The Official Newsletter of The New Ul Anea Spont Fisbermen

FISHING
LICENSE
HOLDERS
DECLINE

The number of licensed anglers
fell slightly during 1993 according to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
(USFWS) compilation of certified li-
cense holders reported by states. Ex-
penditures for licenses, tags, and other
permits rose moderately last year. The
USFWS reported that 30.2 million an-
glers purchased licenses during 1993,
compared with 30.6 million in 1992.
Anglers bought more types of licenses, however. The total number of licenses, tags, permits and stamps bought by
anglers rose to 38.1 million in 1993 from 37.4 million in 1992. To make these purchases, anglers spent $412.1 million
in 1993, compared with $398.5 in 1992.

Over the past 10 years, the number of license holders nationally has increased only by about four percent.
However, many states have experienced relatively large losses or gains in license holders over the same period. For
example, increases in Alaska, Delaware, and North Carolina all exceeded 30 percent, while Florida, Maryland, New
Jersey, and Tennessee had increases of over 20 percent. On the other side of the ledger, North Dakota and Vermont
experienced losses of more than 20 percent over the past 10 years. License holder losses in California, Iowa, and
Nevada exceeded 10 percent during the last decade. Factors causing changes in license sales from year to year are not
clear. However, long term trends have been shown to be related to weather (drought or floods), perceived or actual
fish abundance, and population growth. Increases in license fees generally have been found to have a minor, short-
term effect on license sales.

License sales figures are compiled annually by the USFWS from certified information submitted by state fish
and wildlife agencies. State funding through the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Program, administered by the
USFWS, is apportioned in part by the number of paid fishing license holders in each state.
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NEWSLETTER ADS

It is that time of year again. All newsletter ads are due and payable in

ing Center January. We also have room for more ads. If you know of someone who
E 354-8561 might be interested in placing an ad with us, be sure to let me know about

them.

Retzlaff's
Marine & Tackle

Johnson Outboards-Lund Boats
Spartan Trailers-Newest in
Fishing Tackl

KNUJ 860 AM
WourFr:gnd:nssguzt’Irze’linnecah“ ICE FISHING CONTEST

Our annual ice fishing contest at Clear Lake has been scheduled for
February 5th, 1995. We will need your help to make this a successful event.
Details will be finalized at the December meeting.

REecycLING

354-2555 —
SPORT
MANDERFELD'S
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DESIGN
HOME CENTER

Send all correspondence and submissions
to: Mike Deinken, Editor

The Hook, Line, and Sinker is published 1022 N. Spring St.

Building Materials - Idea Showroom monthly by Chris Vorwerk and John

Vorwerk for the New Ulm Area Sports New Ulm, MN 56073
Fi .. . - NUASF Board

- ishermen. The opinions expressed in this Pr S Sparli 359.2346
newsletter are solely that of the respective Ves. """"""" COtLSpariin ........... 4:‘
writers and are not to be construed as the S P. /T """"""" m]c;ﬂsin """"" 22 9 gigg

. £ the NUASF or it bers. ec./Treas. ..... eDeinken ......... 359-

opruon of fae OF 1ts members Board Mem. ... Randy Griebel ........ 354-8461
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RAMBLINGS

Just the other day I crawled up into the attic to dig out my ice fishing
gear. What really surprised me, was that I had to make four trips to get it all
down. I can remember the day when it could be carried with one hand. All I
used to have was a cheap jug stick and a brown paper bag with a few hooks
and some split shot. Well the times have changed. It now takes two 5 gallon
pails to carry all my gear, plus a plastic sled for the bait bucket, ice auger,
lantern and ice spud. Usually my son goes with, so there is more gear to drag
onto the ice. The kid has almost as much tackle and equipment as I do. Idon’t
know why he needs so much stuff. Now, I don’t have a power auger some-
thing I could dearly use in my advanced years. I guess I should be thankful,
that would be a lot of extra weight to drag out. A portable depth finder,
something there would always be room for, is also missing from my arsenal.

I guess what I am trying to get around to here is how complicated the
simple sport of ice fishing has gotten. When you add a portable fish house
you can have quite an investment. Don’t get me wrong, I enjoy all these toys,
and the comfort with which I have when on the ice. Why do they have to be
so expensive? There are so many things I still need. There isn’t enough time
to enjoy it all either. Why is it that the things I enjoy are so expensive and
don’t fit my schedule? I think I’m losing it here, it has been too long since I
have been fishing. Is the ice thick enough yet?

ICE FISHING TRIP

The reservations have been made, we are going to Winnibigoshish.
We will be fishing out of Nodak’s Resort in Bena, which is on the south shore
of the lake. The trip will be made by motor coach, leaving New Ulm at 6:00
AM. on January 20th. We will return to New Ulm at approximately 6:00
PM. on January 22nd. This year the fish houses are not sleepers, and since
Winnie is not much for night fishing you won’t miss anything by not being
on the ice at night. We will by staying in modern cabins on shore. Basically it
will be the same type of arrangement as other years. The cabins sleep from 5
to 7 people, and you will need to bring your own food and refreshments.
Transportation will be available to take us to and from shore. This will be a
new and exciting experience for us. The jumbo perch bite is supposed to be
excellent again this year, with fish in the one pound or better category, ac-
cording to a local expert. We have room for only 26 people, so don’t wait too
long to sign up for this trip. Cost for this years ice fishing expedition will be
about $105. This includes fish houses, cabins and motor coach transporta-
tion. A $20 deposit is required to hold your spot on the trip. If you would like
more information or would like to sign up, come to the December 29th meet-
ing or call Mike Deinken at 359-9650.

American Family
Insurance

AutoHome+BusinesseHealthsLife
Rick Gusso 1106 S Broadway
359-2997

New Ulm

River Valley Storage
416 North Valley
Weekly « Monthly « Annually

Gary Grosam
507-354-6033

Runnings

OPEN WEEKNIGHTS AND SUNDAYS

New UM
359-2988

Hoffman Construction
Gravel « Excavation « Dozer Work

2232 S Broadway
359-4444

New Ulm
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Southside Pub

Noon Lunches « Happy Hour Specials

6 South Minnesota
New Ulm
354-6916

New Um Decoratfing
Residential-Commaercia
2 Fainfing-Wallcovering-Wooawork-Special Coatings
8 RRI1. Bax 50A .
B Now Um, MN 56073
Phone: G07) 359-2850

Km Oisor-Jeff Braulick

Norbs Lawn and
Farm Supply

Agco Parts « Small Engine
Repair « Agco Allis and Yard-
man Lawn Mowers
We Service What We Sell
2400 S Broadway * New Ulm
Business 354-7450
Home 359-4451

Witte Floor Covering
Residential-Commercial

Guaranteed Installation
Gene Witte 600 S Washington
354-4833 New Ulm
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CLEAR LAKE UPDATE

The seasons have changed. Winter is upon us, and the lake is starting
to freeze over. In fact, by the time you read this, a few brave souls will
probably have ventured onto the ice for some early ice angling. Before you
head out, be sure there is enough ice to safely support a person on foot. Just
because the ice is thick enough in one place, doesn’t always mean it is every-
where. Ice thickness can vary a great deal in even a short distance. With early
ice you should be checking often as you walk out. When you do go out, be
prepared. I always carry a pair of ice picks on a string, either in my coat
pocket or around my neck. A length of 1 inch poly rope can come in very
handy if someone should go through the ice, and 25 to 50 feet doesn’t take up
a lot of room. Even though Clear Lake is a fairly shallow lake, breaking
through in just a couple of feet of water is no fun. It may sound like a lot of
extra fooling around just to go fishing, but how much is your life worth?

It sounds like we should have some pretty good fishing this winter.
According to the latest test netting done at the lake, it is loaded. Unfortu-
nately, along with an abundance of game fish, the lake is also loaded with
baitfish. Walleye and sunfish populations are way above the state average.
We have a chance to experience some very good fishing this winter, but it is
going to take some work. They won’t be jumping out of the holes like a
couple of years ago, but I believe with a little experimenting, some nice fish
will be caught. Don’t forget, when the thin ice signs go up this winter, it is
now against the law to be inside the signs. One last thing, the big fish house
is no longer white. It has received a fresh coat of paint and is now a light

green.

14 == =5
Mie's CARSTAR.
CoLLisION & TIRE CENTER

MIKE GULDAN, OWNER
809 20TH NorTH « NEw ULM
354-6017



From The President

I hope all of you are enjoying the holidays and the cold (ice making)
weather. Clear Lake should provide some pretty good angling this winter.
The fish houses will be going out shortly so if you are called to help put them
out please respond by showing up, it can be a challenge sometimes.

As the new year approaches it’s always good to look back to the past
year and see where we’ve come from. I am proud to claim membership to a
group such as ours, that gives a great deal of time to the promotion of fishing
and fish habitat. The New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen City Wetland comes to
mind right away. Take a Kid Fishing was a very good event on the banks of
the Minnesota River this past year. And who can say enough about the time
and sweat that went into clearing (by hand) the weeds in front of the park at
Clear Lake. This all culminates in February when Hoffman Construction
(who gave us a really good deal) lays the sand blanket down at the two open
areas in front of the park. I also want to recognize the fund raising efforts for
the SCCMR by NUASF members who worked at the Blues Festival and at
the 4th Annual River Rally in Shakopee. Without these types of efforts our
ability to raise other funds from the likes of the McKnight Foundation and
others is out the window. This club is not all work and no play either, The Ice
fishing trip, the club picnic at Studtmann’s pond,and our outreach to other
communities. I also neglected to mention our Spring Riverbank clean-up,
what a huge success that was with the help of the 3M employees and the
Natione! Guard and the New Ulm Medical Clinic. As I look forward to 1995
I will do so with a great deal of satisfaction knowing the past accomplish-
ments of the many members that make up this fine organization , my “hat’s
off to all of you™.

SSL Auto Service Center
New Ulm's complete service station
Hwy 14 East and 15 North

354-2619

Joe's Camper Sales

Rental and Service
Live Bait and Tackle

105 S Broadway
354-8106

Od

Jutth
[WM:’ How Fowits
Rod's Painting

Service
Interior-Exterior Finishing
Rod Mueller
354-5513

Screen Printing

Signs for Buildings & Vehicles
Garment Lettering
Souvenir T-Shirts

Art & Design

BROADWAY PLAZA SOUTH
1610 SOUTH BROADWAY NEW ULM

354-6009

NEW ULM
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FT AHRENS

HEATING, INC.
227 South Broadway, New Uim, MN
BUSINESS 507-354-2217 HOME 507-354-2056

BRUCE HEUCHERT
President

HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING, METAL FABRICATION

We are proud to

support fishing

habitat in

McDona;d g  Southern

B. Minnesota

Ken & Char Fischer » Local Owners
New Uim - St. Peter
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