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Environmental Protection Agency lives up to its name

By Scott Sparlin,
President Emeritus

On January 23rd, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency lived up to
its name by protecting the water in the
Minnesota River. Plans to draw water
from the river for the proposed Big
Stone |1 project will have to be
shelved for now. Plant officials have
60 days to apped the ruling, but
“Like | said, it ain't over ‘til it's over
and it ain't quite over yet, but | can
hear the winds of change blowin’,
how *‘bout you?’

And this via Scott from Paul
Austin of Conservation Minnesota:
“Governor’s Conservation Budget
Raises Questions.” Dateline, Jan.
29th, 2009: “In the fine print of his
proposed budget, Gov. Pawlenty [ed.
from the land of “pawlenty” is
enough] acknowledges that funds
from the recently passed Clean Water,
Land, and Legacy Amendment are not
available to offset the projected budg-
et deficit. The language of the consti-
tutional amendment clearly states that
the new funds may not be used to
substitute for traditional funding
sources. But budget cuts proposed by
Pawlenty recently, including cuts to
clean water programs and fish-and-
wildlife habitat work, are inconsistent
with what 1.6 million Minnesotans
voted for, and raise serious questions
that must be answered.” Pawlenty’s
proposed budget should leave
Minnesotans to wonder: How will

cutting the Clean Water Partnership
program help increase water cleanup
efforts that voters overwhelmingly
approved last November? How does
reducing general fund support for
conservation, to its lowest level in
history, keep faith with voters
demands, and their investment, to
increase conservation efforts within
the spirit of the amendment?

How will unspecified agency-
wide cuts be implemented, and how
will voters know that amendment

funds are not used as a substitute?
How can any dramatic cutsin tradi-
tional funding sources not be seen as
an abuse of amendment funds, which
are meant for long-term investments,
to backfill agency budgets? For more
information and to participate in the
on-going Q&A, visit conservation-
minnesota.org; Paul Austin can be
reached at

Paul @conservationminnesota.org. Good
guestions always deserve good
answers!

S
Girls fishing at Clear Lake. Photo by Don Borstad

Club Calendar

February 8th ...... Fishing Contest—Success!
February 19th .....Social Night at the Clubhouse, 6:30 p.m.
February 26th .....Meeting at the Clubhouse, 7:00 p.m.
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FARM & FLEET

FARM « HARDWARE ¢ AUTO « TOOLS
LAWN & GARDEN ¢ PAINT « CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm 359-2988
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COLLISION & TIRE CENTER
Offering Superior Auto Body Repairs,

Spray-in bedliners, and Full Service
Mechanical Shop

809 - 20th North, New Ulm
507-233-4470

Hoffman Construction

Gravel — Excavation —
Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway « New Ulm

Steve
Suess

507-359-4444
- ==
Block and Concrete Work Since 1977
631 South Front 507--354-7234
New Ulm, MN 56073  Cell 507-276-3822
Free Estimates

Neal O. Haaland
Second Vice President-Wealth Management
Financial Advisor
Financial Planning Specialist
4. 2000 44th Street South, Suite 402
c|t|group | Fargo, ND 58103-7411
SMITHBARNEY Tel 701 492 2409
Tel 800 437 6562
Fax 701 492 2424
neal.0.haal and@smithbarney.com

Citigroup Global Market, Inc.
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"APPLIANCE
REPAIR, INC.
Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling
Cell 507-276-6797
Fax 507-354-7544
Res. 507-354-7864

Jesse Kral
622 North Jefferson
New Ulm, MN 56073

Imperial
Porta-Palace

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere arestroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Chuck and Lynda

Courtland, MN 56021

Office 800-289-6428
Licensed, bonded and insured. MPCA LIC. #2535

From the President .....
By Jason Kuester

First things first, | would like to thank al of the volunteers that helped with the
ice fishing contest. Everyone did a great job selling tickets, collecting prizes, and run-
ning the event out on the ice!!! Thiswas NUASF best contest on the lake. We had over
1000 people on the lake and it took everyone to make an event like this a success.
Thanks Again!!

The next meeting is “Fish Dish Night”. (YAY) If you like fish (and who does-
n't) you will want to be at the next meeting! | invite you to bring your best fish dish to
pass or just bring some fillets. In the past we have had fish sultz, pickled fish, Pete's
smoked fish, Scotts Cajun Fish Gumbo, fish chowder and many other great dishes. As
always with our February meeting we will be having DNR fisheries staff on hand to
give us updates on Clear Lake, Lake Hanska, Sleepy Eye Lake, and the Minnesota
River.

| would like to thank Eric Olson for filling our bellies at the last meeting with
some delicious Montana venison steak. Eric has also been very generous in the past
and present by donating trips to Canada for our club. One of these trips is handed out to
the member who signs up the most new members for the year. The other trip is given
away as a big prize at our ice fishing contest by purchasing afive dollar raffle ticket.
Eric would aso like everyone to know that there are some openings on July 4th — 10th
for three or more people to come up to Canada fishing. The cost is $700.00 per person
for athree day trip. There are a'so some members going up over this weekend. If you
are interested contact Eric at 406-395-4515 for more details. We would like to give Eric
a big Thank You for everything he has done for our club.

Due to the warm weather, we have removed all of the club fish houses off of
Clear Lake. If you are interested in using the ice house(s) they are parked at Berg land-
ing by Clear Lake. There are only a couple of weeks left before al ice houses have to
be removed from theice. The deadline is February 28th. Due to al the rain and
warmer temps many of the lakes are starting to open up where creeks and culverts run
into them. Please be safe whenever going onto the ice.

We are always looking for new friends and ideas. Feel free to bring them to
the next meeting. We will be discussing dates for events for the rest of the year.

Hope to see you at the next meeting!!

Look how fish live

No one knows how the river hamlet of Courtland bagged such a convention, or why
the attendees swam such great distances from their native northern waters, but this
Hook, Line, and Sinker editor was issued a press-pass to attend the recent Confraternity
of Benthic Fish, held recently under the ice of the Minnesota River. In attendance were
the likes of Bobby Ray Burbot, a"lawyer" out of Babbitt, whose only pout about the
meeting facilities was his discomfort in the shallows: no rocky structures adjacent to
deeper water had been provided. Burbort's wife, Elaine Eelpout-Burbot, quite attractive
continued on page 3
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The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport
Fishermen. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are

e Automotive
¢ Industrial
e Agricultural

solely those of respective writers and not to be construed as
the opinion of the NUASF or its members. Send all correspon-
dence and submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen,
P.O. Box 294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Jason Kuester (381-2041); Vice-President -
Gary Sprenger (359-9358); Secretary - Ross Nelson (507-
766-0765) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Jim Huelke (354-3654), Dave Mecklenburg
(794-7859), Ken Sutherland (354-4140).
Hook, Line & Sinker Editor - Franz Kitzberger (359-8944)

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-3145




L ook how fish live continiued from page 2

for arough fish and looking very much like her spouse, concurred, and added, "And
the night-foraging was just average." It seemed to be a family-type affair. Relativesin
attendance were Ling Cod Ling, of Tibet, Gary Gudgeon, a"lush" from Lake of the
Woods, Connie Cusk, a mottled brown and spotted ex-stripper from Winnipeg, Marcus
Mud Blower, the famous architect of the annual International Eelpout Festival, out of
Leech Lake and Walker, and from parts unknown and appearing quite goutish, Conrad
"Spineless" Catfish. The highlight of the night was this quip, overheard during Bobby
Ray Burbot's address to the academics of the school: "So much in lifeis pure luck, no
matter what us fish want you to think."

CRANK BAIT

The Hemingway Code: Fighting, F! @#$%", and Fishing (in no particular order).

MEETING NOTES from January 21t

*Membership stands at 179, with 33 memberships due. Orin Schultz is tops in the
Membership Drive with 13 new members.

*Area Lakes and Rivers: Clear Lake (as reported by Scott D and Dave M) had great
fishing, but catching not so good. Small sunnies at St. James and Sleepy Eye. 1 Fish-
house on Sleepy Eye Lake, 3 on Clear Lake. Jim H and Mark D did a great job on get-
ting the fish-houses in shape.

*Clubhouse and Grounds: People are reminded to please clean up after meetings or
any other times they visit. A dust mop will be purchased.

*Club Jackets: Sign up with Ross N. Specify winter or spring coat. Ross is still check-
ing prices.

*Belle Plaine River Cleanup: Meeting will be held in mid-Feb., with main organizers
of the event. Contact Tony Miller if you can attend. Tony is looking for crew leaders.
Also, Tony will be presenting a PowerPoint show depicting the cleanup progress at the
next meeting.

*The Board of Directorsisin agreement with the ending balance of the recent audit.
*Clear Lake: Aeration system has been started up and all thin ice signs are in place. 23
members helped with the project. An email was sent out for help and got a great
response.

*High Island Fundraiser: Donation request approved unanimously.

*Scott S reported on the DNR Roundtable he attended. Scott senses an opportunity for
some funding for various club projects and will handle the necessary paperwork.
Members were asked to think about projects or programs that are in line with the
NUASF mission statement. The club will cover Scott’s expenses for the meeting.
*Fishing Contest Update: Prize collection going well; raffle tickets available; Frabil 1ce
House purchased by Al Z, Frabil donated some other items. Al also procured some
product-donations from Northland; all permits and licenses are covered; meeting at the
Clubhouse Feb. 5th to coordinate prizes and assignments, etc. for the contest; sign-up
sheet for working the food booth.

*Food for next meeting, Feb. 26th: Fish-Dish Night—bring something fishy to pass.
*DNR Fisheries Report.

*Take care out there!

New Ulm
River Restoration

Action Team

18248 225th St
New Utm, MN 56073
507 359-2858

%+ GARY SPRENGER
¥t/ CONSTRUCTION

Light Carpentry * Drywall Taping & Texturing
Specidizing in Drywall Repair
Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 « Phone 507-359-9358

MANKATO TENT & AWNING

www.mankatotent.com
Cell: 507-317-7379 Work: 507-625-5115
Email: jesse@mankatotent.com Fax: 507-625-5111

Jesse Spiess, Manager
1021 Range St. * N, Mankato, MN 56002 * Div. ITF Industries

Wirte FLoor COVERING

Residential « Commercial
Guaranteed I nstallation
GENE WITTE
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354~4833

FISHING ROD & REEL TUNE-UP
Buy, Sell, Trade & Repair

Let us help you reel

i the Big Onear 5 oS Bring Yours in and

[Fy,  Trade for NEW!

7K
S—————2 Line Winding
epair, Rod Tip & Guide Replacement
New & Used Rods & Reels for Sale & Trade
Merle Wilmes « (507) 388-1005
112 Winkler, Mankato, MN 56001

Fishing & Hunting Outfitters /;

Mr. O

Eric Olson
Lake Diefenbaker
Saskatchewan, Canada

Mr. K

Eric Olson
Box 23, Havre, MT 59501

Booking 406-395-4515
Camp 306-773-7877 (June & July)

RnerR VaLLey
STORAGE
416 North Valley « New Ulm

Weekly « Monthly

Annually
Gary Grosam
507-354-6033




MANDERFELD'S
HOME

DESIGN &\x

Building Materials - ldea Showroom

Lumber ¢ Hardware * Doors « Windows
Carpet & Flooring * Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Professional Installation « Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings « Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West 233-8440 New Ulm

New Ulm Steel

& Recycling

Walt & Bev Luneburg, Owners
218 19th South « New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-2555

Electricity Is Our Business -
Our Oniy Business!
We're Only A Phone Call Away

=¥ 800-817-7930

Sleepy Eye Morgan Springfield

Rod’s Painting

Retzlaff
Marine & Tackle

Service Johnson Outboards « Lund Boats
BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE Interior » Exterior Finishing Spartan Trailers
+ Custom Home Systems « Antenna Systems Rod Mueller Yamaha Outboard Motors
* Qurround Sound « Wiring and Hookings 3 3 Newest in Fishing Tackle
Glen Rasmussen 54-551
Office 354-5961 » Home 354-8748 Downtown New Ulm
Puhlmann

GroundZERO

PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping ¢ Lot Striping
Snow Plowing ¢ Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings ¢ Skid Load Work
Traction Control » Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
312 4th Street, Courtland, MN 56021
Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Lumber and Design

301 First South Street
New UIm, MN 56073

507-354-4914

Steve Holm
Sales Representative

August Schell Brewing Co.
1860 Schell Rd. ¢ PO Box 128
New Uim, MN 56073

507-354-5528

800-770-5020 * Fax: 507-359-9119
Email: sholm@schellsbrewery.com g

www.schellsbrewery.com
www.grainbelt.com

Cell: 507-276-3605  Home: 507-359-2368
“Your local Beer Guy”

PRINTWEAR

- GRAPHICS

~EMBROIDERY ~AD SPECIALTIES
~SCREEN PRINTING
v SIGNS

507-354-6009
800-584-9457

1602 S. BROADWAY - NEW ULM, MN
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