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Club Calendar

By Ron Bolduan
Mission: To trigger participants interest,
passion and appreciation for the natural
environment they live in.  Hands-on
experience increases awareness and gen-
erates long term value systems.

In 2009 a small group of New Ulm
outdoor enthusiasts asked themselves
how to best share the pleasure derived
from their outdoor experiences.  A deci-
sion was made to invite young people to
join the ongoing efforts at relocating
stranded mussels.  Minnesota’s freshwa-
ter mussel population is suffering a seri-
ous decline, so  in low water periods we
patrol the Cottonwood River and move
mussles from cut off areas to main chan-
nels.  Our goal is to improve their surviv-
ability prospects.  Having witnessed pub-
lic interest displayed during DNR ecolo-
gist/mollusk expert Mike Davis’ 2009
mussel survey of the Cottonwood River,
it seemed the perfect kickoff project.
Mindful of the competition for young
people’s time, we labeled our outing,
‘mussel rescue/shell gathering’ adven-
ture———more alluring than asking
youngsters to join us for a walk in the
river.

Between the appeal of helping save a
species in trouble and collecting shells
for our mussel display at the Regional
River History Center of New Ulm, the
participants clearly found the trek
rewarding.  This positive response
inspired us to begin planning a long
range, organized effort at involving
young people, and the River Ranger
Program was born.

By August 2010 our mission and gui-
dlelines defined, we were ready to pro-
ceed.
The Program:

River Ranger Program focuses prima-
rily, but not exclusively upon youth par-
ticipation.  Adult assistants also qualifty
for River Ranger status.  With an all vol-
unteer staff, adult helpers are needed for
the program to function.  Adult staff dis-
playing River Ranger buttons encourages
young participants to view the program
as more than”kids stuff”.

bers will need to purchase their tee shirts.    
Though the unusually wet late summer

of 2010 and the resulting high water levels
curtailed our primary goal of river walks,
we had an expanded ‘to do’ list for the
group.  In the period between August 15
and Late October we managed one mini
river walk, two trips to explore the Granite
Falls area, one day of hiking and crafts at
Minneopa State Park, Mankato and a leaf
cleanup at Riverside Park/Regional River
History Center site in New Ulm.  From the
first limited walk on the Cottonwood
River to the final two events at Minneopa
State Park and Riverside Park the turnout
grew to nearly fifty people.

To avoid a winter letdown New Ulm
Public Library agreed to host and advertise
monthly River Ranger programs by guest
speakers.  This was also a success, with
attendance averaging nearly forty five peo-
ple per program.  We are both proud and
pleased with the quick public acceptance
of the endeavor!

Future efforts are directed toward con-
tinuing with numerous outings and finding
the means to move forward on new proj-
ects.  We are striving to provide shared
digital camera kits for the group with a
plan for a Ranger craft/photo exhibit at
Riverside Park this summer.  There is also
a plan to create a butterfly garden at
Riverside Park, planted and maintained by
the Rangers.  An Adopt a Drain leaf and
litter clean up program is in the works as
well.

To become involved with or to assist
the River Ranger Program contact:

Ron Bolduan     507-354-8367
boldriv@newulmtel.net

Target Participants:
All young people interested in making

a difference are encouraged to join.
There is no minimum age requirement.
However, during outings or programs
those under 8 years old should be accom-
panied by an older guardian.
River Ranger Status:

To achieve River Ranger status you
must accumulate three points from two
categories.  The two categories are In-
Field Environmental Learning and
Environmental Cleanup.  One of the three
points must come from the cleanup cate-
gory.  In-field activities include group
trips to DNR scientific nature areas, state
parks, national wildlife refuges, learning
centers, river walks, etc.  Attending
monthly lectures during the winter
months also qualify as in-field learning. 

Cleanup activities will be either tak-
ing part in a group cleanup project, such
as a Spring or Fall leaf cleanup, or gath-
ering litter during hikes and river walks.
Rewards:

All members receive a River Ranger
button.  Under 18 members receive a
River Ranger Certificate and a free River
Ranger tee shirt.  For now, adult mem-

RIVER RANGER PROGRAM ...Kindling A Passion

Thursday, March 31st . . . General Meeting at the Clubhouse, 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, April 14th . . . . Social Night at the Clubhouse, 6;30 p.m.
Sunday, April 24th . . . .Easter
Thursday, April 28th . . . General Meeting at the Clubhouse, 7:30 p.m.

    



Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.
Chuck and Lynda

Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428 

Licensed, bonded and insured.  MPCA LIC. #2535

FARM & FLEET 
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm      359-2988

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation – 

Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax  507-354-7544

New Ulm, MN 56073           Res. 507-354-7864

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport
Fishermen. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are
solely those of respective writers and not to be construed as
the opinion of the NUASF or its members. Send all correspon-
dence and submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen,
P.O. Box 294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Jim Hulke (354-3654), Mike Buechner (354-
2739 s), Ken Sutherland (354-4140). 
Hook, Line & Sinker Editor - Franz Kitzberger (359-8944)

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-3145
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From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

We will be awarding the Stoney award at the March meeting.  If you have
someone you would like to nominate please nominate them by e-mailing me at

jr@newulmtel.net or by nominating them at the meeting on March 31st.  The Stoney
award goes to the member who has given the most towards improving the quality of

sport fishing in the New Ulm area. 
Just an early reminder, we will be discussing our spring clean up projects at

the next meeting.  They are the: Community Clean Up for Water Quality, Club Grounds,
and the Riverbank Clean Up. This is a great event for our club in preserving the cleanli-
ness of our rivers and city.

We would like to give a huge THANK YOU to the Berg (Randy,
Junior/Robert) family.  If it were not for them we would not have been able to have
access to Clear Lake.  They are a huge part in making our contest such a hit.  If you see
them please tell them how gracious we are of them and how much they have contributed
to our club’s success. 

I would also like to recognize Mike and Jeff Studtmann for putting together
the 3rd annual Willmar Studtmann Memorial Ice Fishing contest at Studtmann Pond.  It
was a great way to spend an afternoon with friends and family.  All proceeds from this
event went to the E.E. Mecklenburg scholarship. Thank you to all who attended!!

Spring is in the air and what a great time to bring our friends and family to
the New Ulm Area Sport Fisherman Club.  We are always looking for new members to
join.  If you know of someone bring them along and show them how much fun we have
at our club.  As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a free refreshment of
your choice!  

We are always looking for new ideas.  Feel free to bring them to the next
meeting.  We will be discussing dates for events for the rest of the year.

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

FLOOR CARE 
SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN • Phone 507-3545402

Neal Haaland
Vice President
Financial Advisor

Global Wealth
Management
51A Broadway N Fl 1
PO Box 2445
Fargo, ND 58108-2445

701 241 1353
800 937 0614

F 701 205 4276

Merrill Lynch

This space available

Fishing Contest Photos by Don Borstad



Booking 406-395-4515                                                               Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)                        Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D
Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

WWiittttee FFlloooorr CCoovveerriinngg 
Residential • Commercial
Guaranteed Installation

GGeennee WWiittttee
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073

550077--335544--44883333

GGaarryy SSpprreennggeerr
CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

River Restoration 
Action Team

Let us help you reel
in the Big Ones!

Bring Yours in and
Trade for NEW!

Line Winding

FISHING ROD & REEL TUNE-UP
Buy, Sell, Trade & Repair

Reel Repair, Rod Tip & Guide Replacement 
New & Used Rods & Reels for Sale & Trade

Merle Wilmes  •  (507) 388-1005
112 Winkler, Mankato, MN 56001

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters

MEETING NOTES from February 24th
*Members present: 45+
*Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports were read and approved unanimously.
*Membership Update: Membership stands at 198 with 60 due; 2 new members.
*Area Lakes and Rivers Report: Clear Lake, road near the public landing is open; Lake Ballard,
9,086 Walleyes & Sauger cleaned this season; Lake Washington, St. Peter, good crappie fishing
at 26 feet.
*Clubhouse and Grounds Update: Thanks to Dave Mecklenburg and Orv and Brady for clean-
ing the snow off the roof of the clubhouse. Also thanks to Jason for putting grit down on the
driveway and grounds.
*Other Old Business: None.
*Ice House Updates: Ron Ludewig took the icehouses off Clear Lake on Tuesday, 2/15.
*Garbage and trash left on the lake has been a problem this season; please take off what you
bring on, and always help and pick-up.
*Road off the lake after the fishing contest was bad. NUASF did our best to open up the road.
People should know that they go out on the lake at their own risk.
*Thanks to Orin Schultz for storing the houses again this year.
*House will need to be painted before next season.
*Randy and Rhonda Berg will receive a $50 gift certificate to Carl’s Corner in Essig for their
generosity in allowing NUASF to use their landing for lake access again this season.
*Financial Report, Tony Miller. Please contact Tony for specific numbers, amounts, and details:
Tony has developed a new invoicing method that seems to be working very well, and he says he
is getting business responses back much faster than before. Ice-Fishing Contest Report: Another
successful contest, with full report presented at the March meeting. Thanks to all who helped
and participated. Special thanks to some of our major sponsors: Hy-Vee, Runnings, and
Scheel’s. Jason has been working with the “Ice Castle” people in preparation for a possible spe-
cial raffle to help celebrate our 25th Annual Contest next season. For more information or if you
have ideas, please contact Jason. He will also report at the March meeting.
*Willmar Studtmann Memorial Ice Fishing Contest will be Held on Saturday, March 12th from
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Please call Mike Studtmann, 507-995-3074 for more info or with any
questions. Most members should have gotten an email notice from Mike. Also, Mike says that
the Courtland Fish Fry is also taking place that day—good excuse to wander over to Studtmann
Pond!
*Dixon Lake Trip Report: “Trip was fun. Resort did a good job.” (Apparently, what happens
there, stays there.)
*Joe Fellegy gave another entertaining and informative talk,
*As did the retired Sen. Dennis Frederickson, re: his new job with the DNR. Congratulations,
Denny!
*Food for March meeting: Use up Brats leftover from the contest; please bring a dish to pass.
*Elmer Epke is in the hospital; will send a card.
*Check from Isaac Walton League received for use of clubhouse for a meeting.
*A bunch of Thank You notes were received from some of the kids who attended the River
Ranger program we sponsored this past summer. 
*Don’t forget the Ken Spoon print raffle. We’ll select a winner at the April meeting.
*Nominations have been opened for the Annual Stoney Award. Voting and winner announced at
the March meeting.
*Jason K. was advised to bill the club for all his snow removal and maintenance he has per-
formed at the club grounds and at Clear Lake over this long, crazy winter. Thanks, Jason!

FILLET BOARD - memberships due for March 2011
Jordy Thedens
Rod Mueller
Terry Besemer
Craig Borchert
John Vorwerk
Bruce
Wahlstrom
Don Jorgenson
Doug Bode
James Guse
Manfred Blank
Tim Knaak
Brain Gramentz

Del Lambrecht
Don Luther
Jasom Krenz
Ken Kohn
Mike Zumderge
Steve Anderson
Tony Berg
Greg Melhop
Hunters Den/Dave 
Kevin Gregg
Larry Hlavsa
Randy Krzmarzick
Rich Grussendorf

Richard Premo
Tiim Renner
Wally Leick
Colin Kuester
Dale Mack
Dan Steffl
Donald Simonson
Duane Lafrenzen
Dwight Nilson
Gaylord Schueler
Glenn Buboltz
Harold Carlson
Jesse Kral

Joe Gonzales
Joel Albrecht 
Scott Sparlin
Scott Waldner
Steve Dunham
Wyman Forbrook
Bob Wendland
Chris DeVries
Howard Klinger
Jeff Nielson
Joel Wendler
Joyce Mecklenburg
Keith Block

Korey Groebner
Paul Huseby
Randy Braulick
Bob Schabert
Brenda
Vercauteren
Bruce Pfaff
Burton Flitter
Dennis Carlson
Dwight Flitter
Gene Jeseritz
Keith Schuelke
Lloyd Haveneier Page 3

NNUUAASSFF MMeemmbbeerrss.. .. ..
stop in at the B&L BAR for a free
bottle of Schell’s Original or Grain
Belt Premium or Premium Light 

BB && LL BBAARR
1155 NNoorrtthh MMiinnnneessoottaa SSttrreeeett

NNeeww UUllmm,, MMNN 5566007733 •• 335544--22661100
Offer good once a month on the date of the NUASF
monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a free beer and
always practice safe “drishing”.

Mike Kuester
Mike Studtmann
Pete Zangl
Rich Hoffman
Ross Nelson
Terry Johnson
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PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE 

FULLY INSURED
Lot Sweeping • Lot Striping

Snow Plowing • Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings • Skid Load Work

Traction Control • Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021

Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Rod’s Painting
Service 

Interior • Exterior Finishing
Rod Mueller

354-5513

301 First South Street
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-4914

Retzlaff’s 
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards

Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers

Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm

507-354-8851

“Your local Beer Guy”

Puhlmann
Lumber and Design

HIGH BANKS RESORT
OPEN YEAR ROUND

ON LAKE WINNIBIGOSHISH   
Rick & Kim Leonhardt

17645 N. High Banks Road NE
Deer River, MN 56636

Phone/Fax 218-246-2560
Reservations 800-365-2560

www.highbanks.com

Electricity is Our Business
“Our Only Business”

• Solar PV Systems - Design Build Experts
• Complete Electrical Service - New & Repair
• Underground Trenching & Aerial Work

800-817-7930
SPRINGFIELD • SLEEPY EYE • MORGAN

Farm•Commercial•Residential•Industrial

•EMBROIDERY • AD SPECIALTIES
• SCREEN PRINTING • SIGNS

507-354-6009
800-584-9457

1602 S. BROADWAY NEW ULM, MN 56073

                           


