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IS THE ICE SAFE YET?

IfThad a nickel every time I heard
that question I’d be rich. Ice is never
safe! IfI had to pay a nickel every
time I used that answer I’d exactly
break even.

The question is a good one, how
do you tell if the ice is safe. The
answer is also correct. (No, it’s not
the bureaucratic numbo-jumbo non-
answer, it’s a fact).

Some will say ‘‘Kavanaugh, you
hypocrite, I saw you drive on Clear
Lake before Christmas!’’ Yeah, I
drove out there. But only after get-
ting reliable reports of 14 to 16
mches of ice.

They say that two inches of clear,
solid ice will generally support one
person on foot. Four inches of ice is
generally strong enough to support
ice fishing. Five inches for a snow-
mobile. Ten to twelve inches for a
car or small truck. These are merely
guidelines dependent on many vari-
ables.

We all take nisks, that’s part of life.
However, we generally have an un-
derstanding of the risk before we
take part in that activity.

Generally speaking, one foot of
new ice is much stronger than a foot
of old ice. Ice formed by melting
snow, refrozen ice or ice made by
water forced through cracks to the
surface and then freezing is not as
strong as that formed by direct freez-
ng.

Snow cover has a pronounced ef-
fect on the rate of ice formation and

stability. The snow insulates the ice,
slowing down the rate of formation.
The weight of the snow causes the
ice to sag, this pressure forces water
up onto the ice, creating slushy con-
ditions.

As the ice is forming it is con-
stantly changing its shape. This is
particularly true during extreme cold
or warm spells. The ice is expand-
ing and contracting. As it does it
exerts a great force on the shoreline
itself. The result of this movement is
the development of pressure ridges.
Most times the ice buckles up, some-
times it buckles down.

Pressure ridges are especially dan-
gerous and should be avoided. If
you have to cross one, get out of
your vehicle and test the ice with a
chisel and auger. If there is any
doubt, find another way around the
pressure ridge.

If you do go through you need to
get out as soon as possible! If you
are on foot, don’t panic (easier said
than done). Your heavy clothing,
especially a snowmobile suit, will
actually provide flotation. (Tryit, in
shallow water, in the suminer time).
To get out go back in the direction
that you came from, you know the
ice held you there before you went
in. At the edge, place your hands
and arms on the unbroken surface.
Work forward on the ice by kicking
your feet. (Wet ice is real slippery,
I carry two short lengths of broom
handle with two sharp nails doven

in the end to grab the ice). If the ice
breaks, work forward and try again.
Once on the ice, don’t stand, roll
away fromn the open water for some
distance. then get to someplace
warmn!!

If you are in a vehicle that goes
through you’ve got some bigger
problems. First and foremost is
getting out of the vehicle. Cars and
trucks smk fast and usually end up
ontheirroof on the bottom. The best
time to get out is while the vehicle is

. at the surface. The doors cannot be

opened until the water pressure in-
side the car is equal to that outside.
They say that when the car is com-
pletely filled the doors can be opened,
provided there has been no struc-
tural damage.

If your vehicle goes through and
you get out all right you’ve got
another problem. Getting the ve-
hicle out of the lake. I’ve heard it can
cost up to $3,000 just to retrieve the
vehicle, restoring it is another
story.I’m not saying stay off the ice,
just use common sense. check it out
before you take a stupid risk.




Wallner
Construction

Co. Inc.
New Uim

General Contracting
Sand, Gravel, Excavating,
Black Top & Ready Mixed Concrete.

New Ulm Decorating
Painting-Wallcovering-VWoodwork-
Special Coatings
Residential-Commercial
Kim Olson
New Uim 359-2850

General Trading Company
Automotive-Industrial-Agricultural
426 N Minnesota Street

New Ulm
354.3154

Witte Floor Covering
Residential-Comrmercial
Guaranteed Installation

Gene Witte 600 S Washington
354-4833 New Ulm

Family

Chiropractic Clinic

104 N State New Ulm
359-2029

Joe's Camper Sales
Rental and Service
Live Bait and Tackle
105 S Broadway
354-8106

Norbs Lawn and Farm

Supply
2400 S Broadway New Ulm
354-7450(bus) 359-445 | (home)

Norb Wenisch

o ’
Runnings
OpiN WEEKNIGHTS AND SUNDAYS
New ULM

_ 359-2988

Welcome to our new Newsletter.
First I would like to thank John
Vorwerk and Chris Vorwerk for all
the hard work they put in to setting
this thing up. The Newsletter will be
published monthly. We hope to give
you informative articles and news of
what is happening in our area. If
anyone has something of interest to
our Club, please get it to me by the
first of the month. There is also a
classified ad section if someone has
something they wish to sell or are
looking to buy. The cost of an ad
will be $1.00 for thirty words or
less. Don’t be afraid to use this
section.

Our advertisers help make publi-
cation of the Newsletter possible
each month. Please use their ser-
vices whenever possible and tell them
you saw their ad in the Newsletter.

A few tips on Catch

and Release

-Time is essential. Quickly play
and release fish.

-Keep the fish in the water as much
as possible.

-Gentle handling is important.

‘Remove hook with pliers or cut
line; barbless hooks are preferred.

I would also like to remind every-
one to take their trash and garbage

with them when they leave the lake.
As sportsmen, we must set and ex-
ample. ILets keep the lakes and
shoreline clean.

CLEAR LAKE
UPDATE

The aeration system was started
December 15th at 1:00 PM. The
oxygen level at the time was 2.7 to
3.0. One week later the oxygen was
in the range of 3.5 to 4.2. The
system seems to be working well.
We have had alittle trouble with the
open water moving to the north and
have had to move thin ice signs
several times. The belts on the air
pump have also been replaced this
year. Ten new signs were made this
winter so we have some spares in
case we lose a few.

As some of you may know by now
New Ul Building Center has do-
nated materials and labor for an ice
fishing house. The house is built
and has been put on Clear Lake. I
hope yo can come out this Sunday
and take alook at it. I would also like
to urge you to give Scott, Kevin and
Mark Krueger a personal thank you
if you happen to run into them or
make a special trip out to the New
Ulm Building Centerand thank them.
Any Club member is eligible to use
the house. If you would like a key
just contact me. Mike Deinken

The NUASF Newsletter is published
moathly by John and Chris Vorwerk for
the New Ulm Area Sports Fisherman.
Send all correspondence to:
Mike Deinken, Editor
1022 N. Spring St.
New Ulm, MN 56073
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2015 S. Broadway
New Ulm
354-8255

Open 24 Hours

Puhlmann

Lumber
301 ist South
New Ulm
354-4914




THANK YOU

The driving force behind getting
the newsletter off the ground was
club Secretary/Treasurer, Mike
Deinken. He hustled all the ads, did
the dirty work along with help from
John Vorwerk, who also has put a
great deal of time into it. Hats off, I
don’t care what anybody says about
you, you two are not that bad.

Al Zwach took it upon himself to
get the club a fishouse that we so
desperately needed. He was a man
possessed. When the New Ulm
Building Center saw him coming
they tried to run but Al persisted till
they gave in. Armed with nothing
more than his magnetic personality
he talked the New Ulm Building
Center into adandy 10 x 16 fishouse.
It is set up for 14 holes, has a wood
stove that was provided courtesy
Jim Hulke and Mike Deinken. This
gesture by the New Ulm Building
Center is above our wildest dreamns
and s greatly appreciated, thank them
when you see them in person.

REMINDER
WHAT: City Council Meeting
WHEN: Tues, January 21, 1992
7:30 PM
WHERE: Basement of New
Ulm City Library
WHY: Proposed Wetland Res-
toration at Minne Con Park as part
of our ““Adopt a River’’ project,
done in conjunction with SCCMR
MN DNR and New Ulm City Parks
Department. Project has received
preliminary approval. Let’s finish it
off so it will become a reality.

From your President:

This first official newsletter from
the New Ulm Area Sport Fishermen
compels me to be a bit reflective.
We certainly have come a long way
from a club of 12 members in 1985,
to a membership of over 70 here in
1992. It has been a lot of fun along
the way, but we have always kept a
good focus on fish habitat improve-
ment. We all want to see our kids
have opportunities to enjoy the one
thing that puts no demand on our
existence. You know, the right of
every American to utter these im-
mortal words ‘“I’ll do it tomorrow,
I’ going fishin’ today.”” Our club
has a lot to be proud of, many things
have been accomplished in the last 6
years. The aeration unit that was
salvaged and installed on Clear Lake
and the Minnesota River have sent a
message to the public that we not
only profess to want good fish habi-
tat, but that we are willing to work
with our own hands to achieve it. In
the end everyone is a winner and
personally I’m proud to be a mem-
ber of this action oriented club. [
would like to welcome all of our
new memmbers and tell you that this
bunch can take youon aroller coaster
ride so fasten your seat belts and
expect the unexpected. Any news-
letter is only as good as its member-
ship makes it. We need you to
contribute. If you have an opinion
on something write it down and get
itto the editor. He will see that it gets
printed.

Star Cablevision

Bright:Clear-Exciting
Proudly Serving Southwestern Minnesota
103 E Second St. Redwoced Falls, MN

637-5300

Walt & Bev Luneburg, Owners

218 19th South New Ulm

.

Building Center

2015 S. BRIDGE ST. 3548561

TV-Stereo-Sales & Service

udio
illage

16 S Minnesota 354-5961

Mikes’s
Broadway Body & Tire Center
MIxeE GULDAN
809 20TH NorTH NEW ULM
354-6017

New UM Precision Tool INc.
CuURTIS ASLESON-PRESIDENT
2217 S Broapway New UM
354-2912

SSL Auto Service Center
New UlMm's complete service stration
Hwy 14 East and 15 North

354-2619

Hoffman Construction

Gravel-Excavation-Dozer Work

2232 S Broadway New Ulm
359-4444

HEATING INC.
1227 South Broadway, New Uim, MN
BUSINESS 507-354-2217 HOME 507-354-2056

BRUCE HEUCHERT

President

MEATING AR CONDITIONING METAL FABINC A TH

Whirlpool and RCA
Headquarters 1in
downtown New Ulm
Wilfahrt’s
Appliance & TV

18 North Minnesota St. 354-7000




SUGGESTIONS FOR
NAMING NEWSLETTER

INVITED

We invite suggestions for for the
NUASF newsletter name. We are
currently titled ‘“‘New Ulm Area
Sports Fisherman Newsletter”’. If
you have an idea, Please write it
down and forward it to John
Vorwerk or Mike Deinken

MEMBERSHIP

EXPIRATIONS

The mailing label on your
newsletter includes a date on the
upper right corner. This is the
expiration date of your club
membership. Please renew your
membership on or before that date
to enjoy uninterupted NUASF
service. Thank You.

" MARV'S g

( SPORT CENTER

Hwy. 14 West, New Ulm, MN
507-354-8889

S
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Classitieds

If you have something For Sale,
ForRent, Give Away, Wanted, Elc.,
spaceis availableto members at the
rate of $1.00 for 30 words. Please
send copy (and the dollar) to Mike
Dienken.

Custom wood working, knick-knack
shelves, knick-knacks. If you have
an idea | might be able to make it.
Call evenings.Chris Kavanaugh 359-
1879.

CLUB CALENDAR

JANUARY 12
ICE FISHING CONTEST
AT CLEAR LAKE
JANUARY 17,18,19
MILLE LACS TRIP

JANUARY 23
MEETING AT SCHELL'S
TAP ROOM  7:30 PM
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Rod's Painting Service
Interiorn-Exterior Finishiag

D od N~ N,
NOLU Vi

354-5964

Retzlafl's
Marine & Tackle

Johnson OutBoards-Lund Boats
Spartan Trailers-Newest in fishing Tackle

Moorman Manufacturing Company
Mark Manderfeld
Sales Representative
Rt 2 Box 109 New Ulm
354-8734

Minnesota’s First & Finest Variety
Dance Band Music




