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C l u b  C a l e n d a r
Nov 30th………......................……….Meeting at the Clubhouse 7:30pm
Dec 14th ……......…......…………Social Night at the Clubhouse 6:30pm
Dec.28th ……........................…………Meeting at the Clubhouse 7:30pm
Jan 11th ……….....................…….Social Night at the Clubhouse 6:30pm
Jan 25th ………...........................……..Meeting at the Clubhouse 7:30pm 

By Ross Nelson

This will be our 20th Annual Ice Fishing
Contest and as we all know it’s the largest
fundraiser for the club each year. If every
member sells one book of tickets we could
have a record year and use that money for
many worthwhile projects.

As in years past Eric Olson is donating a
summer Canadian fishing trip for 2 to his
camp by Lake Diefenbaker,
Saskatchewan. The club is giving away an
ice auger, a Frabill portable fish house and
5-$50 savings bonds plus much more.
Frabills new model for the year is called
the “Glide Trax”. They call it innovative
and they are correct, it’s a beauty. Check it
out on their web site

www.frabill.com.
Thanks again this year, as every year, to

Eric Olson for his donation, also to
Running’s  and Frabill for the great deals
they gave us for the contest. Tickets will
be available at the next meeting, or contact
Ross Nelson (354-8458) if you can’t make
the meeting. Let’s make sure we go out
and SELL! SELL! SELL!

2007 
Ice Fishing

Contest 
Contest date February 11th

LIQUID ASSETS 
By Bruce Johnson, Minnesota Waters’ Executive Director

We’ve seen the polls—Americans sup-
port clean water. As many as 95% say a
healthy environment is important.  Focus
groups tell us one of the first things folks
say they like about Minnesota is the water.
Lakes and streams refresh us, offer soli-
tude and create lifetime memories.

Those values are a prominent feature in
Minnesota’s economic portfolio.  Tourism
is a $9.2 billion industry—greater than
agriculture.  Anglers spend $1 billion in
Minnesota each year—$350 million more
than annual sales at Mall of America.
Lakeshore property values rise and fall
with the health of the lake.  There’s one
boat for every five Minnesotans.  

These facts are well known within our
state agencies and in the State Legislature.
Yet, although only a fraction of our lakes
and streams have been tested for meeting
water quality standards,  over 2000 lakes
and stream segments are listed as
“impaired” (polluted and therefore of lim-
ited use).  How is it we’ve lost 60% of our
wetlands—one of the primary filters of our
lakes and streams?  How did we let 35% of
Minnesota’s primary recreational lakes
become infested with aquatic invasive
species, such as Eurasian watermilfoil,
Curlyleaf pondweed, and zebra mussels?
Why have state expenditures on the envi-
ronment dropped 50% to a mere 1% of its
budget over the last few years?  

Public surveys show that many of us
aren’t worried about environmental issues
because we think it’s being taken care of.
Laws have been passed, government agen-
cies created, money spent…someone’s

doing something about it, right?  
Wrong.  For a variety of reasons, many

of the laws passed are not enforced or only
partially so.  In too many places variances
from the rules are the norm, not the excep-
tion.  Some of rules are outdated.  Most are
under funded.  Some are mired in compla-
cency, controlled by a bureaucracy that is
rewarded for defending the status quo
rather than innovation.  

Those whose business it is to manage our
communities are plenty worried about our
liquid assets.  The League of Minnesota
Cities 2006 “State of the Cities” Report
states::

Where and how growth will
occur in the decades to come will
be determined by decisions made
today about how Minnesota’s
public policies address the need
for clean water. 

Passing a law or creating an institution to
clean up and protect our waterways is
merely a milestone on the journey to clean
water, not the end.  For the same reason,
we don’t drop our kids off at school or
church and drive away thinking “someone
else is taking care of it.”  We do everything
we can to make sure they are sheltered, fed
and clothed so they can do their best.  We
remain diligent about doing their home-
work and set them back on course when
they make poor choices.  

So, too, must we remain diligent.
Managing a community asset is complex
and challenging, and our liquid assets are
no exception.  Our communities are not
getting adequate resources to manage a
critical piece of their infrastructure—the
lakes, streams and the lands that surround
them (watersheds).  Even if they were, it’s
up to us to make sure those resources are
spent wisely in implementing programs
and enforcing regulations that improve
what’s been damaged and preserve what’s
in good shape.  That’s our responsibility—
yours and mine—not someone else’s.

Don’t wait for a river to catch fire or a
lake to become biologically dead to act.

Continued on page three              

            



The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport
Fishermen. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are
solely those of respective writers and not to be construed as
the opinion of the NUASF or its members. Send all correspon-
dence and submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen,
P.O. Box 294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Scott Sparlin (359-2346); Vice-President -
Jerry Carlson (354-8869); Secretary - Ross Nelson
(354-8458) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Jim Huelke (354-3654), Dave
Mecklenburg (794-7859), Ken Sutherland (354-
4140). 

General Trading
Company

• Automotive
• Industrial
• Agricultural

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-3145

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street New Ulm, MN 56073
Office 800-289-6428 • Cell 507-381-2041
Licensed, bonded and insured.  MPCA LIC. #2535

FARM & FLEET 
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm      359-2988

Offering Superior Auto Body Repairs,
Spray-in bedliners, and Full Service

Mechanical Shop

809 - 20th North, New Ulm   
507-233-4470

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation – 

Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax  507-354-7544

New Ulm, MN 56073           Res. 507-354-7864

From the President. . .
By Scott Sparlin

Our tickets for our annual ice fishing contest will be available at this next meeting so
make sure to attend in person and pick them up.  This of course is our biggest fund
raiser of the year and advance ticket sales are critical to the success of the event in
February.  Prizes are set and the phenomenal prize coordinating team of Dave
Mecklenburg and Chuck Zangl has once again been enthusiastically approved by the
membership.  So collecting prizes will be a challenge as always and members are
encouraged to contact NUASF board member Dave (contact is listed in the Hook Line
and Sinker) for the plan to canvass the area for potential prizes for us.  If you have
prizes personally or are willing to go out to collect be sure to let them know the deal.
In talking with Al Zwach, Frabill Co. and others have already been very generous in
their support of us in the past and have done so once again in a big way.  He stated to
me that they are very aware of the good works the club is involved with and want to
see it continue down the road for many years.  We also thank NUASF member Eric
Olson, Havre Montana for his continued generous support of our efforts in offering our
grand prize to entrants.  So let’s make this year the biggest and best of all of our con-
tests and bring on the cold weather after about the 15th of December or so (should be
done selling Christmas trees by then), maybe it will even take care of those pesky
Asian beetles.

It appears our riverbank clean up (first one in three years) was a success along with
the club grounds maintenance.  Only three small pickup loads of garbage were found
from our stretch of the river along with the Eckstein landing area.  This is a true testa-
ment to changing attitudes towards the river which is in stark contrast to the early and
mid 1990’s when we would find complete house remodeling project garbage to water
heaters, cars, gallons and barrels of used oil, tires beyond belief, stoves, refrigerators,
yard waste and a whole host of other interesting items including the kitchen sink and
deer carcasses.  Our club can be proud of the progress made in this area along with our
past partners at 3M RRAT’s.  We thank them for their support of this year’s event and
the club thanks the many volunteers that helped at this year’s event at both the river
and at the club grounds.

I wanted to talk you briefly about the new Regional River History and Information
Center located at the old Franklin School that is presently in the development phase.
Prior to Riverblast I was approached by outdoor natural resources explorer and photog-
raphy icon Ron Bolduan, who recently coordinated the photo and art contest at this
year’s Riverblast, (which by the way was real good if you didn’t see it).  Well, it turns
out that Ron shares recognition of the great potential for the center as much as I and
many others do.  Ron has expressed a keen interest in becoming a key point person for
the collection and dissemination of articles and artifacts to be displayed at the building,
as well as being an interpreter and spokesperson.  He envisions delivering his fantastic
programs at the center as a way to expose the general public, including tourists, to the
entire place as a unique and fun experience.  I certainly share his vision and will also
be utilizing the building to give my musical environmental program that I have been
presenting all over the watershed in schools and at meetings for the past 17 years.
Together we hope to deliver a great one two punch for the natural resources of the
region, with a strong water quality message for any age group.  I am excited at the
opportunity to engage Ron and welcome his incredible talents to the entire effort that
will be on-going down at Riverside Park in New Ulm.  Assets in a community should
not be gauged by only those things we can touch and possess, but more so by the peo-
ple that frequent our lives in and around there.  See you at the next meeting.            
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Steve Suess
Masonry

Block and Concrete Work Since 1977
631 South Front                 507--354-7234
New Ulm, MN 56073     Cell 507-276-3822

Free Estimates

“Your Fun Is Our Business”



Hunting & Fishing Outfitters

Booking 406-395-4515                                                                  Eric Olson
Residence 406-265-4437                                                                    Box 23
Camp 306-773-7877                                                             Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D

Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

RRiivveerr  VVaalllleeyy
SSttoorraaggee  

416 North Valley • New Ulm
Weekly • Monthly

Annually
Gary Grosam

507-354-6033

SCVL SOUTH CENTRAL
VACUUM LOCATING

Professional Hydro-Vacuum Services
Specializing in locating utilities and cleaning: 

Road Culverts • Storm Drains • Lift Stations • Manholes
• Grain Pits • Conveyor Chutes • Motor Valve Boxes •

Car & Truck Wash Pits

Jason Kuester Res: 507-359-5791
56554 - 446th Street      Office: 507-354-3973
New Ulm, MN 56073       Cell: 507-381-2041

WWiittttee  FFlloooorr  CCoovveerriinngg  
Residential • Commercial
Guaranteed Installation

GGeennee  WWiittttee
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073

550077--335544--44883333

SSSSLL  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee  CCeenntteerr
New Ulm’s complete

service station.
626 North Minnesota Street, 

New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-2619Page 3

GGaarryy  SSpprreennggeerr
CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

River Clean Up 

Club members gathered at Riverside Park on Oct 21st to walk up and down the
banks of the Minnesota River to pick up what ever shouldn’t be there. It’s been 3
years since we have done this project and it was rewarding to find much less to pick-
up then you would expect. Three pickup loads were taken to Waste Management,
about 10 tires and a bunch of wood pallets were also collected.
It would be great to think that what our club has done in its words and actions, may
have had a hand in the way people are treating the river. 

Cottonwood River Land Purchase  
Over the last several months we have been reporting updates about the section of
land owned by the county on the Cottonwood River by Cty Rd 10. The county has
been considering selling the piece to private ownership. County commissioners voted
3-2 at their last meeting to sell the land to the DNR. It’s a wise decision made for all
the currant residents and future generations of Brown County. The purchase will
allow all of us the ability to enjoy its natural beauty forever.  

Meeting Notes 
The club made a donation of $250 to the High Island Lake restoration project and
also pledged $500 for the construction of a new pier at Mound Creek County Park.

The Sleepy Eye Sportsmen Club is sponsoring a trip to the yearly ice fishing seminar
in the Twin Cities at River Center. The Bus leaves Runnings parking lot Dec. 3rd at
8:30 a.m. and returns at 5:00 p.m. Cost is $21.00, which includes the bus trip and
seminar ticket.

Please remember our newsletter is available via email. Anyone receiving their letter
by mail may wish to consider switching to email to save the club the expense of
postage and printing. Get your info to Mike Studtmann or Ross Nelson; there is also
a form in each month’s newsletter.

Membership update as of Oct 26th - 152 members. Joel Albrecht still leads the mem-
bership drive with 5 new members sighed.   

LIQUID ASSETS from page one
Regularly attend your local plan commission meetings, city council, water planning
and/or watershed district board of managers meetings—even when the wetland in your
backyard isn’t on the agenda.  Read your community’s long range plans and ask
whether or not they’re actually being implemented.  Too big a task?  Ask your friends
and neighbors to share the load.

That cars heading out of the city on Friday afternoon aren’t rushing to parking lots.
More and more Minnesotans realize that managing our shared assets means commit-
ment to Minnesota’s waters. 
Bruce Johnson has been Minnesota Waters’ executive director since January 2006 and its interim director
since 2005.  During his six-year tenure directing the Rivers Council of Minnesota, he helped win the
Initiative Foundation’s 2004 Outstanding Nonprofit Organization Award.  Bruce and his family live in
Sartell, where he serves as a member of the Park Commission and the Youth Board of Salem Lutheran
Church.  For more information: www. Minnesotawaters.org.
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PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE 

FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping • Lot Striping
Snow Plowing • Construction Clean-up

Traffic Markings • Skid Load Work
Traction Control • Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street • New Ulm, MN 56073

Res. 507-359-5791
Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE
• Custom Home Systems • Antenna Systems
• Surround Sound • Wiring and Hookings

Glen Rasmussen
Office 354-5961 • Home 354-8748

Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Walt & Bev Luneburg, Owners
218 19th South • New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-2555

Rod’s Painting
Service 

Interior • Exterior Finishing
Rod Mueller

354-5513

301 First South Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4914

Zinniel Electric
Electricity is our business...

our ONLY business!
507-794-7768       Sleepy Eye

Retzlaff
Marine & Tackle 

Johnson Outboards • Lund Boats
Spartan Trailers

Yamaha Outboard Motors
Newest in Fishing Tackle

Downtown New Ulm

“Your local Beer Guy”

Puhlmann
Lumber and Design

New Ulm Steel
& Recycling

                      


