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NUASF MEMBERSHIP

Membership isn’t rising

By Ross Nelson
We're dready into May, water and
air temperatures are rising and good
fishing can’'t be far behind What
doesn’t seem to berising is our mem-
bership. Currently we're at 163 mem-

Marti’s Landing

At our last couple of meetings
we've had a report from Jeff Nielsen
regarding some land located by the
Cottonwood River on County Hwy
10, better know as Marti’s Landing.
The county currently owns the land,
but they are considering selling it to
highest biding private owners. The
DNR
isin the process of doing an appraisal
of the land or will be very shortly.

At our meeting in February we
made a club resolution requesting the
county keep the land in public (coun-
ty or state) ownership, and sent it to
the count board. Several other organi-
zations apparently have done the
same thing. If you have an opportuni-

bers (18 due) but we've only signed
up 3 new members since we started
our new membership drive in January.

Remember that Eric Olson has
donated a 4-day pheasant hunting trip
for 2 people to the member who

Report

ty, talk to your county commissioners
and urge them to vote in favor of
keeping this pristine section of the
Cottonwood River available for al to
enjoy.

Kids’ Fishing Contest

WEe'll be sponsoring another “Kids
Fishing Contest” this year July 19th
at Riverside Park. Ken Sutherland
will again head the event and I'm
sure he would appreciate getting a
head start on gathering prizes and
give away items. In years past we've
sometimes had over 100 kids partici-
pate. It's always great fun for the kids
and us.

enrolls the most new members.
New members have always been
our lifeblood. Providing new ideas,
skills and valuable manpower our
organization can use in many ways.

Commentary

By Scott Sparlin

| would like you all to consider
fishing regulations as we know them
and do some introspective thinking on
the future of our outdoor sport. When
you are done | would like you all to
form an opinion not just on my ram-
blings, but on what | hope will spark
you into researching related areas and
discussions with others.

Let me start off by saying that |
believe that DNR Fisheriesis doing a
great job given the tools and some of
the people they have to work with
and mostly for (ya that would be you
and me). Could there be improve-
ments? You bet and | will throw my

Continued on page 3
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May 25th

June 29th
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Social/Club History Night at the Club House 6:30 p.m.
Meeting at the Club House 7:30 p.m.
Social/Club History Night at the Club House 6:30 p.m.
Meeting at the Club House 7:30 p.m.
20 Year Celebration at Turner Hall
Kids Fishing Contest at Riverside Park

May 11th ...

Junesgth ...

July gth ...
duly 29t
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FARM & FLEET

FARM « HARDWARE ¢ AUTO « TOOLS
LAWN & GARDEN ¢ PAINT « CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm 359-2988
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COLLISION & TIRE CENTER

Offering Superior Auto Body Repairs,
Spray-in bedliners, and Full Service
Mechanical Shop

809 - 20th North, New Ulm
507-233-4470

Hoffman Construction

Gravel — Excavation —
Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway « New Ulm

507-359-4444

ESteveSuessj
Bl Masonry N

Block and Concrete Work Since 1977

631 South Front 507--354-7234

New Ulm, MN 56073  Cell 507-276-3822
Free Estimates

Mary's SpOI‘t Center

e
Hwy. 14W New Ulm 354-8889
"Your Fun Is Our Business”

e

’APPL]ANCE
REPAIR, INC.

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

From the President.

Extended spring flooding this year will no doubt increase the chances for big
catfish and walleye migration in the Minnesota River. It also bodes well for a
good hatch of young northern and walleye upstream. So many of the areas that
used to be farmed are grassy areas now water covered during this critical peri-
od enabling fish to use them for spawning areas. Not to mention many tribu-
taries have alot of water in them right now which is arecipe for a great spawn.
I guess like anything time will tell the story.

Big flathead cats will be caught up and down the river downstream from
Granite Falls; there are no flatheads above there because of the dam. One of
the reasons you don't see alot of bullheads in the river around New Ulm is
because of the large flathead population we enjoy. Bullheads are areal taste
treat for flatheads who eat them every chance they get. My apologies to
Franklin, but | have seen and heard of many more and larger flatheads that
have been caught in the New Ulm area of the Minnesota than there. | have
never heard of any fish coming from Franklin over 55 Ibs. and | know of sever-
a every year that get caught around here. It is actually pretty common place
for flatheads in the 40 plus |b. range to be caught in our area. | suppose
because of the marketing of the catfish derby days they get their time in the
sun, and rightfully so. Let’s hope the new regulations will protect these trophy
fish for yearsto come. It wasn’'t many years ago that those big beauties just
got butchered up and smoked. They have really become a sought after game
fish in recent years and that is withessed by out state anglers that frequent the
New Ulm arearegularly who go virtually unnoticed by most locals.

Asfar aswalleyes go | am hoping the shad population will have cut us alit-
tle break and will be down from last year. | think that really put a damper on
winter fishing in the river, along with the warm winter runoff that was in the
river for the most part of the season. They (the walleye) should be fattened up
and hungry.

All of the other speciesin the river will be in good numbers this year as well
and ready for some great angling. Sheephead and suckersin May are particu-
larly active and really make for some good fun. All you need for them isa
small hook and angleworms or a kernel of corn. Look for sandy and rocky
areas that’s where they typically hang out and by the way remember if you find
the sheephead the walleye are not usually too far behind.

Don't forget about socia night the second Thursday of the month. Right
now we will be working on our program for our 20 year celebration in July
during socia night. If you have any stories from our past that you think should
be included or anecdotes on the club, don’t hesitate to bring them up.

This next meeting will be a chance to share true fish stories from your
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Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere arestroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street New Ulm, MN 56073
Office 800-289-6428 » Cell 507-381-2041
Licensed, bonded and insured. MPCA LIC. #2535

Company

The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport
Fishermen. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are
solely those of respective writers and not to be construed as
the opinion of the NUASF or its members. Send all correspon-
dence and submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen,
P.O. Box 294, New UIm, MN 56073.
The NUASF Board
President - Scott Sparlin (359-2346); Vice-President -

426 North Minnesota Street Jerry Carlson (354-8869); Secretary - Ross Nelson
(354-8458) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board

New Ulm7 MN 56073 Members: Jim Huelke (354-3654), Dave
507-354-3145 z/lle“colslenburg (794-7859), Ken Sutherland (354-
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From the President Continued from page 2

opening day or May fishing outing experiences. | look forward to harrowing
tales of grandiose proportions on the ones that got away and those that were
actually seen and never caught.

We also have important business to cover as aways, so bring afriend and
introduce them to the club. You will be rewarded for doing so by enjoying a
free refreshment of your choice upon arrival. The membership drive is off
and running with a wide open field and a great prize for the member who
signs up the most new members over the course of this next year. Remember
we need your input at every meeting to ensure that we have examined all
sides of the issues and all angles of the decisions to be made that are so
important to the on-going work of our organization. The grill will be going
and we'll be waitin’ for ‘ya.

Commentary Continued from Page 1

unscientific two cents for what it's worth into the mix at the risk of sounding
simplistic and layman in my comments, which by the way often brings us
full circle in our various approaches to dealing with the everyday challenges
of thisworld.

Having said that here goes and please keep an open mind; | know slot lim-
its work to a degree, but | think they intimidate the passive angler, the elderly
angler, the potential new angler, the female angler and the youth angler. At
best to a seasoned angler, it is a nuisance that they put up with for the hope
of better fishing in the future. Fine, so what could possibly be used to
accomplish a sustainable quality fish population in stead of measuring fish
all the time and throwing back fish that will potentially die because of poor
handling and stress?

Allow me afew observations. Ask yourself when do the bulk of the people
who fish 2-5 times a year go fishing? Answer, opening weekend until about
the middle of June and maybe once in the winter (MN Department of
Tourism has numbers and surveys have confirmed). The time of the year |
hear most people talk of catching alimit of walleye isin that time frame,
especially those who only go a couple times ayear. SO having said that why
not try I|m|t|ng fish taketo 3 WaIIeye of any size and 3 in possession. Then
after July 1t go to 6 in possession until February to appease the resort own-
ers. That way someone from out of state could go home with 6 walleye of
any size after July 18t When you catch alimit of walleye, the average
angler typicaly qwtsﬂshing, so mortality is not the issue it is with slot lim-
its. | think it is at the least worth a try on some lakes to let it play out and
compare the results with dot limits. After reading all the confusing and
lengthy regulations | am convinced we are on the wrong path. Fishing
shouldn’'t be as confusing as it is for many or intimidating to anyone. No
one should be afraid of not reading and understanding regulations for fear of
the conservation officer giving them aticket for not getting it. | think it's
time to get back to the KISS factor for managing the general public’'s fishing
habits.
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18248 225th St
flew Ulm, MA 56073
507 359-2850

GARY SPRENGER
CONSTRUCTION

nght Carpentry * Drywall Taping & Texturing
Specidizing in Drywall Repair
Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 « Phone 507-359-9358

sm SOUTH CENTRAL
VACUUNM LOCATING
Professional Hydro-Vacuum Services
Specializing in locating utilities and cleaning:
Road Culverts ¢ Storm Drains e Lift Stations * Manholes|

¢ Grain Pits * Conveyor Chutes * Motor Valve Boxes ¢
Car & Truck Wash Pits

Res: 507-359-5791
Office: 507-354-3973
Cell: 507-381-2041

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street
New Ulm, NMIN 56073

Wirte FLoor COVERING

Residential « Commercial
Guaranteed I nstallation
GENE WITTE
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354~4833

SSL Aufo Service Cemter

New Ulm’s complete
service station.
626 North Minnesota Street,
New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-2619

Hunting & Fishing Outfitters

Mr. O

Eric Olson
L ake Diefenbaker
Saskatchewan, Canada

Mr. K Mr. D

Booking 406-395-4515
Residence 406-265-4437
Camp 306-773-7877

Eric Olson
Box 23
Havre, MT 59501

Rer VALLEY
STORAGE

416 North Valley « New Ulm
Weekly « Monthly

Annually

Gary Grosam
507-354-6033




New Ulm Steel

MANDERFELD'S
HOME

DESIGN &\x

Building Materials - ldea Showroom

& Recycling

Walt & Bev Luneburg, Owners
218 19th South « New Ulm, MN 56073

Electricity is our business...
our ONLY business!

Lumber ¢ Hardware * Doors « Windows
Carpet & Flooring * Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry
Professional Installation « Gas Fireplaces

Pole Buildings « Paint & Decorating
Hwy 14 west 233-8440  New um 507-354-2555 507-794-7768 Sleepy Eye
TN ti Retzlaff
Rod’s Paintin .
. g Marine & Tackle
‘ Service Johnson Outboards « Lund Boats
BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE Interior « Exterior Finishing Spartan Trailers
« Custom Home %/gerrls.o Antenna glg:erns Rod Mueller Yamaha Outboard Motors
* Qurround Sound « Wiring and Hookings 3 3 Newest in Fishing Tackle
Glen Rasmussen 54-551
Office 354-5961 » Home 354-8748 Downtown New Ulm
Puhlmann
Lumber and Design

GroundZERO

301 First South Street
New UIm, MN 56073

PARKING LOT 507-354-4914

MAINTENANCE
FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping ¢ Lot Striping

Steve Holm
Sales Representative

Snow Plowing ¢ Construction Clean-up
Traffic Markings ¢ Skid Load Work
Traction Control » Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street « New Ulm, MN 56073

Res. 507-359-5791

Office 507-354-3973

Cell 507-381-2041

August Schell Brewing Co.
1860 Schell Rd. ¢« PO Box 128
New Uim, MN 56073

www.schellsbrewery.com

507-354-5528
www.grainbelt.com

800-770-5020 * Fax: 507-359-9119
Email: sholm@schellsbrewery.com @

507-354-6009

800-584-9457 Toll Free
1610 South Broadway New Ulm, MN 56073

Cell: 507-276-3605 * Home: 507-359-2368
“Your local Beer Guy”
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