make huge moves within a
given day, so if you find a pod of fish
you will want to have the means to
stay over them. Hunkering down and
focusing in on a school of spring bull

Continued on page two
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Specializing in installation and service
of all residentil and light commercial
overhead doors and openers.

RV RANNQW

FLOOR CARE

SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN + Phone 507-3545402

g T ANV e
"APPLIANCE
REPAIR, INC.
C cial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling
Cell 507-276-6797
Fax 507-354-7544
Res. 507-354-7864

Jesse Kral
622 North Jefferson
New Ulm, MN 56073

Imperial
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Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.
The cleanest restrooms in the business.
Chuck and Lynda
Courtland, MN 56021

Office 800-289-6428
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From the President .....
By Jason Kuester

I hope everyone had a great Fishing Opener, the weather kept most fishermen inside!
I’m sure there will be a few stories at the next meeting about the big one that got away.
So bring your stories along with your hot fishing spots and share them with your friends
at the next meeting!! Your secret hot spots are safe with us!!! If you find yourself with-
out a boat this summer the club has two that are available for our members, remember it
is first come first serve.

It’s defiantly summer like weather again and that means the grounds at the club will
need to be mowed and trimmed. We are going to have a sign up sheet for mowing,
please help us by signing up. Thanks in advance for your help!

Summer is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the New
Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club. We are always looking for new members to join. If
you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have at our
club. As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of your
choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!
Bull Bluegill continued from page one
bluegill can be half-the-battle during certain conditions, so be ready for the weather to
throw a wide-variety of conditions your way. Focus small, and then make big moves.
What the heck does this mean you ask? With spring-time panfish, you don’t need to
make multiple small moves to find the spot-on-the-spot. If you run up into a creek arm
or channel and fish the warmest part and find no fish, then move out completely. No
need to fish your way in and out because if they are not snapping in the “hot zone” then
it’s usually safe to say the spring bull bluegill are not using that arm, channel or bay at
that particular time. If this happens, then bolt out and hit an entirely new arm, channel or
bay and repeat the process. You might find five different channels, all with 50-degree
water temp and all on the same side of the lake, but only one of them holds fish. It’s a
weird scenario but it happens. No need to beat up “dead” water, get out and move onto
the next spot.

Go ahead and sleep-in.

This is intended for one reason—waiting for the sun to get high and warm-up those north
and west banks. Spring is one of those rare situations where mid-day and afternoon bites
can be the most productive. Now, I’m not saying you won’t find a productive morning
bite, but typically you’re fishing deeper structure for the active morning bite. The shal-
low, warmer water generally needs some time to warm-up. If you want to get an early
start on the day then try focusing on weed lines or basin areas—places where you found
fish at late ice. Then once the sun has the chance to reach its full potential you can move
back into the bay, arm or channel in search of your warm-water fish. We all get excited
to get the boat out once the ice melts, but using summer-time tactics on spring bull
bluegill doesn’t always pay off when the water temps are cold. Use a few of these tips
when you venture out chasing early spring bull bluegill this season and even though the
water and air temps are cold, the fishing can still be hot!

Good Fishin,  **Matt Johnson owns and operates Matt Johnson Outdoors
where he offers year-round Matt Johnson guided fishing trips and promotes the
sport of fishing. He also writes forvarious publications both online and print.

You can contact him at www.MattJohnsonOutdoors.com 5
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The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen.
The opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of
respective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of
the NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and
submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box
294, New Ulm, MN 56073.
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The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Ron Ludewig (507-276-6093), Mike Buechner
(354-2739 s), Ken Sutherland (507-276-1534).

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-4164




Monthly Meeting
April 25th, 2013 Members Present: 40+

I. Secretary Report
A) Motion made by Jim Hulke and seconded Jim Liebl to accept report as
read. Passed unanimously.
II. Treasury Report
A) Balance
B) Motion made by Jim Liebl and seconded by Scott Sparlin to accept report
as read. Passed
unanimously.
III. Old Business
A) Membership update.
1) Membership stands at 200 — 33 Due. Jason Kuester leads w/9
B) Area Lakes and Rivers Report.
1) Little Cottonwood is running
2) Clear Lake — Sun Fish are spawning
a) Ron & Wes Ludewig picked up the thin ice signs on the lake.
3) Dixon Lake — Perch and Sunfish on the ice.
4) Park Rapids — 36” of ice, perch and crappies just under the ice.
5) Red Wing — Trout limit
6) Lille Lac — 30” of soft ice.
C) Club House and Grounds Update.
1) Signup sheet for lawn mowing at the front desk.
2) Jim Hulke will be doing maintenance on the mowers.
3) Some cleanup was done at the clubhouse after community cleanup. Move
will be done later.
4) Fish House given away at our contest is for sale.
IV) Other Old Business
1)Russ Radenbaugh is helping with all the front page articles on
the newsletters. Thanks to Russ.
V) New Business
A) Stoney Award Presentation given to Wes Ludewig.
B) Scott Sparlin Update
1) Presentation on the Seven Mile Creek Ravine restoration project.
Request was made for a
$500 donation for the project. Passed to the board for consideration.
2) Community Cleanup Day went very well.
C) Club Kids Fishing Contest set for Aug 14th
D) Minnesota River State Park Bike Trail — Proposal for a trail from Franklin
to Le Sueur. Meeting
Being held at New Ulm Community center May 7th -Mankato May 9th
E) Scholarship Update
1) Four scholarships will be given out

4) Mecklenburg family would match a donate from the club
5) Motion was made by Jim Hulke and seconded by Gary Sprenger to
make a donation. Passed
F) Food next meeting provided by Tony Miller.
VI) Other New Business
A) None
VII) Adjourn @ 8:47
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18248 225th St
New Uim, MN 56073
507 359-2858

Gary Sprenger
Construction
Light Carpentry ¢ Drywall Taping & Texturing
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 « Phone 507-359-9358

MANKATO TENT & AWNING
www.mankatotent.com

Cell: 507-317-7379 Work: 507-625-5115

Email: esse@mankatotent.com Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range St. * N. Mankato, MN 56002 * Div. ITF Industries

www.MandBpropshop.com
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Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
Mr. O

Mr. K Mr. D
Eric Olson
Lake Diefenbaker
Saskatchewan, Canada
Booking 406-395-4515 Eric Olson

Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July) Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

NUASF Members. . .
stop in at the B&L BAR for a
free bottle of Schell’s Original or
Grain Belt Premium or Premium
Light
B & L BAR
15 North Minnesota Street
Offer good once a month on the date of the

NUASF monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a
free beer and always practice safe “drishing”.
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Electricity is Our Business
“Our Only Business”

+ Solar PV Systems - Design Build Experts
+ Complete Electrical Service - New & Repair
+ Underground Trenching & Aerial Work

800-817-7930
SPRINGFIELD - SLEEPY EYE - MORGAN
Farm+Commercial-ResidentialIndustrial

Audlio Village

BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE
Home and Commercial Audio Systems ¢ Antenna Systems
Surround Sound * Wiring and Hookup ¢ Observation
Glenn Rasmussen

Cell 276-5544 Home 354-8748
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Retzlaff’s
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards
Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers
Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm
507-354-8851

The helptul piace.

GroundZERO

PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping - Lot Striping
Snow Plowing « Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings - Skid Load Work
Traction Control - Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021
Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Family Owned Since 1926
(507) 354-4914

*EMBROIDERY * AD SPECIALTIES
+ SCREEN PRINTING * SIGNS

si1 tafid o 507-354-6009
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