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High Island Lake Reclamation on Track 
By Scott Sparlin Ex. Dir. CMR, Watershed Initiative Coordinator for FMV, Paast President NUASF

Much planning and a lot of work
have gone into the reclamation of
High Island Lake this past year.
Friends of High Island along with
their numerous partners completed
projects designed to improve water
quality in the impaired High Island
Watershed. The projects were under-
taken in tributaries to High Isand
Lake, High Island Creek and the lake
itself which ultimately drains the
Minnesota River. Numerous best man-
agement practices have also been
adopted with the help of the Clean
Water Partnership which is funded by
the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency. 

In May over 25 volunteers partici-
pated in a burley straw project which
was both experimental and effective in
reducing phosphorus. Using a
Christmas tree bailer, long (15-20 ft.)
bales of barley straw were placed in
streams that drained to High Island
Lake. This process has been effective
in reducing phorphorus and algae in
other parts of the United States, Great
Britain and in Minnesota as well.

Friends of High Island from donations
received during our Mid-Winter Bash
fund raiser and from our many partners
as well. Subsequently if the lake experi-
ences a good freeze out this winter,
walleye fry will be put in the lake and
the water control structure wull be uti-
lized to return the lake levels back to
normal some time in spring 2010. 

This fall another rain garden was
constructed in the city of New Auburn
to volunters with the elp os Al Odenthal.
This brings the total to 7 that have been
constructed in the city over the past 3
years. This upcoming year a large rain
garden is being planned for constructin
on the north end of town with a con-
peletion date slated for late summer.
New Auburn intends to have the entire
community’s stormwater system consist
of rain gardens in stead of the more con-
ventional curb and gutter that most
cities have. This will further help the
lake recover and ensure clean runoff to
the  lake from the city of New Auburn
into the future.

The Friends of High Island are hav-
ing their annual Mid-Winter Bash on
Saturday, January 23rd at the High
Island Hideaway in New Auburn with
great food, refreshments, a program
about the lake, a raffle, door prizes,
entertainment and more. The public is
invited and welcoe. Dinner tickets are
available by calling Scott Sparlin at
507-276-2280 and leave message on the
number of tickets needed and who they
are for.

Monitoring samples were taken
throughout the summer and fall by Joel
Wurscher which showed a localized
significant reduction of phorphorus.
The project has been a learning experi-
ence for all and will be fine tuned to
make it even more effec
tive this next year.

A number of meetings with both
government and non-governmen enti-
ties durng the past year have resulted in
the creation of an excellent road map
for moving forward with the lake draw
down. After many discussions and
numerous communications, all parties
are now on the same page. The situa-
tion now exists which allow for a time-
ly and most effective draw down this
year and into the future years when and
if needed. The plans include modifica-
tions to the outlets to the lake along
with the control structure. This will
allow for a thorough draw down and an
accelerated water flow coming from the
lake during any planned draw down
event. Some of the modifications are in
place now and some will be completed
this winter. They are being funded by

Wednesday, January 27th . . Board Meeting, Clubhouse, 5:30 p.m.
General Meeting, Clubhouse, 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, February 11th . . .Deadline to turn in all prizes for tthe
fishing contest. Special meeting at the 
clubhouse to organize prizes, 6:00 p.m.

Sunday, February 14th . . . ..NUASF Ice Fishing Contest, Clear Lake
Happy Valentine’s Day & Lunar New Year!

February 18th – 21st . . . . . . Club Ice Fishing Trip, Dixon Lake

        



Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.
Chuck and Lynda

Courtland, MN 56021
Office 800-289-6428 

Licensed, bonded and insured.  MPCA LIC. #2535

FARM & FLEET 
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm      359-2988

Offering Superior Auto Body Repairs,
Spray-in bedliners, and Full Service

Mechanical Shop
809 - 20th North, New Ulm   

507-233-4470

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation – 

Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax  507-354-7544

New Ulm, MN 56073           Res. 507-354-7864

Steve
Suess

Block and Concrete Work Since 1977
631 South Front                 507--354-7234
New Ulm, MN 56073     Cell 507-276-3822

Free Estimates

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport
Fishermen. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are
solely those of respective writers and not to be construed as
the opinion of the NUASF or its members. Send all correspon-
dence and submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen,
P.O. Box 294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Jim Hulke (354-3654), Dave Mecklenburg (794-
7859), Ken Sutherland (354-4140). 
Hook, Line & Sinker Editor - Franz Kitzberger (359-8944)

General Trading
Company

• Automotive
• Industrial
• Agricultural

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-3145
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From the President …..
By Jason Kuester

Hello! Our next meeting has been changed to Wednesday, January 27 at 7:30
p.m. As most of you all know, Eric Olson will be visiting us at our next meet-
ing. Eric is a wonderful asset to our club and we would like to THANK him for
his support. Eric donates trips for our Fishng Contest, membership drive, and
also provides us with a great meal at our January meeting. To help with this
great meal we are asking everyone to bring a dish to pass.

There will be a board meeting on Wednesday, January 27 at 5:30 p.m.
(sharp). In this meeting we will be discussing our year end audit, and going over
club policies. All board members should be present for this meeting.

As everyone knows our fishing tournament is February 14th. We should
have the prizes collected, and the posters in place within the next couple weeks.
Ticket sales can continue up to the day of the contest. Once again, this is our
club’s biggest moneymaker, and we will need many volunteers for this event.
Tickets and posters are available at the next meeting or by contacting Ross
Nelson at 507-766-0765 or me at 507-381-2041 or by email at
jr@newulmtel.net and we will get you as many as you would like.

All prizes must be turned into the club on or before Thursday, February 11th.
We will be having a special meeting on the 11th at 6:00 p.m. to organize all of
the prizes for the contest.

We still have a few openings for the Club Ice Fishing Trip. If you want to
attend the ice fishing trip to Dixon Lake Resort on February 18th-21st, please
have your $50.00 payment to me at the next meeting on Wednesday the 27th. If
you are interested in this trip and can’t make the meeting, contact me at 507-
381-2041 or email me at jr@newulmtel.net. The total for the trip is $115.00 per
person for three nights. There will be a $10.00 per day charge for an angling
house and $30.00 per day for the spearing houses. They have room for 20 peo-
ple in their angling houses and about 25 spearing houses available. This first
come, first serve, so if you need an ice house, let me know.

The club  houses are on Clear Lake. Remember to clean up the houses and
remove your garbage when you leave. Good Luck Fishing!!!!

Winter is here and what a great time to bring our friends and family to the
New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen Club. We are always looking for new members
to join. If you know of someone interested, bring them along and show them
how much fun we have at our club. As always, bring a friend and each of you
will receive a free refreshment of your choice!

Hope to see you at the next meeting!

This space is available
for your advertising.

Call Tony at 354-2457

 



Booking 406-395-4515                                                               Eric Olson
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)                        Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D
Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

RRiivveerr VVaalllleeyy
SSttoorraaggee 

416 North Valley • New Ulm
Weekly • Monthly

Annually
Gary Grosam

507-354-6033

WWiittttee FFlloooorr CCoovveerriinngg 
Residential • Commercial
Guaranteed Installation

GGeennee WWiittttee
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073

550077--335544--44883333

GGaarryy SSpprreennggeerr
CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

River Restoration 
Action Team
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Let us help you reel
in the Big Ones!

Bring Yours in and
Trade for NEW!

Line Winding

FISHING ROD & REEL TUNE-UP
Buy, Sell, Trade & Repair

Reel Repair, Rod Tip & Guide Replacement 
New & Used Rods & Reels for Sale & Trade

Merle Wilmes  •  (507) 388-1005
112 Winkler, Mankato, MN 56001

CRANK BAIT
Be patient and calm, for no one can catch fish in anger.

—an ancient Zen Master

MEETING NOTES from December 30th
*50 members present. Membership stands at 197 with 33 due. Erv Weinkauf
wins the 2009 membership drive with 7 new members. Good on ya, Erv! And
welcome new members!
*Area Lakes and Rivers Reports: Eric Olson will bring steaks for January meet-
ing. WCCO reported that a fishing party (from Wisconsin?), fishing on Upper
Red Lake, was apprehended with far too many fish for comfort; Lake Hanska:
Fishing OK, but patience should be exercised; Lake of the Woods: small
saugers, otherwise limits were caught; Clear Lake: good fishing!
*Clubhouse and Grounds Update: Tony Miller reported on repairs to outhouse
and steps, and we received a thank-you note from the Miller family for use of
the clubhouse for their Christmas party.
*Discussion on replacement of the club swordfish, which decorates the outside
of the clubhouse. (Franz K. put in a bid, but no action was taken. Holy macker-
el!) Jim Hulke and Orv Rannow suggested that Jim Liebl be commissioned to
create some “shadow figures” to replace the swordfish. Motion was made and
passed unanimously. Discussion on plowing of driveway and parking lot. It was
decided that Jason K.’s expenses should be covered and that Jason should sub-
mit a bill as necessary for his services. Discussion of insurance coverage for LP
gas-tank theft. Tony Miller said that a police report must be filed. Concerns
noted about a possible rate-hike if claim is made. Tony M. will check this issue
out.
*Jason Kuester (speaking for Scott Sparlin/not present) asked for a monetary
donation to High Island Lake Reclamation Project. Donation passed unanimous-
ly.
*Thin Ice signs placed on Clear Lake, 12/26/09. Aeration system was started.
Thanks to all who helped!
*Dixon Lake Resort Fishing Trip: Dates set, 30 members signed up so far, room
for 10 more. See Jason K. if interested.
*Ice Fishing Contest: Posters are printed and available; prize collecting is going
well; Orv Rannow will donate two bicycles for kids’ free raffle. Looking for a
volunteer for this event.
*Ice Houses: 2 on Clear Lake, 1 on Lake Hanska. All are in pretty good shape.
You’re asked to keep them clean and to place blocks under them when slush
becomes a problem. Make sure the jacks are turned up before moving the hous-
es. Jacks are used for lifting the houses only. Jim Hulke has some old fish-house
jacks for sale. See him if interested.
*Food for January meeting: Eric Olson will supply the steaks! Please bring your
favorite side-dish to balance things out.
*Gary Sprenger asked to reserve the clubhouse on January 15th for a Lost Dog
and Fox Club meeting. Motion to allow usage passed unanimously.
*Tony Miller reported that the NUASF checking account has been transferred
from Alliance Bank to United Prairie Bank. 

TAKE CARE OUT THERE! Speak softly and don’t assume too much . . . 

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters
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PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE 

FULLY INSURED
Lot Sweeping • Lot Striping

Snow Plowing • Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings • Skid Load Work

Traction Control • Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021

Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE
• Custom Home Systems • Antenna Systems
• Surround Sound • Wiring and Hookings

Glen Rasmussen
Office 354-5961 • Home 354-8748

Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Walt & Bev Luneburg, Owners
218 19th South • New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-2555

Rod’s Painting
Service 

Interior • Exterior Finishing
Rod Mueller

354-5513

301 First South Street
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-4914

Retzlaff
Marine & Tackle 

Johnson Outboards • Lund Boats
Spartan Trailers

Yamaha Outboard Motors
Newest in Fishing Tackle

Downtown New Ulm

“Your local Beer Guy”

Puhlmann
Lumber and Design

New Ulm Steel
& Recycling

                   


