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CONTEST UPDATE

Fishing contest a success

This year’s ice fishing contest can go down as our most successful ever! We had an outstand-
ing show of support from club members coming to help with all aspects of the contest. The
weather was perfect and people came out of the woodwork to fish and have fun. We didn’t really
take a head count but there had to be well over 400 people.

With big numbers of people come big $’s for our club. Big ticket sales were close to
$6000.00, raffle ticket sales were $2386.00, food stand $984.00. Even our new contest event
“Snow Golf” made over $110.00 We should really be able to do some worthwhile things in the
next year. Thanks to all for all the hard work.

Ditch-buffer bill may get passed this session

State Representative Rick Hansen  tion which said the width of the buffer many people to do a required study.

(DFL from South St. Paul) and state strips included should be clarified. The group, in 2005, got an appropria-
Senator Dan Sparks (DFL from The law required a 1-rod buffer-strip tion in the Board of Water and Soil
Austin) are working to get a ditch- to be placed on each side of a newly Resources budget for $109,000, to
buffer bill passed this session. Should  dug ditch and also where existing look at the implementation of buffers
the bill pass, it would go a long way ditches are improved. A rod is 16.5 strips and to do a literature review of
toward cleaning up our state’s waters  feet long. their effectiveness. The study found
and provide needed wildlife habitat. There was confusion over where ditch buffers protect water quality,
Representative Hansen, an expert the rod should start and end in the reduce erosion and provide wildlife
in soil and water management has put 1977 law. It was found in a survey habitat. It is important to wildlife as it
together long overdue changes in a taken in 1986-1987 that there wasn’t - provides a corridor in which wildlife
plan that will bring long-term benefits. much compliance to the law and today can move. The buffers reduce wind
Being in leadership positions in the it still isn’t. erosion and runoff which in turn pro-
Dakota County Soil and Water In February, a ditch-buffer bill of tects water.
Conservation District, Hansen has Hansen’s passed a House committee Although the bill did not pass last
known about the issue for some time.  that is supported by farmers and envi-  session, this session interest in ditch
In 2004 the SWCD passed a resolu- ronmentalists. It took a lot of work by  buffers has grown. A task force from
— - the Board of Water and Soil
Resources followed up on the recom-
Club Calendar mendations and heard compelling tes-
March 29th vevresemieneennen. ... Meeting at the Clubhouse 7:30 p.m. timony about the need to update
April 1a4th ...Community Cleanup 9:00 p.m. drainage records, not only for the
April oth . Sodil Ni ght at the Clubhouse 6:30 p.m. buffer requirement but for assessment
April 26t Meeting at the Clubhouse 7:30 p.m. and property taxes. Therefore the gov-
Continued on page 2
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FARM & FLEET
FARM + HARDWARE * AUTO « TOOLS
LAWN & GARDEN - PAINT « CLOTHING
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COLLISION & TIRE CENTER
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809 - 20th North, New Uim

507-233-4470

Hoffman Construction
Gravel — Excavation —
Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway + New Ulm
507-359-4444

h Steve Suess d
Masonry

Block and Concrete Work Since 1977

631 South Front 507--354-7234
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REPAIR, INC.
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Cell 507-276-6797

Fax 507-354-7544

Res. 507-354-7864

Jesse Kral
622 North Jefferson
New Ulm, MN 56073

From the President. . .

By Scott Sparlin
Well the new regulations for fishing are available and they are 78 pages
long. Wow. 1wonder if the CO’s can keep up. I think it’s time to simplify, it

* has 1o be possible. Transporting of fish is pretty complicated as stated in the

book, read it yourself and see if you get it. 1 know I had a hard time. I think
the measuring of fish vs. bag limits has 1o be revisited. That alone would cut
that book of regulations in half. 1’'m not saying slots don’t work, 1 am saying
50 does bag limits. There is also a lot of catch and release mortality that would
not happen if bag limits were reduced. It would also promote fishing atterna-
tive species when a bag limit was fall. Something 1o think about, we’il hash it
over at the next meeting and get your opinions. 1 don’t think 1’m the 1one
ranger on this either, as 1 have asked many anglers the same questions and
received a positive response 10 limits vs. slots.

This next meeting we will be discussing our spring clean up projects.
Community Clean Up for Water Quatity, Club Grounds and Riverbank clean up
will all be covered. We have set a date of Saturday the 14th of April and a
meeting ptace of Riverside Park at 8:30 a.m. to get started. So if you can vol-
unteer for either the morning session or the afternoon session or even both, 1
would encourage each of you to do so. We will have the grill going and there
will be food and refreshments for all participants.

The membership drive for 2007 is off and running. Let’s really gear up this
year and increase our ranks considerably. Many of us have talked about get-
ting the 25-35 year old crew, let’s work on that and encourage them to take an
active role as some of our club members in that age group already have. So
bring a friend and his friend to our next meeting and receive a free refreshment
of your choice for all of you. See you at the next meeting.

Buffer Stl‘ip continued from page 1
emnor budgeted $500,000 for record modernization grants for local government.
The bill which passed the House Environment and Natural Resources
Committee, House File 577, Senate companion was authored by Senator Dan
Sparks.

The landowners who benefit when there is a ditch cleanout or a new ditch
established will pay for the buffers. Because the buffers will reduce the need for
cleanout as well as other benefits, everyone in the watershed will benefit.

Although some legislators oppose the bills, there is really widespread sup-
port. Agricultural, environmental and many other groups are in support.
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street dances, cabins pr anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

_The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street New Ulm, MN 56073
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KEEP IT CLEAN

At-our February meeting several members brought to the clubs attention that
-on several-occasions-dead fish have been found lying-on the ice-outside of
-our fish houses-on Clear Lake. Though at first glance this may seem to be
nothing, except messy, it is against DNR Regulations. 1 looked it up in the
new 07 Fishing Regulations handed-out at-our last meeting. “A person -can-
-not -wantonly waste a fish that is caught by leaving it-or any usable portion-on
the ice.” So if you use the fish houses next year make sure you take any-dead
fish with you and-dispose -of them properly.

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP
As I’m writing this article there’s over 20” of snow on the ground and the
temperatures are in the teens. But it is spring and with spring comes our
annual Community Clean Up. The date is set for April 14th (switched from
April 7th) meet at Riverside Park boat landing (@ 9:00A.M with pickups and
trailers. Also bring rakes, shovels, brooms and dress according to the weather.
Getting the leaves out of the gutters and storm drains before they have a
chance to get into the river is important, so make sure you set the date aside
and come join us. We will also have a lunch at the clubhouse after the
cleanup and we’ll do some spring-cleaning at the clubhouse and grounds as
well.

NOTES FROM LAST MEETING

*Thc landing at Berg’s was in tuff shapc after the contest so Jim Hulke and
Ken Sutherland arc going to contact the Berg’s and talk to them about fixing
it for them.

*Ice fishing houses were taken off Clear Lake on February 215t & 220d
Thanks to the members that took care of that for us.

*The Stoney Award election will be done at the March meeting so get your
nominations in to Ross before or at the meeting. If you remember the Stoney
goes to the club member who over the last year has worked the hardest for
the club and its ideals

Newsletter by e-mail form

Yes, 1 would like to receive my newsletter by e-mail.

Namc

e-mail address

Fill out this form today and return it to Ross Nelson.
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River Restoration
Action Team

GARY SPRENGER
CONSTRUCTION
Light Carpentry » Drywall Taping & Texturing
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 « Phone 507-359-9358

scvl. SOUTH CENTRAL
VACUUM LOCATING
Professional Hydro-Vacuum Services
in localing utiies and cleaning:
[Road Culverts « Storm Drains « Lift Stations « Manholcs

* Grain Pits * Con r Chutes * Motor Valve Boxes *
Car & Truck Wash Pits

Res: 507-359-5791
ice: 507-354-3973
Ceil: 307-381-2041

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th
New Uim, MN 56073

Wrrre FLoor COVERING

Residential * Commercial
Guaranteed Installation
GENE WITTE
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-4833

This advertising
space is available.
Phone Tony at
354-2457

Hunting & Fishing Outfitters

Mr.O

Eric Olson
Lake Diefenbaker
Saskatchewan, Canada

Mr. K Mr.D

Eric Olson
Box 23
Havre, MT 59501

Booking 406-395-4515
Residence 406-265-4437
Camp 306-773-7877

Rner VALLEY
STORAGE

416 North Valley « New Ulm
Weekly * Monthly
Annually

Gary Grosam
507-354-6033




DESIGN &¥x

Building Materials - ldea Showroom

Lumber + Hardware * Doors * Windows
Carpet & Flooring * Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Professional Installation « Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings * Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West 233'8440 New Ulm

New Ulm Steel

& Recycling

Walt & Bev Luneburg, Owners
218 19th South « New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-2555
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Electricity is our business...
our ONLY business!

507-794-7768  Sleepy Eye

BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE
* Custom Home Systems * Antenna Systems
* Surround Sound » Wiring and Hookings
Glen Rasmussen
Office 354-5961 « Home 354-8748

Rod'’s Painting
Service

Interior « Exterior Finishing
Rod Mueller

354-5513

Retzlaff

Marine & Tackle

Johnson Qutboards * Lund Boats
Spartan Trailers
Yamaha Outboard Motors
Newest in Fishing Tackle

Downtown New Ulm

GroundZEllo
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PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE

Puhlmann
Lumber and Design

301 First South Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

= | 507-354-4914

FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping ¢ Lot Striping
Snow Plowing * Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings ¢ Skid Load Work
Traction Control » Catch Basin Cieaning

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street * New Ulm, MN 56073
Res. 507-359-5791
Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

Steve Holm
Sales Representative
August Schell Brewing Co.
1860 Schell Rd. * PO Box 128
New Ulm, MN 56073

3
3
> 507-354-5528
800-770-5020 » Fax: 507-359-9119

Cell: 507-276-3605 * Home: 507-358-2368
www.schelisbrewery.com
“Your local Beer Guy”

www.grainbelt.com
Emaii: shoim@schelisbrewery.com

~EMBROIDERY ~AD SPECIALTIES
~8CREEN PRINTING
~SIGHS

507-354-6009
800-584-9457
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