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C l u b  C a l e n d a r
.

June 21st …………………………………Camp Courage-Studtmanns Pond 9:30 a.m.
June 29th ………………………..………………Meeting at the Club House 7:30 p.m.
July 8th ………………….………………20 Year Celebration at Turner Hall 4:30 p.m.
July 13th ……………………… Social/Sign Fix up Night at the Club House 4:30 p.m.
July 19th ………………………………………Kids Fishing Contest at Riverside Park
July 27th ……………………………..………….Meeting at the Club House 7:30 p.m.

By Ross Nelson
This will be the last newsletter before our 20-year Anniversary

Celebration: “Since 1986 –A Legacy of Dreams and Actions
Committed  to Improve Fishing in the New Ulm Area”.

I think the theme perfectly states what we’ve tried to accom-
plish over the last 20 years.

Come one, come all, it should be one great time!!!

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

NUASF 20 year
Anniversay

““SSiinnccee  11998866  ––  AA  lleeggaaccyy  ooff  DDrreeaammss  aanndd  
AAccttiioonnss  CCoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  IImmpprroovvee  FFiisshhiinngg  

iinn  tthhee  NNeeww  UUllmm  AArreeaa””
SSaattuurrddaayy,,  JJuullyy  88,,  22000066
Turner Hall, New Ulm

44::3300  pp..mm..
Doors Open - Social Hour

55::3300  pp..mm..
Program

66::3300  pp..mm..
Meal + (Free beer & pop all evening.)

77::3300  pp..mm..
Entertainment–Murphy Brothers Band

CCoosstt
$25 per couple / $15 per person

NEWS AND COMMENT

Mercury – How does 
it get into fish?

By Scott Sparlin

I have been asked this question numerous times and I thought
I would write to help clarify the process of how this potentially
harmful element gets into fish tissue.  

It starts with emissions from both natural and mostly artificial
sources such as coal fired power plants.  The mercury washes
out of the air with rain and hits both land and water.  That is
important to remember, land is also a big part of the equation.
Because of these emissions over the past 100 years, the first 4
inches or so of our topsoil contains higher amounts of the 
element and can accumulate over time until a substantial rain
event happens that allows transport to a body of surface water.

In the mud of lakes, rivers and wetlands live bacteria that
convert about 10 percent of this mercury into an organic 
compound called methylmercury.  This compound is readily
absorbed by the digestive systems of animals and people.

Microscopic animals in the water ingest the methylmercury
as they feed on algae and bacteria.  These tiny creatures are
eaten by small fish, which are eaten by progressively larger fish
and on up the aquatic food chain.  At each level, the concentra-
tion of the compound in the flesh of fish increases threefold or
more in a process called “biomagnificaiton.”

As a result, the highest concentrations of methylmercury are
found in large predator fish such as northern pike, walleye and
bass.  Eating these fish gives a much higher exposure to mercu-
ry than eating small, young predators or pan fish such as blue

continued on page 3

                                                            



The Hook Line and Sinker is published monthly by joyce
reese graphic design for the New Ulm Area Sport
Fishermen. The opinions expressed in this newsletter are
solely those of respective writers and not to be construed as
the opinion of the NUASF or its members. Send all correspon-
dence and submissions to New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen,
P.O. Box 294, New Ulm, MN 56073.

The NUASF Board
President - Scott Sparlin (359-2346); Vice-President -
Jerry Carlson (354-8869); Secretary - Ross Nelson
(354-8458) Treasurer - Tony Miller (354-2457); Board
Members: Jim Huelke (354-3654), Dave
Mecklenburg (794-7859), Ken Sutherland (354-
4140). 

General Trading
Company

• Automotive
• Industrial
• Agricultural

426 North Minnesota Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-3145

Portable restrooms for job sites, festivals, parks,
street dances, cabins or anywhere a restroom is
needed. We also offer hand wash stations with
fresh water, soap and paper towels.

The cleanest restrooms in the business.

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street New Ulm, MN 56073
Office 800-289-6428 • Cell 507-381-2041
Licensed, bonded and insured.  MPCA LIC. #2535

FARM & FLEET 
FARM • HARDWARE • AUTO • TOOLS

LAWN & GARDEN • PAINT • CLOTHING
1615 North State, New Ulm      359-2988

Offering Superior Auto Body Repairs,
Spray-in bedliners, and Full Service

Mechanical Shop

809 - 20th North, New Ulm   
507-233-4470

Hoffman Construction
Gravel – Excavation – 

Dozer Work
2231 South Broadway • New Ulm

507-359-4444

Commercial and Residential Appliances
Refrigeration and Cooling

Jesse Kral Cell 507-276-6797
622 North Jefferson Fax  507-354-7544

New Ulm, MN 56073           Res. 507-354-7864

From the President. . .
Don’t forget that Wednesday June 21st is the day of Camp Courage’s fishing outing

to Studtmann’s Pond in Courtland.  The big change is from an afternoon outing that we
have had in the past, to 9:30 A.M.  This is being done so that some campers who have
not been able to go before can go now.  It was also suggested by the coordinators that
temperatures might be cooler in the morning.  I know this eliminates many who have
to work but for those of you that are able for whatever reason I would encourage you
to participate.  Please contact me at 507 359 2346 and leave a message if you are plan-
ning to attend.

I have received quite a bit of feedback on my editorial in the last newsletter.  If you
have not had a chance to read it, please do and let me know your feelings on the sub-
ject.  I am considering putting it on the agenda for greater discussion so don’t be sur-
prised if it comes up.  So far most of the feedback has been in support of my observa-
tions and recommendations for changes.  If you think otherwise or didn’t get a chance
to read it, it is posted on our web site.  

I have been fishing several times out on the Minnesota River and have had good fish-
ing each time out.  There are a lot of white bass in the river of all sizes that are surfac-
ing near the shoreline no doubt feeding on mayflies.  I have caught some decent size
carp that always remind me of how feisty and fun they are to grapple with.  The
Freshwater Drum and Suckers of several varieties are also active along with a ton of
Channel Catfish under 3 lbs.  I got a couple Walleye and one Sauger upstream of New
Ulm this past week and a Sturgeon around 3 lbs.  It doesn’t seem to matter if you are
using crawlers or minnows the bite is non-stop if you are in the right places with the
right tackle.  The river levels are perfect and there is little in the way of floaters, but
you should always be looking.  If you go, prepare to catch a lot of fish and bring a net
or you’ll be changing hooks a lot.  If you have never fished the rivers here you are
missing out.  It’s not that complicated and boat travel is never an issue if you take your
time.  The black flies and gnats are out so I would bring bug spray and wear long pants
if you can stand it.  Pure vanilla extract will definitely work for the gnats.  A cigar is
disgusting to some but is also effective in keeping bugs and everyone else away.

Our June meeting will be a good one, so don’t forget to bring a friend or someone
you know who might be a good addition to our organization.  If you do, we will treat
you and that person to a free beverage of your choosing on us.  See you at the next
meeting.  

Steve Suess
Masonry

Block and Concrete Work Since 1977
631 South Front                 507--354-7234
New Ulm, MN 56073     Cell 507-276-3822

Free Estimates

“Your Fun Is Our Business”
Newsletter by e-mail form

Yes, I would like to receive my newsletter by e-mail.

Name_______________________________________________

e-mail address________________________________________

Fill out this form today and return it toRoss Nelson.

                             



Hunting & Fishing Outfitters

Booking 406-395-4515                                                                  Eric Olson
Residence 406-265-4437                                                                    Box 23
Camp 306-773-7877                                                             Havre, MT 59501

Mr. K         Mr. O  Mr. D

Eric Olson 
Lake Diefenbaker

Saskatchewan, Canada

RRiivveerr  VVaalllleeyy
SSttoorraaggee  

416 North Valley • New Ulm
Weekly • Monthly

Annually
Gary Grosam

507-354-6033

SCVL SOUTH CENTRAL
VACUUM LOCATING

Professional Hydro-Vacuum Services
Specializing in locating utilities and cleaning: 

Road Culverts • Storm Drains • Lift Stations • Manholes
• Grain Pits • Conveyor Chutes • Motor Valve Boxes •

Car & Truck Wash Pits

Jason Kuester Res: 507-359-5791
56554 - 446th Street      Office: 507-354-3973
New Ulm, MN 56073       Cell: 507-381-2041

WWiittttee  FFlloooorr  CCoovveerriinngg  
Residential • Commercial
Guaranteed Installation

GGeennee  WWiittttee
600 So. Washington, New Ulm, MN 56073

550077--335544--44883333

SSSSLL  AAuuttoo  SSeerrvviiccee  CCeenntteerr
New Ulm’s complete

service station.
626 North Minnesota Street, 

New Ulm, MN 56073
507-354-2619Page 3

GGaarryy  SSpprreennggeerr
CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn

Light Carpentry • Drywall Taping & Texturing 
Specializing in Drywall Repair

Gary Sprenger, Owner
New Ulm, MN 56073 • Phone 507-359-9358

Mercury Continued from page 1

gills or perch.  Consequently, you can eat small fish more often that large predators.
Since methylmercury is bound to the proteins in the flesh of the fish, there is no
method of cleaning or cooking the fish that can remove it that we know of at this
time.

Mercury levels in water and sediments are up to 4 times higher than 100 years ago.
One might expect fish contamination to be the same.  There is evidence that sulfate-
contaminated rain (acid rain) over the last century has increased methylmercury, so
that fish in some lakes were up to 10 times more contaminated than they were prior
to industrialization. 

At a time when renewable or unlimited energy sources of all shapes and sizes are
being genuinely explored for uses on mass scales, it’s advantageous for us to know
what the complete and applicable potential for improvement to our natural resources
are and how they apply to each of us.  If we take the lead, the rest of the world will
follow, consequently buying that better mousetrap idea from us making everyone
including the earth a winner.

Thank  You to the Nilson  Family
With our 20 year celebration coming up in July this may be a good time to

thank the Nilson family for allowing us to lease what is one of the best spots around.
Just reflect how lucky we are to have such a beautiful setting available for our meet-
ings and social events.

Keep our grounds beautiful
Keeping the grounds beautiful is important and we need help mowing the

lawn. Anyone that can spare some time it would be appreciated. Contact Scott or
Ross if you’re in need of a key to get into the grounds. Remember you can purchase
a key for a $1, it will get you into the grounds, sheds, and even into the fish houses
in the winter.

MN River History and Information Center
The MN River History and Information Center is also in need of some help.

Scott has been putting a lot of time cleaning and fixing and now is at a point were he
can use some hands painting. The center is located at Riverside Park in the old
Franklin School building. Plans are to have the center open for use when we hold
River Blast, contact Scott if you want to find out some time.

Thin Ice Signs
The thin ice signs were picked up on Clear Lake in early May, (we have

close to 80) and many of them were in very poor condition. They all need a paint
job, some need new screws, reflector signs, or wood replaced. We may not need to
make any new ones or very few. 

The Clean Lake aeration project has always been one of our pets. These
signs will have to be repaired before next year because the law requires them
aroundopen water. So, now is as good a time as any, July 13th around 4:30 has been
set for a “Fix Up Party” at the clubhouse. Mike Deinken is going to gather the sup-
plies we need to repair them. If you plan on helping please bring some tools; we’ll
probably need them. 
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1022 North Spring Street, • New Ulm, Minnesota 56073

PARKING LOT
MAINTENANCE 

FULLY INSURED

Lot Sweeping • Lot Striping
Snow Plowing • Construction Clean-up

Traffic Markings • Skid Load Work
Traction Control • Catch Basin Cleaning

Jason Kuester
56554 - 446th Street • New Ulm, MN 56073

Res. 507-359-5791
Office 507-354-3973
Cell 507-381-2041

BRING MUSIC TO YOUR LIFE
• Custom Home Systems • Antenna Systems
• Surround Sound • Wiring and Hookings

Glen Rasmussen
Office 354-5961 • Home 354-8748

Lumber • Hardware • Doors • Windows
Carpet & Flooring • Kitchen & Bath Cabinetry

Professional Installation • Gas Fireplaces
Pole Buildings • Paint & Decorating

Hwy 14 West   233-8440  New Ulm

Walt & Bev Luneburg, Owners
218 19th South • New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-2555

Rod’s Painting
Service 

Interior • Exterior Finishing
Rod Mueller

354-5513

301 First South Street
New Ulm, MN 56073

507-354-4914

Zinniel Electric
Electricity is our business...

our ONLY business!
507-794-7768       Sleepy Eye

Retzlaff
Marine & Tackle 

Johnson Outboards • Lund Boats
Spartan Trailers

Yamaha Outboard Motors
Newest in Fishing Tackle

Downtown New Ulm

“Your local Beer Guy”

Puhlmann
Lumber and Design

New Ulm Steel
& Recycling

                      


