
The Official Publication of The New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen
New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen • P.O. Box 294 • New Ulm, MN 56073 Web Site: newulmsportfish.org.

December
2011

Volume 23
Issue 12

Ice Safety

When is ice safe?
There really is no sure answer. You can't judge the
strength of ice just by its appearance, age, thickness,
temperature, or whether or not the ice is covered with
snow. Strength is based on all these factors -- plus the
depth of water under the ice, size of the water body,
water chemistry and currents, the distribution of the load
on the ice, and local climatic conditions.

There is no such thing as 100 percent safe ice.
• General ice thickness guidelines
• Traveling on ice
• Survival plan - steps for surviving immersion
• Ice rescue claws

• Instructions for making and using ice rescue claws
• Using Ice Picks for Self Rescue - Windows Media
movie format file (4.6 MB)

• Vehicle escape
• Helping someone else

Cold facts about ice safety - MN
DNR ice safety podcast

Watch Danger, Thin Ice! - 10 minute
MN DNR ice safety video.

Some cold facts about ice
New ice is usually stronger than old
ice. Four inches of clear, newly formed
ice may support one person on foot,
while a foot or more of old,
partially thawed ice may not.

Ice seldom freezes uniformly. It may be a foot thick in
one location and only an inch or two just a few feet away.

Ice formed over flowing water and currents is often
dangerous. This is especially true near streams, bridges
and culverts. Also, the ice on outside river bends is usu-
ally weaker due to the undermining effects of the faster
current.

The insulating effect of snow slows down the freezing
process. The extra weight also reduces how much weight
the ice sheet can support. Also, ice near shore can be
weaker than ice that is farther out.

Booming and cracking ice isn't necessarily dangerous.
It only means that the ice is expanding and contracting as
the temperature changes.

Schools of fish or flocks of waterfowl can also ad-
versely affect the relative safety of ice. The movement
of fish can bring warm water up from the bottom of the
lake. In the past, this has opened holes in the ice causing
snowmobiles and cars to break through.

News
11/21/2011: DNR warns parents of ice danger to
children.

More news
For more information on ice safety contact the MN DNR
and ask for our free ice safety publications, which in-
clude the brochures, "Danger, Thin Ice" and "Hypother-
mia the Cold Facts" and the wallet-sized reference card
and 11X14 posters titled, "Minimum Recommended Ice
Thicknesses." Metro (651) 296-6157 or toll free outside

the metro area 1-888-646-6367 or
email the Information Center at
info.dnr@state.mn.us.

If you wish to re-use any DNR Boat
and Water Safety materials from this
Web site, please contact us.

Club Calendar
Thursday, December 22nd ... December General Meeting at the
Clubhouse, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 25th ... Merry Christmas!
Sunday, January 1st ... Happy NewYear!
Looking Forward ... Ground Hog Day ... Ice-Fishing Contest at Clear Lake
... Club Winter Fishing Trip ... 2012 Opener



Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.
The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Chuck and Lynda
Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428

Licensed, bonded and insured. MPCALIC. #2535

FARM & FLEET
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS
LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm 359-2988

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation –

DozerWork
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax 507-354-7544
New Ulm, MN 56073 Res. 507-354-7864

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce reese
graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen. The
opinions expressed in this newsletter are solely those of re-
spective writers and not to be construed as the opinion of the
NUASF or its members. Send all correspondence and submis-
sions to New UlmArea Sport Fishermen, P.O. Box 294, New
Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President - Gary
Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-766-
0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board Members:
Jim Hulke (354-3654), Mike Buechner (354-2739 s), Ken
Sutherland (354-4140).
Hook, Line & Sinker Editor - Franz Kitzberger (359-8944)

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-3145
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From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

At our last meeting we held elections at the Fish Club. The club re-elected Ross Nelson
(Sec.), Jason Kuester (Pres.), Tony Miller (Tres.), and Gary Sprenger (VP). I would like
to THANK these guys for all of their hard work and dedication to better the New Ulm
Area Sport Fisherman!
P.S. Mike D. I don’t know how you did all of this by yourself….

The date for the Dixon Lake trip is February 16, we have 36 people signed up already!! I
need to have conformation and your $50.00 down payment to Dixon after the Decem-
ber’s meeting. If you are interested in going along on this trip please contact me at 507-
381-2041 or e-mail at jr@newulmtel,net. The total for the trip is $120.00 per person for
three nights, there will be a $10.00 per day per person charge for angling houses and
$30.00 per day for the spearing houses. They have room for 24 people in their angling
houses and about 25 spearing houses available. This is first come first serve, so if you
need an ice house let me know. If you are unable to attend the meeting and need to pay
your$50.00 down payment send it to Jason Kuester 56554-446th Street, New Ulm, MN
56073.

I would like to thank everyone for doing such a great job on selling their books of tickets
for the ice fishing contest and the Ice Castle Fish House. If you are interested and want
more tickets contact Ross Nelson at 507-766-0765 or myself at 507-381-2041. Please
turn in any unused tickets and or money at the January meeting. Thanks for all your hard
work!!!

Ice fishing season is here and many lakes are froze over and covered in snow. Due to
these conditions it is very hard to tell if you are walking on 2 inches of ice or 8 inches of
ice. Please be careful if and when you are on the ice.
Remember the golden rules of ice thickness- 4 inches
walking only, 6 inches snowmobiles and four-wheel-
ers, 12 inches or more for small cars and pickups, 16
inches for full size vehicles.

Fall is here (maybe winter) and what a great time to
bring our friends and family to the New UlmArea
Sport Fisherman Club. We are always looking for
new members to join. If you know of someone bring them along and show them how
much fun we have at our club. As always, bring a friend and each of you will receive a
free refreshment of your choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

FLOOR CARE
SERVICES

2201 North Broadway, Lot141
New Ulm MN • Phone 507-3545402

Neal Haaland
Vice President
Financial Advisor

Global Wealth Management
51A Broadway N Fl 1
PO Box 2445
Fargo, ND 58108-2445
701 241 1353
800 937 0614

F 701 205 4276

Merrill Lynch

This space available



Booking 406-395-4515 Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July) Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K Mr. O Mr. D

Eric Olson
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

WWiittttee  FFlloooorr  CCoovveerriinngg  
Residential • Commercial
Guaranteed Installation

GGeennee  WWiittttee
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073

550077--335544--44883333

GGaarryy  SSpprreennggeerr

CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair
Gary Sprenger, Owner

New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

River Restoration 
Action Team

Let us help you reel in
the Big Ones!

Bring Yours in and
Trade for NEW!

Line Winding

FISHING ROD & REEL TUNE-UP 
Buy, Sell, Trade & Repair

Reel Repair, Rod Tip & Guide Replacement 
New & Used Rods & Reels for Sale & Trade

Merle Wilmes  •  (507) 388-1005
112 Winkler, Mankato, MN 56001

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters

MEETING NOTES from December 1st

*Secretary's and Treasurer's Reports were read and accepted unanimously.
*Membership Update: Membership stands at 190, with 29 due. Reminder:
membership drive ends with the next general meeting, Dec. 22nd.
*Area Lakes and Rivers Report: Ice on Dixon and Winnie lakes is 4-1/2 " thick;
fishing on the Minnesota River is still "hot."
*Clubhouse News: club grounds cleanup--nobody showed up! (?); December
Social Night on the 8th; General Meeting on the 22nd.
*Elections & Results: Motion was made and seconded to re-elect all nominated
positions; motion passed unanimously. Jason Kuester, President; Gary Sprenger,
Vice President; Ross Nelson, Secretary; Tony Miller, Treasurer.
*Tony Miller asked to use the clubhouse for the annual Miller Family Christmas
Party. Club approved.
*Eric Olson is offering beef hamburger for $3.45/lb, in 1-3 lb packages. Mr. "O"
will be available at the January General Meeting.
*Ice-fishing Contest: Tickets are available, see Ken Sutherland; posters are
available from Jason K.; Club is looking for a replacement for the irreplaceable
Dave Mecklenburg, to serve as Ice-Fishing Contest Coordinator, see Jason K.;
Pat Roiger has offered to take over as Prize Coordinator; volunteers were ac-
cepted and assigned duties for Prize Collection; sponsors were announced; Tom
Simonson volunteered to be Food Coordinator again this year and will take care
of the Food License; there are 170 Ice Castle raffle tickets remaining to be sold,
see Ken S.
*Winter Fishing Trip: Date firm at February 16th to the 19th; meet at Runnings;
anyone interested in this trip, see Jason K. as soon as possible; $50 deposit re-
quired; first come-first served on cabins.
*Food for next meeting will be presented by Jim Hulke and Mark Dauer.
*Wymann Forbrook and Tom Simonson will pull the Ice Castle in the Fish
House Parade in St. Peter on December 3rd.
*New member Richard Carlson talked about the Invasive Species Task Force.
He asked for club support to make his voice heard for the Minnesota River and
this important project.
*Tony Miller contacted Journal editor Kevin Sweeney about an article promot-
ing NUASF, the Annual Ice-Fishing Contest, and other projects and initiatives.
Jason K. offered to represent the club in this PR project. Club received a Thank
You from Dave and Ruth Mecklenburg for sympathies expressed at the death of
Dave's mother, Joyce.
*Club reeived a Thank You from Pro Kinship for Kids, along with a photo-dis-
play of kids enjoying a fishing-outing, supported by NUASF funding.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR! MAY YOU AND YOURS
FISH WELL & PROSPER! THANKS FOR ALL YOU DO.
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NNUUAASSFF  MMeemmbbeerrss..  ..  ..
stop in at the B&L BAR for a free
bottle of Schell’s Original or Grain
Belt Premium or Premium Light 

BB  &&  LL  BBAARR
1155  NNoorrtthh  MMiinnnneessoottaa  SSttrreeeett

NNeeww  UUllmm,,  MMNN  5566007733  ••  335544--22661100

Offer good once a month on the date of the NUASF
monthly meeting. Mention this ad for a free beer and al-
ways practice safe “drishing”.
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PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE 
FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping • Lot Striping
Snow Plowing • Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings • Skid Load Work

Traction Control • Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021

Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Rod’s Painting
Service 

Interior • Exterior Finishing
Rod Mueller

354-5513

301 First South Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4914

Retzlaff’s 
ACE Hardware

Alumacraft Boats
Johnson and Evinrude Outboards

Suzuki Outboards
Shoreland’r Trailers

Boat Accessories and Fishing Tackle
21 N. Minnesota Downtown New Ulm

507-354-8851

Puhlmann
Lumber and Design

HIGH BANKS RESORT
OPEN YEAR ROUND

ON LAKE WINNIBIGOSHISH    

Rick & Kim Leonhardt
17645 N. High Banks Road NE

Deer River, MN 56636

Phone/Fax 218-246-2560
Reservations 800-365-2560

www.highbanks.com

Electricity is Our Business
“Our Only Business”

• Solar PV Systems - Design Build Experts
• Complete Electrical Service - New & Repair
• Underground Trenching & Aerial Work

800-817-7930
SPRINGFIELD • SLEEPY EYE • MORGAN
Farm•Commercial•Residential•Industrial

•EMBROIDERY • AD SPECIALTIES
• SCREEN PRINTING • SIGNS

507-354-6009
800-584-9457

1602 S. BROADWAY         NEW ULM, MN 56073


